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for ever confirmed me 
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Most Devoted, 
and Faithful Humble Servant, 
G. W, MAN BY. 

CliFTON, '^(n. 4, 1809. 



INTRODUCTION. 



O histoiy, thou parenl of renown ; 
ThoQ best instructor of mankind I 



1 O visit a coantry celebrated for eyentful histoiy^ had loog 
been an object of my wishes : on the Continent, hostilities 
denied its accomplishment ; in my own nation 1, therefore^ 
sought for a circomscribed district^ which should at once 
present itself, to captivate the attention by the beanty and 
variety of its natural attractions, and interest the more deeply 
reflecting nund by the importance of its political vidssitodet • 
The SihURts (part of South Wales), to say nothing of its 
high-praised scenery (but which would never disappmat the 
most glowing anticipations of fancy), seemed to me to promise 
the largest rewards to the labours of my historical research, 
not only on account of the arduous and memorable struggle 
made by that brave people i^^ainst the Roman and other in- 
vaders, until it became a territorial member of the English, 
dominion, but also for its castleated ruins, once proud monu« 
ments of £une, but now, ahs I monldering tombs of scarce* 
remembered grandeur. 
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Of tBe customs and pecoliarities of the original inhabttanta, 
it is exceedingly difficult to obtain such information as would 
be likely to gratify the fastidious delicacy of a sincere lover of 
pure historic fact. Authors arc various in their opinions, and 
the most learned acknowledge their insufficiency to say any 
thing with certainty, from the mixture of foible and impro- 
bability that has been recorded by the earliest writers. 

Similar to other countries, at that remote period, they 
are supposed to have formed themselves into separate bodies, 
each governed by a chief, who considered himself as indepen- 
dent of other states; and no doubt, though they had frequent 
disagreements and battles among themselves, stiU, under any 
danger which threatened a number of the principalities toge-* 
ther, (as the invasion of a foreign foe,) they were prudent 
enough to unite themselves, and to be directed by one com- 
mander, for the advantage of all the tribes 5 but, even then, 
their ferocious dispodtion and impatience of controul would 
sometimes prevent that cordiality so necessary to preservation, 
and lay them open to difficulties and disasters. From their 
mode of living in the plainest manner, and not subjecting 
themselves to unnecessary luxuries, either in cloihing or 
habitation, they were strong, active, hardy, and healthy: of 
their courage and impetuosity the invaders bear witness 3 it 
was not their first appearance or attack which subdued them, 
although inured to war and having tjie advantage of 8tq)erior 
qualifications ; nor, when a footing had been gained by them, 
had they any security or rest for a long series of years. Fxoiq 
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liuscsiue, die Bomaiis ivere under the necessity of keeptag 
op an extensive chain of coounonications with eveiy one 
of their settlements -, and, in all probability, had the Britons 
been in firm unanimity, they might hare presenFed tbemsdvei 
and their country from subjugation. 

Whowcre Ae princes and goremors of Britain, the distant 
period leaves us much in the dark. There is a manuscript in 
the possession of Mr. Hopkins, of Coychurch, Glamorgan* 
shire, which states, that the first monarch of the island was 
Aydain, son of Aeth the great, at that time king of the nine 
Canlreds, or hundreds, of Syllwg, Siluria, or Gwent, but 
declined universal monarchy, £ar, that '' Council is not to he 
found in emohtiment^'* so that, as before stated, his son 
Prydain was placed in the high irtaticMi : from him, by descent 
in a long line of sixteen successors. Bran inherited the throne, 
who was father to the renowned Caractacus: previous to 
him, we scarcely find any thing to interest us in the a£Burs of 
the kii^gdom; but the variety of fortune, the uprightness of 
his actions, the valour and perseverance of the man, add n 
digiuty to the hero, and compel us, while we applaud his 
sjnrit, to lament his humiliation. 

The detestation in which the Britons held thdr mvaders, 
was continually manifested by their repeatedly harassing them 
whenever opportunity oflSsredj and. though the Bomans> by 
dint of sdentific war£ue, generally were victorious, still 
the yotiment of revenge was strongly planted in the British 
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breast, and, undaunted by former defeats, would still engage* 
Tliis people, headed by Caractacus, a revered Prince, whoso 
reputation and courage were his greatest boast, gave a hope that 
their efforts would not be unsuccessftil } the Romans were now 
guided by Ostorius (who succeeded Plautius), and came from 
the nortliem parts of the kingdom, which, by batdes and bd- 
bery, he had in a great oieasure subduedi thus was he ad- 
vanced to head an army to be opposed to Caractacus, who, by 
several movements, had placed his adherents under every pos* 
sible advantage, and taken his station in the country of the 
Ordovices (North Wales), as being more suitable for defence, 
as the grounds were less accessible to an enemy so politic and 
superior in numbers 3 here Caractacus waited the issue of 
a contest which was to decide the fate of his countrymen ; 
nothing in his power was omitted, that could animate their 
sods with an ardor for glory, and the memory of the achieve* 
nients of their ancestors was held up to inspire them with the 
like fervour : the spirit and situation of the Britons were not 
unnoticed by the penetrating eye of Ostorius, who, to the 
usual forms of encouraging his legion, set forth the still 
greater merit of encountering greater difliculdesj indeed they 
appeared in the circumstances before them, and nught be 
thought insuperable. As the Roman soldiers were impa- 
tient for the attack, Ostorius had no difficulty in leading 
them to the battle, which was long and obstinately contested ; 
but alas, the ^sdpline and fury pf Roman warriors, shidded by 
coats of mail, proved too powerful for the brave Britonsj who 
were defeated, and the victory iras flie more complete by die 



tiltimate capture oftfaeiRife and daiqrhten of Caractaciu^ nd 
the surrender of his brothers. The onfortonate Prince, in his 
despair, fled, for protection and relief, to Cartbmandua, the 
qneen of the Brigandnes, who^ nnmindftd of generosity, ho* 
nor, or compassion, infamously delivered him into the handf 
of his enemy -, thus was a dignified hero, by the issue of this 
battle, reduced fiom power, fineedom, and prosperity, to be* 
come a public spectade in the triumphal procession of the 
conqueror to Rome. 

Though in this manner degraded, he preserved his magna- 
nimity, and without a look of despondency, or soliciting com- 
passion from the surrounding throng, he manfully and ener- 
getically addressed himself to Claudius, seated on his throne i-^ 

** Ifmy modeitlios in prosperity had been answerable to the greatness 
" of my birth and esute, or the success of my late attempu, to the 
** resolution of my mind, I mij^t have come to this city rather as a friend 
<' to be entertained, than as a captive to be gated upon ; neither wonldest 
<< thoa disdun to have lecdved me on terms of amity and peace, beiiiaa 
'*inan of loyal dewent, and a commander of many vrailike nations $ bo^ 
^< what elood soever hath darkened my present lot, yet have the Heavens 
*' and nature given me that in birth and mind, which none can vanquish 
'' or deprive me of. I well see, that you make other men's miseries the 
" subject and matter of your triumphs, and, in this my calamity, as in a 
" minor, yon now contemplate your own glo^S 7^ know, that I am, 
" and was, a prince, furnished with ttieogth of men and habiliments of 
" war; and what marvel b it if all be lost, seeing eaperieace teaebeth that 
" Ae cvtais of war ane variable, and the success of polioics guided bgr 
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^ oncertaiB ftu»; as it is with me^ wlio thought that the deq» watott 
*' )Xkp a wally enclosing our land, and it, to situated by hcavenlj Pron- 
*' denccy as in another world, might have been a sufficient ppvil^e and 
** defence for us against foreign invarions : but now I percdye, that the 
** desire of soveragnty admits no limitation ; and if you Romans must 
*' command all, then all must obey, for mine own part, while I was able, 
*' I miSle resistance, and unwilling I wis to submit ray neck to a servile 
** yoke. So far the law of nature alloweth every man that he may defend 
** himself, being assailed, and to withstand force by force. Had I at fine 
•< yielded, thy glory, and my ruin, had not been so ienown*d. Fortune 
•< hath now done her worst ; we have nothing left us but our lives, which 
«< if thou take, from us, our miseries end ; and if thou spaie us, we are but 
** the objects of thy clemency .'' 

6ach a speech, from such a man, effected his and his family's 
rdease from their chains, and their consequent respectful 
obedience to the Emperor and Empress. 

TbxiB tenninated the career of a man who had fully employed 
the Romans for nine years i but the Silures could not be kept 
peaceable, either by good or ill treatment: and this defeat 
served no otherwise than to stimulate them to greater acts of 
valour, by which they gained several yictories over their op- 
pressors; in short, the trouble and anxiety which Ostorius was 
continually labouring under at the determined and obstinate 
disposition of the Britons^ was the occasion of his death. The 
command devolved on Didius, who kept them in more subjec- 
tion, but no remarkable action is recorded of him, and had he 
not been assisted by others, in all likelihood, the inveteracy of 
the Britonswoold have beentoo powerful for him, AfiorDidina, 
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Verantiiis becafhe commander, who dying within a year, Soeto^ 
mus Paulinos had the government ; and as success encreases 
ardor, he determined on the gaining of the island of Mona 
(Anglesey), which was still rebellious ; but his absence occa- 
sioned a fiesh rupture that had nearly been fatal to the Romans. 
TrebeUius Maximus was the next, and succeeded by the moro 
g^tle method of pardoning their errors 3 but, while this scheme 
was going on, a mutiny arose in his own army, and he wai 
ever after necessitated to act with caution. Vectius Bolanns, 
his successor, was also in the like uneasy situation, from a 
want of umty among his men, over whom he had scarcely the 
shew of authority. Petilius Cerialis was more regarded, and 
by being successful in several sharp conflicts, acquired confix* 
dence. To him succeeded Julius Frontinus, who overcame 
an obstacles, carried victoiy with him, and subdued the long- 
resisting Sihixes. His successor was the renowned and war- 
like Agricola, who, finding the Ordovices had obtained some 
signal advant^ over the Roman horse, put himself at tho 
head of his troops, and neariy destroyed the whole nation ; 
he completed the conquest of Mona, by dintofextraordinaiy 
ability and oouragej he made no pretence for fiune by these 
actions, and rather desired to conciliate the good faith of his 
enemies by lenient measures, than'force it by the terror of the 
iwoid. 

Hitherto we have beheld the fortune of war with a dejected 
eye, as having seen the Britons frustrated in their endeavours 
lo counteract the progress of Roman arms; but, setting 
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aside thdr abmpt entrance into the kingdonij wbidi was cer* 
tainlj ifi an hostile and maraoding manner, yet, when viewed 
in a judicioos* and nioral light, is softened bj the nomeroas 
advantages that attended the Roman conqaest, by a gradual 
amelioration of the native ferocity of the Britons. The 
Romans, after their care to improve and strengthen their 
acquisitions, and securing their several positions by a conmiu* 
nication from one post to another, were not idle in the em- 
bellishment of their stations. Industry was continually 
exerted whilst they had any quiet from their harassing 
ndghbours} and eveiy means were employed to win the 
confidence of the natives, by the introduction of sciences 
and useful arts* 

. Agricola is mentioned, if not the firsjt^ yet the chiefest 
promoter of improvement: under his auspices was introduced 
a complete alteration in the noanner of government j his offi« 
cers were chosen from among those of a peaceable and gene* 
reus disposition : by such means the abuses which had been 
prevalent, were reformed, and he gained more adherents to his 
cause, than would have been acquired by contrary measures. 

Establishments were founded to improve the British youths^ 
and care was taken to instil a principle of civilization, with thei 
view to wear off the ill impressions formed of Roman manners 
and (q>erations. Superior as they were in vrsrtm, they were 
superior in genius and labor. By their judicious plans somo 
permanent principle of refinement was imbibed by the hitherto^ 
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untamed, unpolished Britons ; and when once the Rottian 
ambition was gratified by the subjugation of the country, they 
strove immediately to eternize their fiame by the formation of 
dties, and erectbg magnificent and usefiil structures. It may 
naturally be supposed, that in aid of the power to beautify their 
several stations, large contributions were exacted 3 but Britons 
were £ndy to ecpoy the conveniences accruing, and also the 
emoluments of several offices of state: under these circum* 
stances, they were initiated into their peculiarities and 
customs, and in time found the value of the benefits arising 
from the connectioQ. 

The liberal arts and sdences were not the only matters of 
hnprovement, as they equally excelled in cultivation, and 
introduced many serviceable articles, particularly red wheat, 
now so valuable and prolific a grain j therefore, though the 
Romans appear in the light of invaders, plunderers, Ac. it 
must be acknowledged, we are at this time, improved by 
their conquest over our ancestors. 

The quietude which the Britons latterly enjoyed under the 
Romans who had initiated them into their mild and 
luxurious manner of living, was severely fdt on their de- 
parture, insomuch that^ they became in a manner en- 
led>led, and unable to meet an enemy who now threatened 
them witii formidable devastation. Hie impending storm, 
was for a time, prevented by a comproimse for money> 
but this mode of ensuring safety defeated the. intent of a 



lasting quietness, and it was not long ere war was again 
their situation. 

The Britons now saw the necessity there was of resdatelx 
defencUng themselves, and ei^aged thdr foes; bnti nnfbr* 
tonatdj for them, their success was not proportionate to thdr 
exertions ; and in one contest they lost fourteen thousand of 
the army. Dispirited, distressed, and in a manner abandonbg 
themselves from energy, they sought, from those whom thqr 
once desjnsed and troubled, that reKef they were of them- 
selves unable to procure $ but the Romans, fully occUfned 
with distractions at home, denied thdr request of assistance, 
and left them to study thdr preservation, and extricate them- 
sdves from their difficulties by their own perseverance and 
valor. 

Thus deserted, they despdred of efiectually preventing the 
progress of the inva<!Ung Picts, and became separated among 
themsdves } some taking to the wilds and woods, and dege* 
nerating into thdr ancient barbarism ; others^ more revengeful, 
would harass and perplex their enemies, bdng inadequats 
to oppose them in an open engagement. 

These contrary methods, and ^ supineness, made them 
n^lect the cultivation so necessaiy to thdr existence ; and 
the consequent scardty brought them to some reafon, and 
returning industry. 



This ciftainstaiioe, bowinrer, procured the mortified 
Britons that repose which their effivrts £iiled to produce; 
for the Picts^ not understanding much of husbandry, found it 
necessary to retreat from the parts where they had estaUished 
themselves, and left the Britons again in possession, whose 
diUgenoe was crowned widi a plentiful sup^, as a reward 
for their hibori. 

Whatever sentiments of re]igM>n or Christianity had been 
chfrishrd by them« k is recprded, that in this also they became 
inharmonious, and were divided. The clergy, to avoid a total 
aq^ect of the solemnities, which, if properly adhered to, would 
have more firmly muted the man and the passions, applied for 
assistance to Gaul, from whence two bishops came, who, by 
persevenmce and oonvineing arguments, restored order, and 
converted their prgudices. 

At tins time, the Saxons, who had joined the Ficts, invaded 
die oorthem part of Cambria; and it is said, that St. Germain^ 
one of the bishops, (who was assembling the Britons 
for an approaching baptism,) appeared no wise alarmed at 
the threatening danger, but steadily remained in the station 
he had chosen, which was at a place called Maes Garmon^ 
in Flintshire : having expressly enjoined the Britons, that at 
Ibe moment of the attad: they should three times cry 
eat ** HaMujah,*' it was accordingly performed with such 
enthusiasm, that the Saxons and Kcts were, fitxn this 
oneTpecied shout, and its distinct zeverberatioD by the 
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mrrouoding mountains, so appalled with apprehensions that 
diey were easily defeated, and terms of amity condaded. 

To this time (anno 448), the Britons had sereral kingi, 
and by murder Vortigem had risen to the throne. The 
course of his rdgn was so stained by perfidy and yillany» that it 
would be painful to follow up the events in particular. To him 
may be ascribed the succeeding dismemberment of the king- 
dom, and all the disasters, cruelties, &c. during the Saxon 
settlement, who, in defiance of reason, policy, or safety, 
were expressly invited into the kingdom, under a cowardly 
pretext, by which they profited to their own advantage, and 
became in time the lords and governors of this country. 

Considering the universal detestation in which Vortigem 
was held by the Britons, it is rather extraordinary he was 
suffered to reign so long; but the miseries that were borne 
by the unfortunate Britons from the ravages, massacres, 
and general barbarity of the Saxons, at length turned their 
attention to Ainbrosius, a brother of their former chief, who 
went to Armorica, to avoid the tyranny of Vortigem. This 
prince, assisted by his brother, Uther Pendragon, came to the 
relief of the distressed Britons, who in great nupibers readily 
joined him, and in a sharp conflict forced Vortigem to retreat 
to his castle in Carnarvonshire, where he did not find the 
safety he sought, as it was assailed and set on fire, by which 
himself and his women were consumed. Thus perished a 
man advanced in lifi5> and after a reign of tfairty«three 
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yean replete with variety of fortaDe to lumself and woe Id 
the kingdom. 

It was a fatal want of caution in the Britons (and shonll 
serve as a perpetual lesson^ of the ill consequences) of in« 
vicing foreigners to assist them in defending the country firom 
the Picts, and also countenancing the criminality of Vortigem*« 
being sq>arated from his wife to be united to Rowena, the 
daughter of the Saxon prince, who, perceiving the advantages 
of this coontiy over his own, artfiilly procured suffident 
bodies of his countrymen to be broo^^t over, which esta- 
blished him for a length of time. It is true they were at one 
time driven back by Vortimer, a son of Vortigem, (at a 
time when Vortigem was deposed and imprisoned), but this 
was but temporary, as Vortimer was afterwards murdered 
by the contrivance of Rowena and connivance of his &ther, 
whom the in&tuaied Britons, blind to their interest, rein- 
stated (m the throne. 

The Saxons soon after found means, by treachery^ to 
slaughter upwards of three hundred persons of the first 
nobility and talents, at a meeting on Salisbury Plain, convened 
under social and harmonious pretences. Vortigem was the 
only one preserved, and &om thence was never more in favor 
with the Britons, as he was, from his known partiality to the 
Saxons^ strongly suspected of being concerned in the diabolical 
business; and perhaps that circumstance was the fundamental 
cause of bis destruction. It may be necessary to observe the 
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remarkable pile now known as StonehekgXj was erected to 
perpetuate that abominable deed. 

Ambrosias^ who succeeded^ gained important advantages 
over the Saxons, and after recovering a considerable part of 
the country, ended his days by poison: Uther Pendragon 
then ascended the throne, and after seventeen years of 
successful enterprises against the common enemy, was also 
poisoned: his son, the renowned Arthur, now became 
the British monarch, who, without the addition of 6ble and 
romance, and considering him as a monarch and a man> 
was certainly a great character, and singularly suocessfii! 
in most of h'ls enterprises; but there was undoubtedly 
impropriety in his conduct, by going on foreign expe* 
ditions when the security of his own country required his 
presence. In his absence, the Saions who had joined the 
Rets, continually troubled the Britons, and on his return, 
made him sensible he had neglected that duty he owed to his 
subjects. 

After a reign of twenty-five yeaxs, he was killed at the 
batUe of Camlan, fighting against the united armies of 
Saxons, Picts, and the Regent, whom he had left to govern 
the kingdom, but who, in his absence, not only usurped the 
throne bat married his wile. 

From hence the various princes and drcumstances through 
« period of two hundred and sevens-seven years, woold be 
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oiuntereidng to describe, bat in Big tbe Saxon heptarcfaj 
was united in one power onder Egbert, who denominated hit 
government England. 

The Britons who remained stanndi to their prindples 
and manners, still maintained an inveterate hatred to the 
Saxons, retired to the mountains, and settled themselves 
in that part of the kingdom now known by the name o( 
Wales; governed by princes of their own, but considered 
themselves as under one king, who stationed himself in 
North Wales. 

They did not, however, remain quiet, but were continually 
making inroads on the English territories i and joined another 
troublesome enemy of the English (the Danes), which so ex-* 
asperated the Saxon monarch as to exact from him severe 
retaliation ; and those Welshmen who were found to have 
passed the boundaries, were ordered immediately to be put to 
death. The unity of the Welsh and Danes did not continue 
long, for in 873 the Banes became an enemy, over-ran the 
southern part, and destroyed the churches and religious 
houses. 

But the independence of Wales received a lasting blow 
from Boderic (sumamed the Great) consenting to become 
tributary to the English. Although this king had established 
several wise institutions, and became honored with an unusual 
d^nity^ this last measure cannot be palliated ; as it was a tacit 
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acknowledgment of that slavery^ against which they had 
with so much bravery repeatedly contended. 

Roderic dividing Wales into three principalities^ bequeathed 
them to his three sons. And Soath Wales became the 
portion of his second son Cadelh. (Among his successors 
several strenuously exerted themselves to preserve thdr 
independence; and, whenever under the necessity of ap- 
pealing to arms, behaved with that prowess as must ever 
merit esteem, however unfortunate the termination). The 
succeeding princes of South Wales were, 

g07 1 HowelDha. 

948 2 Owen ap Howd Dha. 

987 3 Meredith ap Owen. 

998 4 Dewelyn ap Sitsyllt. 

1021 5 Ryth ap Jestyn, an usurper. 

1031 6 Howel and Mredith. 

1042 7 Rytherch and Rys. 

106l 6 Mredith ap Owen ap Edwin. 

10/3 9 Rys ap Owen and Rytherch ap Carado. 

1077 10 Rys ap Tewdwr Mawr. 

1115 11 Griffith ap Rys. 

1 137 12 Rys ap Griffith, called the Lord Rys. 

1196 13 Griffith ap llys. 

1202 14 Rys ap Griffith. 

1222 15 Owen ap Griffith. < 

1235 16 Mredith ap Owen. 
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The last-named prince died in 1267 ; and daring the ten 
saoceedii^ years continual endeavours^ in various wzjs, 
were exerted to maintain their country from subjugation: 
battles and submissions were frequent^ and contributions 
pennttted. But in 1277 the final submission of South Wales 
to £dward I. took place» and since that time it has been 
annexed, with all Wales> to the British crown. 

It is greatly to be lamented, that time and nqriect 
have suffered so many superb monuments of Roman labor 
in this country to become mingled with the dust j or what a 
display of magnificence and simplicity, beauty and propiiety, 
might now remain the testimonials of genius, perseverance, 
and worth. To them, under Agricola, are to be attributed 
the structures, &c. &c. which Caerwent, Cacrleon, &c. 
abound with the ruins of. 

Notwithstanding those places have so frequently been vi- 
sited for the- purpose of procuring some of the numerous relics 
buried in the dust, I could not resist an impulse to make one 
more of the number, nor without an hope my efforts would be 
successful. This was the original object of my tour; and I 
am much gratified with the result, by the interesting part taken 
by many to promote my researches, and the gift of several 
pieces of antiquity that were presented me, which, with the 
numerous coins, will be enumerated under their several 
heads in the ensnii^ pages. I am well persuaded, should 
any real antiquary, with the approbation ef the possessors, be 
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at the pains of a diligent search, tfae^ would be rewarded^ by 
producing to the world many curious and valuable artidea that 
deserve a better fate than cankering in oblivion. To such onlj 
will those places be anj ways interesting j for, to the cursory 
observer little else can be seen but ruins of walls, moulder** 
ing banks, overgrown with bushes, brambles, Ac, where once 
shone cities resplendent with magnificence and peculation. 

As early ages have borne testimony so highly creditable to 
the Silures, so, in all probability, will future time shew Che 
vast importance diis district wiU be of in a national view, firom 
its abundance of coal, and rich stores of mineral, so pro- 
ductive, that there is no likelihood of their being eihansted. 
The improvements carrying on for the convenience of the 
country at large, and the numerous extensive establishmentu^ 
are astonishing, and highly worth a tourist's trouble to visit 
them, if only to view the enterprising spirit existing among 
the opulent, and their extraordinary eontrivanoes to obviate 
difficulties and extend their schemes ; produdng at once 
employment for several thousands of hands, and wealth la 
the kingdom in general. 

To acconmiodate persons who are inclined to amuse 
themselves with so short and pleasant a journey, was the 
xeason of my connecting these observations, and giving a 
resemblance of objects I thought worthy of notice. With tfaia 
view it is ofiered to the public, and particulaily to the visitants 
of CMon and the Hotwells, as change of air and variety 
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of pleasing objects, divert the nund, and have a great 
tendency to restore the invalid; and those who are in 
the enjoyment of health may both please the eye and ani* 
mate the feelings^ yielding moral reflections inspired by wit« 
nesang beauty, grandeur, and sublimity of scenes, the jcnnt 
efibrts of nature and art; for this purpose I have united a 
condse directory to several interesting objects, and watchfully 
collected every scattered firagment of history, desirous of 
making it entertaining to the reader, and useful to the travel* 
ler, though conscious of my inability to decorate the page 
of history with the attire of gracefiil langui^e, of places 
wUch have been so numerously and variously described by 
every power of fascinating and picturesque embellishments. 
This disadvantage was severely fdt when measuring those 
steps which have been so accurately trodden and surveyed 
by Messrs. Coxe, Williams, and Warner, who were not 
only able to throw every light and lustre, by their abilities 
and eloquence, but employed that very language which 
alone could convey the true description and characters of 
places and countries, not only in their present state, but in 
their progressive fame or decay. 

In this small tract is pointed out a route which wiQ embrace 
a number of venerable piles, include scenery in beautifiil 
forms and complexion, and direct to manuftctories truly worth 
attending; a circuit by no means expensive, nor wanting 
of those necessaries which render traveUing convenient: the 
whole may be performed in a few days, or protracted ^ 
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pleasure; the roads are excellent; the accommodations plen- 
tiful, and where they are not altogether good, are compensated 
by civility and attention. 

I am aware of the number of directories extant, oiieriog 
their assistance^ but for such purposes, perhaps, they arc 
not altogether applicable, being too voluminous, by com* 
bining a complete tour through the principality; but without 
any view to lessen them in the estimation of the public^ (for 
they are certainly valuable in their kind), I flatter myself 
the following pages will fully answer every end that can be 
desired in so compact a route, and prove an useful pocket 
companion during an excursion which, I am induced to hope, 
will reward the tourist with pleasure, health, and delight ; 
and actuate the reader to the exercise of candour, and 
where errors meet the eye they may not encounter the 
displeasure. 



A TOUR, &c. 



** To dear the course, and make the ptsiage free, 
•< For travellers all.** 



W HEN the mind^ for a considerable time, 
anticipates enjoyment from an undertaking, it 
is difficult to control our eagerness to commence, 
or suppress our impatience when obstructions 
are likely to oppose the execution. 

Having formed a tour through some part of 
South Wales, and desirous of inspecting several 
matters of curiosity and singularity, (of which I 
had frequently heard), made me impatient to 
commence the journey, as no moment of the 
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revolving year could be considered so interesting^ 
as the approach of harvest ; when 

" Fair plenty now begins her golden reign ; 

** The yellow fields now wave with ripen*d grain; 

'< Joyous, the swains renew their sultry toils, 

** And bear in triumph home the harvest's spoils :" 

exhibiting rustic happiness^ .among the busy 
groups in nature's landscape. 

Although the day fixed for my departure was 
ushered in dark^ rainy, and uncomfortable, it did 
not prevent my setting out, though obscured much 
beauty of the surrounding country, yet the 
pleasing villages of Westbury and Henbury were 
peculiarly attractive, as was Blaize Castle, seated 
on a lofty tujnulus, thickly clothed with wood. 
The tongue being the organ of information, was 
employed in enquiring, from almost eveiy tra- 
veller, the distance to the New Passage; and as 
they might perceive my anxiety to reach it, 
so they were willing to increase it by the usual 
ungenerous practice of giving misinformation to 
strangers. 



On reaching the eminence of Black Horse Hill, 
the weather prevented a rich, beautiful, and exten- 
sive scene, combining land and water, from pre- 
senting itself. From Durdham Down to the 
Marsh Common, the road is boimded on each 
side with good hedges and lofty trees, but from 
thence, nearly to the Passage, all was open and 
uncheering ; cattle were numerous, so were geese: 
the former bore testimony to the richness of the 
pasturage, and of the latter it is remarked, that 
those which are taken from hence have a fishy 
taste, probably from their feeding on shrimps, 
which frequently come up the drains cut from the 
marsh to the Severn. 

On reaching the Passage, the weather 
became more kind; and as I was disappointed in 
crossing, from not knowing the specific times 
of the great boat's departure (which also takes 
carriages and horses), an opportunity offered of 
viewing a variety of different objects, from the 
partial gleam of sunshine that would sometimes 
burst from broken clouds : it being high-water, 
and a spring tide^ a considerable degree of mag- 



nliicence was added to the broad face of the 
Severn; and whenever the sun remained clear, 
the Cambrian hills were beautifully displayed, and 
the cultivated country exhibited the luxuriant 
scene of an abundant harvest^ bending with the 
bounteous gifts of Providence, waiting the hand 
of man, to make him sensible of it's goodness, 
and his heart grateful. It was only on those 
spots gilded by the sun's bright rays, that the 
country could be particularly seen, as all the rest 
was deeply enveloped in mist. 

The views from thence are extremely pictu- 
resque ; one presenting the entrance to the Wye, 
Piercefield woods, and a long range of ornamented 
hills and mountains: another, the entrance of the 
Bristol river Avon, woods of Portishead, and a 
vast sweep of Somersetshire ; up the river, the 
forest of Dean, the Old Passage houses, Aust 
Clift, and a great tract of Glocestershire ; and I 
was informed that down the channel, in fine wea« 
ther, with the assistance of a glass, the places of 
Newport and Cardiff, as well as the Holmes 
islands, might be distinctly seen. 



While thus delighted with the surrounding 
scenery, gazing on the Severn, and rambling 
over pebbles polished by the action of its waves, 
it recalled to my remembrance 'twas the cele- 
brated Sabrika, of whom the fabukted story 
is thus penned by the immortal Milton : 

** Then h m gmtle nymph not far from hence, 

*' That with moist curb swayi the smooth Seveme stream* 

'< Sabmita is her name, a ▼ifgin pore; 

** Whilome she was the daoghter of Loefinc, 

** That had the sceptie from his fiuher Brute. 

** She, guiltless damsel, flying the mad pursuit 

<* Of her enraged step-dame Guendolen, 

** Commended her &ir innocence to the floods 

** That stayed her flight with hb cross-flowing course. 

** The water njrmphs that in the bottom play*d, 

** Held up their pearly wrists, and took her hi, 

** Bearing her strait to a^ed Nereus' hall; 

** Who, piteous of her woes, lear'd her lank head, 

** And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 

** In nectar'd laveis stiow'd with asphodil, 

** And, through the porch and inlet of each sense, 

** Dropt in ambrosial oils till she leviVd, 

** And un der we nt a quick immortal change, 

«< Made goddess of the river." 

To avoid delay in pmmiing a journey which 
might require dispatch^ and having sirred that 
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inconvenience from want of information, it may 
not be deemed improper to give some instruc- 
tions respecting the passage. 

The course of tlie river stretches nearly east 
and west; consequently, those winds are to be 
preferred ; the former, while the tide is on the 
flood, and the latter during its ebb; which, if 
the elements will permit, is nearly on the slack of 
its flux and reflux, when the great boat usually 
passes; but should the wind be from the northern 
or southern points, it will require the traveller to 
be at the Passage an hour at least before the 
above-appointed time. The state of the tides 
may always be known by enquiry at Bristol, at 
which place it is nearly half an hour later. The 
rates of passage by the great boat are. 

Four-wheeled Caniage .-.--- lao 
Two-whcfled -..------oo 

A Man and Horse ..•••.. ic 
A Horse alone -.-•-----lo 

A Foot Passenger --------- g 

Small boats, capable of carrying a private party, are always ready, at the 
rate of 5«. exclusive of 9<I. for each penon* 



As the sun had now sufficient power to make 
the mist obedient to its rays, leaving only a few 
suspended clouds midway down the mountains* 
sides, it unfolded to my view such a richness, that 
made me impatient to set foot on a country which 
was painted in colours beyond the magic powers 
of a Claude to imitate ;^-"procuring a small boat^ 
crossed the Passage, which, at high water, is 
about three miles; and from the rapidity of its 
current, the numerous sand banks and rocks, 
was convinced how necessary it is to be under 
the guidance of a careful person ; and, in justice 
to those employed, it is right to observe, that 
they are in every respect perfectly qu^fied for 
the business. 

The black face of Charston rock formed a 
conspicuous feature in this sheet of water : but 
as it is liable to be overflowed by high tides, 
from the summit having been employed in the 
construction of Newport bridge, it is found 
necessary to have a small obelisk on it, to point 
its situation. .Some authors have presumed 
that this was the first landing-place of the 
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Bbmans in this part of the country, perhiqis 
on the authority of a few coins having been 
found on it, and being the only place now sur- 
rounded by water; but this mistake has probably 
arisen from a place much to the westward of 
it, that was formerly insulated, though now 
united by earthy ties of sand and pebbles 
thrown up by the violence of the waters. The 
Monmouth shore is rocky, steep, and grotesque, 
and the red difis near the landing-place, capped 
with foliated vegetation, form an unusual and 
pleasing variety. 

On Inching the summit of the hill, the inn 
presents itself; where, having given directions 
relative to my horse, which was to come over 
in the large boat, directed my course to Ma* 
therne, for the purpose of visiting the shrine of 
king Theodorick, who gloriously fell in the 
struggle for his country's liberty, on the invasion 
of the Saxons : of him it is recorded, that he 
marched an army in person and defeated them ; 
but being mortally wounded in the engagement, 
was returning to die among his friends, and 



desired his son to build a church wherever he 
breathed his last; which has been done, and 
where the following epitaph to his memory hat 
been placed by bishop Godwin, decorated by 
painted ornaments and military emblems: 

** Hoe lyelli imombed the body of 
Theodorick, King c^Moisanucb or 
Glanior|;an, commonly called 
St. Tbewdrick, and accounted a Mar^ 
became he was slain in a battle 
ag^nst the Sajums, being then Patgans and in 
defence of the christian ReUgeon, The 
Battle was fought at Tintem, where 
he obtained a great victory, he died here 
being in bis way homeward^ three 
Dajrs after the battle, having talcen 
Order with Maurice his Son who suc- 
ceeded him in the Kingdom, that in the 
same place, he should happen to decease a 
Church should be built, and his body buri- 
ed in the same, which was accordingly perfionned, 
in the Year ooo" 

Among the remains of mortality in this church 
are the heart and bowels of Miles Salley, a 
bishop of LandafF, deposited, according to ttiQ 
direction of his will, near the tomb of king 
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Theodorick; and his body before the image of 
St. Andrew^ in St. Mark's churchy Bristol^ anno 
I5l6, when he bequeathed his mitre to Landaff; 
and^ during his life^ added considerably to the 
palace at Matheme. 

Anthony Kitchen, otherwise Dunstan^ was 
interred here in 1566^ aged go. This person is 
recorded for impoverishing the see of Landaff, 
of which he was bishop, that his successors con- 
sidered it as nearly ruined by him. This man 
was originally a Benedictine monk of Westmin- 
ster^ afterwards abbot of Eynsham, near Oxford; 
which by officiously surrendering to Henry VIII. 
he obtained a pension of 1331. 6s. 8d. per annum, 
with the office of king's chaplain, and a restoration 
of some temporalities to the bishopric, when he 
was elected to the see* 

Having satisfied myself with viewing the church 
and it*s contents, I enquired for the bishop's pa- 
lace, when my guide immediately pointed to a 
building resembling a bam; angry at the 
supposed slander, I desired him not to be witty 
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at my expence, nor attempt his ** tricks on 
travellers,'* but his solemn declaration prompted 
me to believe what I wish I could refute. I asked 
mysdf, * Could ever this be the residence of epis- 
copal dignity?' I could make no reply, and not 
daring to cast my eyes on it again^ knowing it 
had been unjustly injured in my mind, took 
my leave, silent and thoughtful^ conscious of 
wrongly estimating value from external appear- 
ance. That it has been the residence of the 
bishops of the diocese no one can dispute the 
numerous authorities; and the following letter, 
wluch vras written there, evinces that hospitality 
was as characteristic a virtue of the country in 
those days, as it is in the present exercised with 
such unbounded share. 



*' To the most reverend Father in God« the right honouible and 
** my singular good Lord, my Lord of Canterburye's Grace, 
•<thesbedd&c. 

** My bownden dewtye to your Grace most 
**fatmibly premysedy havyng leceaYed your honorable L.ret dated at 
^ Lambeth the I8th daye of November last past, requyryng me to certyfye 
** your Grace the Names and Surnames of all and singuler Deanes, Arch* 
** deacons, Channcders, Chaunters, and others having any Dignitye in 
** my Cathediall Church of Laadaff, with all the Prebendaiyes of the 
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^ same, and. also of all and singular FuMm and Vieaics within my 
** Dioces and howe many of them be lesjrdent, and whefc the absents do 
'* dwell and remayne, and howe many of them, as well of my sayd 
** Gathedrall Church as of ochen benefjrced, be neither Prists nor ]>eacoas» 
** notyng also the Names of all such as be lemed and able fo piccbe, 
*' and finally howe man^ of them do kepe hospitalytye» as by the same 
** your Graces L'res more playnly doth and maye appere, I have send nnto 
^ your Grace herein enclosed a just and trewc oertyfycate of all the pre* 
*' mysed, according to my Dewtye, and your Graces eaLpectations, beyng 
** nsAjt at all timet to accomplysh your Giaces Commandement to the 
*' uttermost of my Power, as knoweth the lyring Lord, who have jrour good 
^ Grace in his blessed tuition. 

** From my Manor of Matheme, the so Day of Januafy, 1500. 
« Your Graces to command 

« ANTHONY LANDAFFE^. 

Leaving Matheme, I returned to the Passage 
inn by the boundary of St. Pierre's park, lament^ 
ing much less the exclusion from a sight of the 
pictures, antiquities, and beauties of the place, 
than being prevented an opportunity of knowing 
something of a man whose name is seldom men- 
tioned but to be praised. Following a pleasing 
winding footpath, a short mile westwanl of the 
inn, on the brink of the clifi; reached Trinity 
Chapel, Sudbrook, and, as not unfreqiiently with 
deserted piles, gracefully mantled and encircled 
witli ivy.. Persons are now Uvijog who remem* 
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her the chapel being used for divine service; 




but jfbr v^hat reason the edifice was sufiered to 
go to decay^ is not strictly known; its relics 
shew it to have been ,of early date^ (at least 
7CX) yeai^) ; but by whom^ or how appropri-^ 
ated^ whether as a pricvy^ or otherwise^ ho 
tnacei; are left^ at least that I could leam^*-* 
Hs retired situation^ overshadowed by treesy 
[KPoduced peaceful meditation ; nor could I avoid 
feeling an interest for its future fale^ from the 
encroadunents of the Severely whidi aieems to 

D 
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have "marked it for its own/ having scarcely 
lefl sufficient support for its mouldering foun- 
dation. Its ruins tfTe^really picturesque, and its 
little belfry, raising its head from a mas^ of 
ivy, truly pleasing. It was in vain to attempt 
decyphering the characters on the remnants of 
tombs, as they were so incrusted with vege- 
tation, and those deep grooves, which once 
constituted letters, were now inhabited by loftier 
grasses and mosses; having bestowed consider- 
able pains and perseverance on one appearing 
of modem date, with difficulty made it out to be 
to the memory of Blethen Smith, who died 17 th 
October, 17 57, aged 60 ; of this person is related 
the following story s — ^^ While on his death-bed 
he entreated that he might be consigned to the 
Severn, at, a place called the Shoots; his friends 
earnestly requested him not to continue in such 1 
wish, as it would be too painful a task on their 
feelings to execute : — ^he then revoked it,- and 
desired to be interred in this chapel, adding, as it 
will eventually find a watery grave, from the river 
so hastily encroaching and ^pping its foundation, 
his desire would be gratified/' The following lin^ 



15 



may not be unbteresting^ as they contain so true 
a description of the chapel in its present state : — 

** A mouldering scnictnre then ippetied in Tiew, 

** Aroond whose top the cieeping ivy grew : 

*' Once a tut chnrch, adorned by curious art, 

** In crnmbling stonies now dropping part from part, 

** White-thorns and briars interwoven round, 

** Vie with its top and fill the desert ground ; 

*' Denying entrance to the curious eye, 

" To view the graves that underneath them lie : 

*' When thus my thoughts vrith meditation ^ow, 

*' And ^us my words in mournful accents flow : 

* Is this the place where numerous footsteps trod ; 

* Where living votaries fill'd the bouse of God ? 

* Wheie the foil chorus of the sounding choir 

< Bade one loud strain of prayer and praise aspire ? 

* How silent now the desolated spot, 

' Its paths untrodden, and its use forgot!' " 

Near the foot of the chapel^ are the remains of 
a Roman entrenchment ; but as considerable part 
has been destroyed by the Severn washing its 
fdiores^ it is not easy to discern what might have 
been its original shape or size^ the present ele- 
vated rampart encloses an area of upwards of 300 
yards^ and the whole appears nearly of a right- 
angular form^ except bending inwards at the west- 
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Wttrd point ) it is pi^e^umed form^fy to have been 
sep&mted from the main land> and erected by the 
Romans^ to cover the disembarkation of thdr 
troops. This place is considered as one of the 
links in the line of camps and fortieses from 
Bath to the greater stations in the country of the 
Silures^ as it Was an undeviating principle with 
them to have a direct communication from one 
place to another unobstructed, were the distance 
ever so great. Some coins of tliat empire have 
been found herei but I could not learn who had 
any in their possession. 

A short walk across the fidds brpught me to 
the small village of Portscuit ; where I found 
nothing remarkable, but rendered interesting from 
a knowledge of its hospitable Rector. 

At the extremity of tho^e plains called CaMeeot 
Level, stMHl ^e picturesque and interesting ruin^ 
Df its castle. The magnitude and figure, joined 
to the variety of forms for the diilerent puiposes 
of defence, shew it to have been, in early ages, of 
considerable consequence ; suffictent yefitiges arft 
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Femaming to percave that d^nce was added* to 




solidity, and leave not the shadow of a doubt, 
that it was adapted for the residence of a noble 
prc^etor s and historians pronounce^ this place 
was particular^ connected with the birth of king 
Henry VII. TRie real time of its founding is 
uncertain. Ldand says, ^^ the castle of Cale^ 
** coyd longing to the Kinge, is in base Vente^ 
'^land, toward the Severn shore, not far from 
^ Matthem,*' and Dugdale relates, that in 1221, 
Humphrqr^ carl of Hereford did homage, and 
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had livery of his castle of Caldeqot ; the ahces-: 
tors of the Bohun family were very early pos- 
sessors; and on .the assassination of the earl of 
Hereford, in 1397, the castle was taken to by 
the crowrt, but was restored to the son by Henry 
IV ; at his death it became the property of the 
earl of Stafford by marriage ; and on the division 
of the estates among the Bohun family, it was 
retained by Henry VI.; afterwards it belonged 
to Edward IV, who granted it to lord Herbert, 
of Raglan, afterwards created earl of Pembroke ; 
it then reverted to Henry VI. ; and' was again 
taken to by Edward IV.; by Richard JII. it was 
returned to the duke of Buckingham, a descend- 
ant of the earl of Stafford ; but when both the 
duke and his son were beheaded for rebellion, 
the castle was, by Henry VIII. added to the duchy 
of Lancaster, from which it was leased by the 
carls of Worcester, during the reigns of Elizabeth, 
James I. and Charles I. and is now held by 
C H.Leigh, Esq. 

. It cannot but be regretted,, that mansions so 
long in succession of noble families should be 
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su^red to decay; one would iinagine the pride of 
ancestry would be sufficient reason to preserve 
the residence of their progenitors, and the various 
matters belonging to it from dilapidation, and 
hand down the mode and construction of different 
^ages to posterity. It is a subject that diffuses a 
gloom over tlie fancy, and tinctures the thoughts 
with sorrow. 

For defence it was strong, and almost impreg- 
nable; and from the variety of formation, it is 
evident it was built at different times, as Saxon 
and Norman characters are still visible. The 
entrance and front of the castle have well sur- 
vived the injuries of time^ and ^ve it a grand 
and venerable appearance: the ivy, with which 
it is thickly coated, makes it difficult to discern 
its upper form, and now serves only as a re- 
tired retreat for those birds which withdraw from 
the busy scenes-^ of day. The whole has been 
surrounded by a moat, which, when the river 
Throggy was more serviceable, might have been 
easily filled with water; the remains of the keep, 
and the communications, a curious observer may 
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trace, and find abundant matters to prove its 
former consequence: its ori^nal erection waa 
imdoubtedly for security, the situation determin- 
ing it not to be chosen for the sake of beauty, as 
it neither commands grandeur of scenery or sin- 
gularity of landscape ; yet, on the whole, has an 
awful and pleasing efiect. 

In all probability these parts have borne great 
interest, for we are told, the Throggy was navi- 
gable unto Caerwent, which was a mart of some 
consequence ; if this was the case, it is not unlikely 
but Caldecot was intended for the protection 
of the surrounding country. That Portscuit was 
anciently a port we are certain from history, as 
well as the tradition of the natives, biit time, and 
the alteration of the currents in the Severn, have 
reduced this once busy place to a Kttle credt, 
scarcely eyer used, except in imminent danger, 
by the small craft that navigate the Severn and 
Wye. 

One can rardy travel for any distance in this 
quarter, without perceiving indubitable proofs <^ 
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the splendor that has reigned. Indeed the local 
situation^ and numerous conveniendeSj were suf- 
fident inducements to give these parti the pre- 
ference to others^ and to render them d^ible 
to the Romans for stationary purposes. Througl^ 
out the whole kingdom it is but seldom we can 
discover the want of judicbus. reasons in any of 
their fixed residences ; their roads for communi- 
cation are numerous^ and monuments of their 
wiwearied assiduity^ convince us that nothing 
was left undone for convenience or security. 

Although the present appearance of Caerwent 
has nothing re^ctable or inviting, yet it deserves 
every attention that can be bestowed by the 
antiquarian or lover of those scites memorable 
lor having been the scenes of magnificence, ge- 
nins^ and heroism. Roman greatness has at this 
place Aoae with a splendor little inferior to any 
oth^ part of the kingdom ; firagments of stately 
inles, and innumerable coins and medals, have 
been found to prove the consequence this place 
has borne among their stations. 

% 
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It 18 situated on the Via Julia, or military rosai, 
which, Camden informs us, was made in the year 
80, by Julius Frontinus; but now few are the 
remains whereby it can be traced; the walls which 
i^l^losed the fortified space may still be ascertained 
by close investigators, and those parts which are 
distinct, exhibit, perhaps, the most perfect rem- 
nants of Roman masonry in the kingdom, and 
prove the judicious means they used to render 
their works as lasting as could be done by human 
perseverance. Some idea of its original strength 
may be formed by a part, nearly ten yards long, 
and of the whole thickness, which has separated 
from the rest and completely rdled over. Le- 
LAND, who was here in the sixteenth century, 
says it had then the appearance of having been 
^^Sumtyme, a fair and large Cyte;** that the 
^' places where the 1111 gates was, yet appeare;** 
^nd, '^ in dig^ng they finde fundations of great 
^^ Brykes, Tessellata, Pavimenta and Numismata, 
" argentea, simul et aerea.* 

British lustories of the central ages are in gene- 
ral silent relating to Caerwent, nor are the Welsh 
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writings very communicative^ and the spot which 
was originally occupied by niunerous Roman edi- 
ficeSy are substituted by few houses^ cottages^ and 
a church, all of which were apparently raised 
from the fragments and facings of former splen- 
dor ; and, in all probability, where 10,000 souls 
have inhabited, there are not at this time more 
than 100 perscms. 

This was the Venta Silurum of Antoninus, and 
is supposed to be the capital of the Silures before 
die Roman conquest; afterwards it was considered 
to have held its dependence on Caerleon, to 
which place there is a tradition, that it also had 
a communication by a subterraneous passage^ 
whose entrance was from a lane which still re- 
tains the name of Arthur. 

On three sides may be observed what was once 
a deep moat ; and on the western end of the south 
front, are three half bastions prcgecting from the 
wall, of octangular form, each side measuring 
about ten feet : the whole is in circuit more 
jthan a mile, and where the walls are most perfect^ 
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inaybe twelve ^t thick at the hottom^ and eight 
or nine at top ; ];i»u:;hmg to the height of twenty- 
feur-feet. It is impossible not to notice the pleas- 
ing iBttid singillar ap^)earance of the ruins, in some 
places broken, mouldering, and melancholy; in 
Others agreieably diversified by a variety of foliage : 
'trees and ivy adorn the ruira, and contribute 
to awaken sensations of departed magnificence^ 
now only known from the silent records, with 
Which the 'place numerously abound. 

Tkere isHo doiifet'but Agricola resided here for 
sometime; and Tacitus*s assertion of hisendea* 
Vbttritig to sciften the ferdciou^ manners of the 
Biitorrs, by ihtroducing refinements and specimens 
bf the arts, seems realised by the tessdlated pave- 
ment, which, when originally discovered in 1777> 
must have been beautifiil indeed ; as the follow- 
ing' is- the xic^aiit descHptibn* by Mr. W yndh am : 



' ^c'Thtf ptTcment i^ hi length twenty-one feet six inches, and in breadtk 
** eTghteen lcct» a border edged with the Greek scroll and fiet, siutoiinds the 
" whole, but on- the north side this border, being upwards of three feet, is 
** much broader than on the other side ; this was designed in order to 
i* reducd'the circles wl^in a square. These circles are about three feet 




The rtjr/rr t-^rote cfMr Tcfedlated I^vemeiit, at U o/i<ima^ ff/;^4.r'd 
CM i'As t^coTfty //// (m^ikr J^m/»^rty^' T. Lewis £s^T ttf CktfiUim . 
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Tf iiid MB cncuciod with ft fttteiy of cfe^nit oniMmts^ isd 
''tqwited from euh other by fcgolar and eqaaldiscaaoes. I.thiok thoe 
■^ an thirteen of these cirdes. The pieces of which the pavement b ooi»- 
" posed lie nevly square^ the bieadth of them being about the size of a 
*' nanow die ; these aie of Tarioafl ot^oars, blncy white, yeUow, and nd ; 
** the fint and second aie of stoncy and the yellow and red are of tena 0001 ; 
" bj a jncficioiis miztoie of these coloais, the whole pattern is as stixmgljf 
*' docribed as it would have been in oil colours. The original level ii 
** perfectly pi es er vc d , and the whole composition is so elegant and well 
** eaecotedy that I think it has not been surpassed by any mosaic pavement 
" that has been discovered on this, or even on the other side of the Alps. 
** Id my opinion^ it is equal to those beautifal pavements which are pio- 
^ sened in the palace of the King of Nicies at Fortice. I am strong 
" iodmed to think, that it b of the same age with Agricola.*'* 

Another author adds^ " This probably was the 
<^ state room or tent of the prefect of the Legio 
'^ Secunda Aug. from an inscription on a stone dug 
^^ up here.— Julia Esseunda vixit annos xxxv.** 

From this description I was eager to see it, and 
having procured leave of the tenant, and given a 
precaution not tje distiurbed in my research, 
proceeded to the place through an orchard whose 
spreading branches were bending under the weight 
of fruity and modestly paying homage to that soil 

• Afchsologia. 
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which gave them birth; but conceive my aston- 
ishment and chagrin, to find the remnants of that 
once precious relic, were then being unmercifiilly 
rooted up by a sow and her numertms offspring ; 
after driving them away, (with no slight degree of 
anger), found but little remaining, and that little 
so defaced by weeds and grass as to be scarcely 
iseen, and though a day was nearly bestowed in 
removing the obstructions, I was unable to trace 
any characters, excepting the central circle, but 
am, by the kindness and assistance of Mrs. 
Lbbson, of Pontypoo), enabled to present this 
now interesting relic to the public ; as the original 
drawing in the library of Ruperra was destroyed 
in the imfortunate conflagration of that place 
in 3783. 

When first discovered, the proprietor enclosed 
it with a wall, and it is truly to be regretted, 
that such methods had not been persevered in 
as would have preserved that excellent curiosity 
fi'om the injuries of the elements and the depre- 
dations of numerous visitors, who, not regarding 
how much they effectually mutilated its original 
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beauty/ were anxious to possess specimens of that 
antiquity, and have, by piece-meal, conveyed away 
a considerable portion : tlie remains, bearing no 
longer any traces of its former character, lay in 
heaps for those who can or will be as well satisfied 
with the die, as the elegance of the pavement. Se- 
veral of them I brought away, but could not find 
one yellow, therefore presume that colour was 
stained, as the native hues of the stone were blue 
and white, and the red a terra cota ; all of which 
were inlaid in a white cement : much of the or- 
chard is very uneven, and strewed with desolated 
heaps of ruins, manifesting the foundation of other 
works of their labour ; with remnants of tiles, on 
the surface of which' are many parallel lines^ form- 
ing triangles on the centre. 

In a field west of the church, called the Copses, 
are found vast quantities of scoria, or Roman 
cinders, the relics of melted ore, which, from the 
mode of smelting in those days, caused so con- 
siderable a waste, and readily accounts why such 
abundance are found on ancient Roman scites; 
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th^ extracted the ore by first laying an high tier 
of wood^ and then a layer of iron stone spread aver 
itj thusaltematdy^ until the pile had reached the 
intended height^ from which small particles ^rould 
escape. 

Near the walla I observed a curious shrub to 
vegetate resembling the elder both in appearance 
and smell ; but on close kivestigatian, found it 
materially to deviate, not only by a. fibred, steni^ 
but a much longer and narrower leaf. To the 
Rev. Mr. WiLiriAMS I was particularly indebted 
for the following account of it (and whose inde«- 
fatigable assistance in several other interesting 
matters^ must entitle him to my thanks), it has 
the reputation of being fi3und only in places 
formerly the scenes of dreadful contests ; it dies 
with the stalk, and rises fresh every spring, yield- 
ing an abundance of juice, which is deemed ex- 
cellent for swdlings or bruises, and particularly 
in diseases peculiar to the female breast; its 
Welsh name is DAWLE-owAn-^wTR-MASW ; 
that is, gromngfrcm human blood. 
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Tt> add to the obligation^ he presented me 

with the remains of a beautiful Roman pillar; the 

capital is enriched with the leaf expressed in the 

composite order, the shaft decorated with foliated 

ornaments in excellent preservation : these he has 

allowed me to place in his yard^ near the road 

«de^ for the inspection of the curious. He like* 

wise enabled me to procure numerous coins, many 

of which had been carefully preserved for a gentle* 

man who visited the place several years ago, but is 

now supposed to be dead. Thus I was extremely 

fortunate in becoming the possessor of a valuable 

lot, which, otherwise, I might have been years in 

obtaining ; valuable, not as a treasure of money, 

but of information, from the resemblance, figures, 

and inscriptions that adorn them. In the person 

are traced those features which characterise a 

haughty, cruel, or merciful disposition; on the 

reverse, that legendary eloquence beyond the 

reach of manuscript; we likewise see females^ 

whose beauty has been the happiness or misery 

of whole kingdoms, and has swelled volumes in 

description ; and others, though, perhaps, once 

famous, totally unheard of in the page of history. 
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When tve thus reflect on the number of the(se 
expressive records which are founds we cannot 
suppose them to be the remains of negligence^- 
but the enlarged idea of a great and flourishing^* 
nation^ scattered on days of triumph and public^ 
solann occasions^ to point where they had colo- 
nized and civilized a barbarous people by their 
laws, learning, and useful arts. Nothing can 
more positively determine them to be Nummi 
Memoriales, than the following circumstance : 
a pit in Glamorganshire, attributed to remote an« 
tiquity, with no history or tradition to inform us 
by whom it was worked, was lately explored, when 
a Roman coin of Victorianus was found, wiiich is 
in the possession of Lady Salusbuby. 

As those in my possession are of undoubted 
authority, I shall insert those which are in the 
most perfect preservation ; but as coins or medals 
are those curious subjects requiring the pen of a 
virtuoso, or deep read in history, to set them in 
their true light,! dare not attempt a particular 
illustration of them, as my abilities are incompe- 
tent; and with difiidence shall observe briefly on 
such as appear most striking. 
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-A doable &ee withoot any legend ;-RVcne not dittinfujsliable, l>at Roma 
to be obscnred. This coin is presumed to be one of Cunoheline, which 
British histories write Kymbdine^ he lived in Rome (which accords with the 
word Room), and was in great favor with Augustus Casar, by whom hs 
was inide knight* and bj which ncfns the peace of Britain was conUnued 
without the payment of tribute.-rtir S{eeo» 

An embattled head, Iq^ COII ;~ by some it is snppoaed to be a coia 
•f CoMius ; — reverse, horse feeding, denoting a country at peace, ri^h^ 
and in abundance, COLA. 

A plain bead ; tcvaaitf man on hoiieback, inth a laige blanch over hit 
shoolder. It has been so defaced by scouring, that the beauty of its 
ancient character is nearly lost. The reveise of this coin resembles ont 
found near Sudbrook encanipment, as laeationed in the 5 th vol. of tha 
AichSBologia. 

Uuicatedhead, ANTONINUS PIUS. P. P. T. R. P. CX)S. III. ; imne, 
figoie fesembling Hope, a wreath in one hand and a wand in the other. 
Legend not disctmible, but the head is in the most bcantifol antiqiit 
prcservatiofk 

Ar. Lanieated head, CAESAR VESPASIANUS AUG. ; revene, a aov* 
beoeach it IMP. the nemainder so encrusted with sacred rust, as to make it 
oot legible. A similar coin is in tiiB collection of the earl of P6mbiok& 
yiie Gentleflaan*s Bfagazine^ 1707> p* 498* 

Filleted head, D. N. DECENTIUS. NOB. CAES. ; reTerK,.tfie Qiota 
which Constantino beheld in the skies, so placed that it lottmBji thd 
-Greek sentence, *^ In hoc vince," and considered an auspiciovt omeo} on 
the eve of the battle against Mazentiiu. SALUS» D. D> N. K AUG. ZTm 

CAES. 
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launated head, IMP. CAES. DOMITlAN. AUG, GERM. COS. XX. 
rererscy an altar ; above it, SALUTIS ; bielow, AUGUS^FI. On the restor* 

ation of health to the Emperor. 

Laureated head, IMP. CAESAR. TRAJAN. HADRIANUS. AUG.; 
reverse, figure denoting Peace, with cornucopia in one hand, and vest ga 
thered up with the other, supposed to be filled with £rutt, denoting that 
plenty is the conaequence of peace. FAX. COS. III. 

Head, coroni radiata, type of divimty, the spikes representing the raja of 
the sun, IMP. CAES. ALEXANDER. AUG. ; reverse, figure seated in « 
careless posture, the emblem of security, SECURITAS PERPETUA. 

Ar. Radiated head, IMP. CAES. ANTONINUS. AUG. ; reverse, figure 
^seated between two military emblems, that by the fidelity of the army pub* 
lie peace was preserved. FIDES. 

Plain head, MAXIMUS CAES. GERM.; reverse, large vase which 
- contained the frankincense ; and other sacrificing utenrils. PIETAS. AUG. 

Ar. Female head, with hair enclosed in a net, FAUSTINA AUGUSTA. ; 
reverse, figure aeated| with a cornucopia in her hand. FORTUNA^ 
MUUEBRI. 

' Head, corona radiatJ, IMP. CALLECTUS. FAV.; revene, figure ic- 
presenting Peace, with vest filled, an olive in one hand, a wand, the sjrmbol 
of divinity, in the other, PAX« AUG. ML,— This is one of the most perfect 
evcfseen. 

Female bead, PLAUTILLA AUGUSTA ; leveiae, figure in the character 
• 9l Piety, an infimt in one arm, a wand leaning on the other, PIETAS. The 
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chOd denotes a pledge of peace, as it often took away the occasion of wat . 
^ CQttins^ off all disputes to the sncoeasiotty which made it to be considesed 
a public btessing. 

S|»Rd head, IMP. VICTCMUANUS. AUG.; lerersey figure, a cormi- 
capift. IB one hand, pointing with the other to the ground, which had 
yielded abundance. ABUNDANTIA. 

Female head, SEVERINR. AUG; re?ene, figure between two militafy 
cittigns, CONCORDIA MIUTUM, signifying public peace was preser?ed 
by the allegiance of the anny. 

Head, CUALUCINUCINIUS. P. P. AUG.; levene, figure being 
^fowned with a wieath by Ptaie, supported on his right hand ; in his left 
a speir ; on the ground, a bird with a wreath in its beak. lOVI. OONSER« 
VATORL SJSJi. The bird expresses the symbol of vigilance, by whidi 
the state had been preserved. 

laueated head, IMP. CONSTANTINUS. P. P. AUG; revere, three 
standards, S.P.Qi.R. OPTIMUS, the remainder not l^ble; an important 
terrioe perfo rm ed by three legions which were thus particularly honoured ; 
to thb refers^ likewise denotes an oath of fidelity to the Bmperor. 

Hdmetedhead, IMP. GRATIANUS. P. P. AUG; reverse, asoldier in a 
gilley, who appears to be encouraging others to follow him. GLORIA* 
HONORUS. to perpetuate some memorable invasion* 

Head,D. N. HONORUS. P. P. AUG. ; reverse, a soldier with the labaram 
in one hand, a globe in the other; GLORIA ROMANORUM, denoting, 
the ffory of Roman arn^s could phcc the standard in any part of the 
mid. 
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Hesd, coroQi radiata» IMP. VICTORIANUS. P. F. AUG; revene, figtixe 
with a spear in one hand, a shield in the other. ROMA. AUG. that a pro- 
paiation for war, was the security of peace, and of Rome. 

Af » Studded fillet head, D. N. VALENS* P. F. AUG. ; reverse, a seated 
figure, ^th the ¥rand of divinity hy her side, being crowned by Fame 
URBS ROMA; by religion and arms the Roman city is secure. 

Ar. FiUcte4#he«l, D. N. VALENTIANUS. lUN. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, 
figure of Rome seated, with a wand in one hand, and being crowned by a 
small Victory, which she supports on the other; by her side is a child, and 
above it a star, denoting it to be a pillar of the Julian race. URBS ROMA. 

Ar. Head, IMP. CAES. DOMITIANUS ; reverse, victory seated. aSet- 
n^ a wreath. VICTORI, 

Filleted head, D. N. VALUCINLICINIUS. NOVE; reverse, a building 
vesembling the gate of a city, rrpresenting the Castra Pnetoria at Rome^ 
the nagaaine of com for the people. PROVIDENTIA. 

Laoreated head, being crowned by Faroe, CONSTANTINUS. lUN. 
NOB. C ; reverse, BEATA TRANQUILUTAS ; an altar with a globe upon 
it; above, three stars; by victory blest tranquillity was restored to the 
^oiUL 

Head, D. N. VAL^TINIANUS. P. F. AUG, ; reverse, soldier keepng a 
captive down with one hand, and supporting the labarum with the other ^ 
llcnotiag the conquest of a cdony. 

Head, corona radiata, IMP. CALLECTUS. P. F. AUG; reve^, a giUcf 
with several rowers ; denoting prosperity. VIRTUS. AUG. 



35 



Filleted head, GRATIANUS. P. F. AUG ; nreise, a Roman crowned by 
Fame, and reoeiTing offisrs irom a supplicant on his kne£k ; legend noc 
djsceinable. 

Head, CRISPUS. NOB. CAES; rereise, an altar with VOnS.XX.upbn 
it, and a globe with two stars. TRANQUILUTAS. ; tranquillity is restored 
to all nations in the world. 

Spired head» IMP. CA. TACITVS* AUG; reverse, soldier marefatns with 
a lance in his hand, and iron mace on his shoulder, such at was some- 
cimes used by Roman uoopers. MARS. VICTOR. 

Head, D. N. VALENTINIANUS AUG ; rereise, soldier with foot on m 
captive, and supporting the labarum* VIRTUS. EXERCITI. 

Wreathed head, IMP. LICINIUS P. F. AUG.; reverse, soldier, resting 
me hand on a shield, in the other a weighty javelin, called Pilum. MAR- 
TRION SERVATOR. 

Plain bead, D. N. MAGNENTIUS; P. F. AUG. ; reverse, two female 
figures with joined hands, representing unity supporting a shield, on which 
H^pcan, VOT. V. MULT. X. VICTORUE. D. D. N. AUG. ; amity pio* 
cuKd by some memorable victory. 

Helmeted head, URBS. ROMA; rtvene, wolf suckling two children ; 
above them a branch, a symbol of victory, and two stars ; denoting them 
to be pillars of the Julian race, and preservers of the Roman city. 

Filleted head, VALENTI ANUS. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, soldier, one hand 
on the head of a captive, and in the other a labarura, on which was wrought 
the crosa that Constantine beheld in the skies. GtORIANO HONORU& 
I'ide Addisov on Medals. 
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HMd, with^rich studded filkt, FLIVI. CONSTANTIUS. NOBE. ; k> 
^cnc, two soldien with ipein in their hands, looking at a star above them. 
GLORIA EXERCITVS. The fiiihcr of Julius CsBsar was supposed to have 
been changed into a star* the appeaiance of which was considered a good 
. omen, and caused the teying, " See, Csssai's lamp is lighted in the skies," 

Lauieated head, CONSTANTINUS. MAX. AUG. ; levenc, two sol- 
dien with spean, guarding two standards; GLORIA E31ERCITVS, in 
honor of victoiy, and in compUment to the soldier»- 

Head, CONSTANS. P. F. AUG. ; icrene, two figures of Fams, with 
wieaths. VICTORLA AVGUSTORUM.; struck on the defeat of some 
barbarians* 

Head, CONSTANTINUS. AUG. ; reverse, two soldiers, between thera 
the labarum with a cross, such as our Saviour died on. GLORIA. EX- 
ERCrrUS. ; strock to please the soldiery, who (not the emperor) at that 

time managed the empire. 

t 

Ar. Head, D. N. VALENTIANUS. P. F. AUG. 5 reverse, alargc wreath, 
round it, VOT. V. MULT. X. ; meaning that the people vowed that the 
emperor might live ten years ; and by multiplying the number, vrishcd 
him, in their acclamation, a return of many ten years. *-^Vik Camdbn. 

Head, IMP. COLLECTUS. P*F. AUG.; reverse, a galley in the distiac- 
(ion of happiness. VIRTUS. AUG. 

Head, corona radiatS, IMP. C. CURL. DIOCLETIANUS. AUG.; re- 
verse, two figures with hands joined, CONCORDIA. MILITUM.; si^ 
nifying that amity vras restored among the soldiers. 

Head, with rich studded fillet, GRATIANUS. AUG. ; reverse, a floldiet 
leaning on his shield with one hand; and holding the standard vritb the 
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Ins dttty to su(»port It with tiis ttfe; ' " a^^'^^q vz^ nt j-f §iria£3i ^113* 
Filleted bead, D.N. CONSTA. P. F. AUG. ; levene, a gaUey, in wh:ch 

]ionoiirofvaiiq«lkfii%^ta'b£fe^1^ (Vm7£ 3^1) o) Jnami.'qmo.'^ n/ i-xnt: 

misM fiat!; etJMsrrkN^. p. i?. Arciy t^r^ 'fw(> fib«Mi ^omms 

lery Urint'lm^lttt^ i&nM^hetv^i' ^aUikaif^i^,^ ]^«biMy ^Mtflfef/^ 
garlatid of width' iRTiiMi^e^M^ iMbf W'tAfe^NMiiaii'«anW' 

VlCItAlAC AUG; 0:'ir/R-^''^''''''A '•• *-^-' ^^ ^ •■• - • • /MOV rj>f 

:'*•< ^.^ ,:..-> .-L I . . 6* '(:,;-. 

Hdmeted bead ; wftnCf figure resembling Hq)e» with the symbol of 
dMyty^iB oar iiiH*;imiyrtife^» fl»l< rt dij g > ^^»liW^ •rcMii.^ditf^lli- 
blem of eieMity. 'Ptii figuHi irii6^htiMid^ikMttbWI«M*/a<dlMl<a0itbi» - 

that the symmetry of the p^non can be seen through it. 

Wreathed ieady. €X»ttr!tftN9BI06. ft F^iAIIG. } mPrntt^tSfaim ^Ath. 
lays darting from hts head, and a globe in his hand. This coin is one to 
shew the extent of human vanity and the e0ects of flattery* denoting him 
the ol&pring of the sun, by whose beauty the world was enlightened* 

Wreathed head» VALENTINIANUS. NOB. CAES. ; reverie, figure with 
a spear in one haadand thunderbolt in the other, denoting, if aroused to 
war, a terrible and irresistible force in battle. 

Head, coroi^ radiadi, IMP. YICTORIANUS. AUG. ; reverse, figure 
ofeing the emblem of peace with one hand, and supporting the wand of 
dWiiuty in the other. PAX* 
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Hiid. with ttadM Slcc. H N. GEATUNUS, P, F. Ayo.-. i«Tcrs9r 
nfQ>« leaning in in caty postuie, wit]^ i| jNitfrt in her ^)n^ ppmy^M^. 
fbe ofleringi were poQie4 on the alttr. SECURIT^lS. REPUBUCAE. 

i>iUetea^iittil,''d)N^^ MAX.: reverse, two ar^.foldiefs^ 

standiM tjr m mllittf^^ensjm GLORIA. p^RCITVS.^ tbit (;ptii.irM 
ttskck in eompUment to the trmy^on the defeat of M^xentiq^, ^ ^c -u ^ 

tilUted hnAi VALENTINJ4NVS. P. F, AU^.^^^^^W^ ^. wis^ 
B^iit dietsedii^ a Mv|.TietvM, roovinr in batte,^a palm bran^ in ^ne^ 

'■c» J"! , « I- '*• •'':•"■- ■' >if' r '•'/*■; . ■ ". f '_ ' 

nand,«n4 a garlaJwd ih the other» below which ia a ^yJ^TfSfftOf^^ 
REPVBUCA* Tbit coin was atruclc in AntioQJ|i».9n ^liuin bc^ jeaipBO^ 
which wu in a declining, state. 



With twcntjMwo otben, principally dyplicatef to tfie a^ye ; and fhirtji- 
tight Boie, not tufilciendy,perfe9t to be described wifh certainty, . ^ 

Leaving C^erwent, at the diskarice of three 
fnite?, P^ipJ^pw pre^c^s ita^lf ^ the lefti. v 
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Of this ca$tle a sniall part only remains^ now 
humbled to the occupation of a farm-house; it 
was originally a fortress of consequence^, and the 
residence of ihk Seymoxir family^ who came to 
Britain at the Roman conquest^ and were the an«- 
cestors of the present illustrious families^ the dukes 
of Somerset and Northumberland. It has been 
thought that Penhow was of Roman or^^^ and 
one of the agiarian protections to the forest of 
Wentwood; at all events the Romans seind 
this with others of the same nature^ and for the 
«ame purpose. The situation is in many respects 
delightful^ and the scenery around it charming ; 
some parts open and exposing distance^ mingled 
variations^ and objects valuable or interesting; 
other parts are so thickly clothed with wood 
and forest-like appearance^ to prevent further 
peoetmtion; seated, as the castle is^ on an emi* 
neoce, it is also sufficiently retired and suited 
for qaietoess, for in some parts of its neighbour* 
hood, and nearly close to it, it cannot be imme-? 
diately discovered. The wood perceived on the 
right hand, linking the chain of low mountains, 
is called Wentwood, formerly .of astonishing 
extent, and a royal chace. 
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Turning from the turnpike opposite to the sign 
of the Unicom, pursued a rough, uneven, narrow^ 
road, overshadowed with trees ; the opening from 
it assumed a more barren aspect, but the distance 
was diversified by a small village and straggling 
cottages, the whole bounded by the Bristol chan* 
nel. Holmes islands, &c. &c. forming a pleasing 
picture of innocent and rural life, and a fine 
perspective landscape, so happy when presented 
on canvass. 

About a mile and half from the road is 
Pencoed castle, commanding a prospect at 
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once delightful and pleasing; here we hare 
an additional instance of the revolution in mat- 
ters of this kind; another guarding fortress 
to the forest of Wentwood, and consequently 
used for the double purpose of residence 
and defence, for we find that, ori^nally, the 
famOies to whom they severally belonged, made 
it the constant rule to reside in them ; thus they 
were in general as magnificent in construction, 
as convenient for use and entertainment. Several 
very respectable families acknowledge their ances- 
tors as proprietors, and residents at this place, 
and from its remains we may form a consider- 
able idea of its former consequence. 

How far such fortresses were or were not 
attended with suspicion and trouble to the several 
governments, and gave protection to plots and 
schemes agidnst them, I shall not presume to 
dwell on; but one cannot behold the dilapidation 
of such mansions without feeling a regret that 
they should be suffered to go to decay ; or that 
the consequence of families should degenerate 
in such a maimer as to disable them firom main* 
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taining that hospitality they undoubtedly distri* 
buted^ and the necessai-y employment they would 
naturally give to a number of the neighbouring 
poor. 

There is a majesty and a peculiar venerableness 
attaching to the entrance ; and the remnant of 
^hat was once the keep, being partially covered 
by creeping foliage hanging gracefully from 
its battlements^ adds an additional dignity to the 
yrhole. The* variety of the ornamental ports, and 
different ^hape of th^ wir)dpw$ {ire num^rpus, 
sorne wliolly destroyed, soipe patched, »nd only 
those of immediate service being preserved, cauge 
the building to assume a singular appearance, 
9n4 pi:es^nts a tr^e picture pf fy4^ pro^p^ty. 

iVH the remaining gpartipents, once the ^Wt» of 
mirtj) ftnd festivity, we cpnverted to the various 
pujrppses of itg farming inhabitant^f not r^rdiug 
regularity otherwise than suiting th^r pCQup^tiOM: 
l^fiving walked round it, b\!^t with no induce* 
ment to ^k for .9 sight pf tl)e inpi4^} I f^t down 
tg tftke y^e r^l^resentntipn of it» ptewny, uui 
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-«rlM»> neifly fbridied, <it« occiipie)- 'tatttd fdrward 

dnsMA tiauge i •ki k^ cttAtehts*/ on my drawifi'^ 
bobf o(|ii^deti^V'*l)kifc' nty ^'e^ 'Withoat ^oWitig 

■faliinikelu* fnahiiertr>nMt«^'^^tV^ or' tiis I<^lEs 

:I aftenmnkr-uM6r«tottd» tNrt tfti^ 'ebnd^6^ 
(vUdt *as nevep ite«Ml^.iii'ariy"Mh^' i^s^iii^'^ 
iml»a%;pEOoaedid' fibtn'hb' Wfil^^'V^i^ce 
with his landlonl, by whoM'hb*'tn)^e ^iMtth^'^ 
was sent to make some remarks respecting di- 
lil^datioas. ' '" :o. ilnrfii')i>iiiO 'iwi 1 
.... . ,. , ,-,, !i,u.-ivl-.b >.it •.:.:nMMn, n. oUiw 

•Betumn^ to the'trjkl ly 'the wiy I ciame,' ai' 
the distanoe i)f?two<<miI^ 'oh the Mah'd^gani' 
iDMaon pcwents 4t8df;^ike£rtejA'on^^ eminence, 
deeorated with aU'the appendk^ io denote 'a 
readetiee of distkiction/ and ia reader it aA in- 
tefcating^. and .pleaotig ob|i6et t6 the iravdler:' 
enquiring of an old woman the name 6( the place 
and proprietor^ she answered^ Lanweme^ the seat 
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ofi^ir koi^EBT SiitJSBUHY, Baft. De$i'tbus of 
learmng k I'litt'^ th« 6hii^ct^ brpeH^tas of a 
coituitfy Wludi' r wisS then' a singer to, itkdii66d 
me? to 1je Jiiqufeitive for that ' of its-T^^^4cftk • 
wfiiii givihg' frit a' ldol^,iis^tf jiityin^ lfe^^6iakijr 
foi' ttot knbwlii^"tiiati"1<^te«; ^^]ir&irin^ ' rife 
w6^Mfeffe S^ W6rta^^br;-^iii'«polfi^ ' 

with a warmth of praise, animated 4>y )i'pe6n^Rar 
pleasure her lips appeared to take in expressing 
thei?' ■ liames, aritf ' ' co^vincici' "roe iVie ' ii^ST only 
akivfeyM'^he'vbice of general iestefem, fctit^ €hat' 
tlfe'^graititua^ ©!^ !ler hedrt'U^ in iiitik>W *^lth 
trfeMcil^ty Ofhfef-lips.-'^^ V= ^>- '^^^'' ^"i "^-' 

From Christchurch-yard all travfilitt^^ ^WHf 
unite in admiring the delightful and exquisite 
dM^'VtS 'cdfhmittding ^tiiatiftri eiWMfei' ifi^6'm 
tfi^^M^yt r8ferf^^th dhc^smg salii^acliofi, 
ahcJ'^^iife^i^^^s'^hjoynlierit frdi'n ti^e fefiibtifiilassiem- 
bfa^^df^^v^ kjicele^ of va^^^ ih tlie' dombi-' 
nitioft'of 'whlchi a^l^Hous' hhdSscape 6f nitttire^s 
priJaiiclioii isf cotlspiciiously^ jKirtt^yea, and StI* 
elegahce imitea. 
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' This church was early, founded ^riaiidwithiifit^ 

in the middle of the chancel/ is a flat graved 

stone^ placed 574 years since^ which has longi 

heen an object to the superstitiousfy credulous^ 

The neighbouring people. say^ 'tis bdongii^ to a: 

saint, but this is not confirmed^ nor eveh to be 

inu^ined from the diaracters and inscription per-^: 

cdrable on it ; but such reliance was placed oa 

its having a miraculous power to heal diseases on. 

the eve of Ascension-day^ that num]i)er8 who were 

disordered in theur limbs^ have conformed to the 

notion^ by remaining on the stone from sun^set to' 

sim-rise the next morning. In the Archaeolopa 

it is recorded that asteen were placed on it in^ 

1770 ; but the disappointments which many/ 

doubtless^ experienced, have greatly lowered the 

belief of its virtoesi and few are now the annual 

visitants to try its efficaqr. From what drcum*» 

stance this strange custom has arisen, there is 

no account, . traditional or otherwise ; and, no 

doubt, the fidlaciesJt has occasioned will^ in a fe^ 

years^obliterate its fancied property. 

H 
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Hie M^Maire mi tiie stone eonsusts of t&e 
igum e£ a man and a wemaa^ with a cross 
fartWMQ tbem^ thdr arms priced across^ with 
tfaeir hands en thdr hreaats ; bat no particular 
atanner in their dreas, whereby to distiiiguash 
1hem« The cnoes H aomewhat curiona m form-^ 
atioaj and nlher mom di^ant than the figures i 
the whole anrroasided hy an inscnption in old 
Latia dnracters ; of i^Hbich I dare not hazard a 
fiteral trsftscript^ as two gentlemen of odebrated 
genius have materially varied in thdr descriptions* 
Mr. Williams's bdng, ^ Hie jacent Johaimes 
^ Colmar et IsabeUia uxor gos^ qui obierunff 
^ Anno Domini 137^^ qnum aiabas pfndetur 
^^ Deus Amen.*^ 

And Mr. Coxa^s^ ^ Hie jaoeni Johannes 

^ et Elizabetha uxor ^us qui obierunt anno do* 
^ nuni M^CCC^LXXYi. quorum animabus mise- 
^ retur Dens Amen.** In consequence of vrfiich 
I have been induced to make a rqiresentation of 
tiie characters^ leaving it to he ducidated by die 
reader^ according to hia own judgments 
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Descending a predfHtous and troabletome 
hill, of nearly three quarters of a mile, reached 
Caerkcw: ruins present tb^msdv** A ^ S99t 




of the bridge, originally intended for its pip« 
tectton ; and, as numerous coins have beea firond 
where the piles of the bridge are now placed, 
there is no doubt of its bting the original pass : 
to a person unaccustomed to such a bridge, and 
the rattling noise whenever any weight is gomg 
over, naturally occasions some apprehensions for 
their safety, from the flooring being apparently 
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loose, yet, on close inspection, it will be found to 
be perfectly secured irom removing, fixed to the 
posts hy an horizontal bar, instead i»f being nailed 
at the ends, which was found inadequate to re- 
main long, from its aptness of splitting. The 
accounts of the tide rising so high as to cov^ 
the bridge, are erroneous; it never has been 
known yet, but that assertion has given rise to the 
idea of their being purposely loose to prevent it 
being carried away in such cases ; as it undoubtn 
ediy might, were it compacted so as to be an 
impediment to the rapid current. The amazing 
floods to which the river is subject, would render 
it not surprising if accidents did happen, but this 
is very rarely the case ; and the judgment of the 
contrivance is evinced by the durability of the 
structure, and continuance of its safety. 

« Cai^leoni now step in with stately style» 
** No feeble phrase may serve to set thee forth ; 
** Thy famous town ivas spoke of many a myle, 
. . << Tbott hast been srpat»thoa!gb now bnt little wofth: 
** Thy noble bounds hath reacht beyond them all, 
" In thee hath bene King Arthur's golden hall, 
** In thee the wise and worthies did repose,'* 
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As the shores of the Severn were in eveiy 
respect preferable to the opposite coasts of So* 
merset and Glocester^ we may suppose the 
Romans would not leave a pkce calculated for 
their schemes and suitable for their existence^ 
to be unoccupied by them; accordingly^ Caer- 
leon^ or Isca Silurum, was chosen as their prin«^ 
cipal or head-quarters in these parts; having 
under their management no less than twenty 
Roman stations^ three tribes of Britons, and the 
accommodation of the whde Second Legion of 
Augustus^ whose signatures LEG. IL AUG. are 
numerously found, recording their memory by 
this mode of historic eloquence. This place is 
by Richard called Isca Colonia; by Antonine, 
Isca Legionis Secundas Augusts; others, Isca 
Augusta; and some, setting aside all Roman chi-* 
gin, say, it is from Lleon, an ancient British king, 
who founded it, and that it was greatly enlarged 
by Dunwallo Moel Mutius, the father of Bdinus 
and Brennus, four hundred years previous to the 
Wrth of Christ, and distinguished as a royal resi- 
dence and burial place of British kings for many 
e^turies, with a variety of other reasons for the 
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ffymology of the word; but Mr. OwBir, the 
iogenious »nd indefatigable author of the Wd^ 
Dictionaiy^ affirms it is derived from its sitiMticm 
oeer two powerful streems, or Caer-Uion* the 
city of waters; after these various iuterpretatioiiSj 
it would appear almost an offence to auperior 
information in ofiering a further conjecture on 
the probability of its derivation s but, as thiis place 
4^or)itained the i^lan^ of the second ]Usion> the 
word Caer might be emblematical of that strength, 
and Leon, an abreyiation or corruption of the 
word Legion. 

Without fSsitiguing the mind with its meantngf 
or from whence or by what it acquired its title, 
tiiere ^n sufficient vestige to ascertain that it 
was formerly of great repute, and the seat of 
genius^ magnificence, and luxury : from its rdics 
we tBiiy contemplate the revolution of the Empire, 
the decay of consequence, and the instabili^ (A 
human labor; sunk is the pride of power and 
eSbrts of industry ; her riches minted with tha 
dust, and all the Ujgh display of elegance and art 
no longer perceived bi4 by the crumbling fng* 
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meats found in every direction. No distance cats' 
\>e gone over without some emblem to call oar 
rttention^ nor much depth of ground laid open 
^tfioat disturbing some portion of matter^ mth 
niudi it was formerly embellished ; renmants of 
mouldingS) inscriptions, coins, scraps of rases^ 
pBvoneata, altars, baths, subterranean passages^ 
aqueducts, and vaults. An hbtorian in the 12th 
ce&toiy gives this description of it " Many ves- 
^ tiga o£ its ancient splendor are yet remaining: 
^ stately palaces with their gilded tiles, which* 
'' fbrmeriy displayed Roman grandeur, and many 
^ sumptuous edifices ; also an exceeding h^ 
^ tower, remarkable hot baths, rmns of ancient 
^ temples, theatres encompassed with stately 
** waUs partly yet standing, subterraneous edifices 
^ are firequently met with, not only within the 
^ walls, aqueducts^ vaults, hypocansts, stoves^ 
•^ fccA 

lUs place is stated to have been for conse« • 
qomoe the third atj in Britain ; and £rom the 
year 183 to 521 it was an archbidiopiic, and had 
Aree diurdies, one of tbem annexed to a coo- 
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vent of religious virgins^ and sacred to Julius the 
martyr; the second dedicated to St. Aaron, and 
had a noble choir of canons ; the , third was the 
metropolitan church of Wales, inhabited by 
monks, who retained it till the traiislation of the 
see by St. David to Menevia ; when the subju- 
gation of the neighbouring disitricts was com- 
pleted^ there was also an estaUishxnent formed 
for an abbot and monks of the Cistertian order ; 
nor was it less conspicuous after the Saxon con- 
quest, as it is reputed to have been foremost in * 
the annals of literary fame by contaming an* 
oniversity for philosophy, astronomy, and other* 
sciences. 

The present place occupies but a trifling part 
of the ancient city, as the boundaries may be 
tolerably well traced, and the, adjoining suburbs 
were extended for some miles, where there are' 
indubitable proofs of having been many sumptuous 
edifices, which in all likelihood were the detached 
residences of the higher persons. The most per- 
fects part of the original boundaiy is in Round 
Table Fields where the wall now remaining is 
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about fourteen or fifteen feet in height, and 
twelve in^ thickness, enclosing a space of 530 
yards by 46o, the longest sides pointing to the 
south-east; contiguous to the enclosed ground, 
but without the walls, is an oval concavity or 
campestrian amphitheatre, known by the name of 
King Arthur*s Round Table; it is 74 yards by 64, 
hollowed in the ground with regular sloping banks, 
and had seats rising one above the other; but 
whether of stone or turf, has been the subject of 
much conjecture, though it is affirmed that in the 
memory of some still living, stone seats were 
found, and that a figure of Diana, composed of 
alabaster, was dug up near the place. 

The lane which unites with the Table Field ia 
called the Broadway, where it would be impossi- 
ble to give a catalogue of interesting relics strewed, 
where the soil has been lately broken up for the 
purpose of procuring building stone, wUch in- 
duced me to employ some labourers fiir a day, 
when I acquired several different specimens of 
terra cotta, forming small vases, not more numer* 
ous than the characters upon them, some executed 

I 
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ffiik ^gfe^t display of skilly aftd the embeUi^hirimC^ 
which adorned Jtheni combine much elegance ; 
in one, my feelings were particularly engaged, it- 
<^ontain^ a clay, not only peculiarly smooth, hvit 
singularly firm, moulded with ^ consideraHcs 
(quantity of ashes and some pieces of uncon»umed 
^)one J this circumstance gave birth t6 the strong- 
est emotiohs of my mihd excited by aditiiration, 
oonjectuAng it might be the small funeral mbnu'- 
inent, transifiitting to pdstmty ff life not only 
distinguished for bravery, but signalized by other 
memorable deeds. . 

Two portable. rtiill stones added. to the collec- 
tion from this place, measuring fifteen inches 
<Jiartifet6f, bfeing part of the provident atteti- 
ti&n always paid by. that great and considerate 
people*. 

f* . ' ' • ' . ' 

-::Ret^iiing by the lane opposite to the field 
before spoken of, is the Berrow^ presumed to^ 
be a oorhiption'of die word Bear^house, and pr0«* 
bably where they kept tiie- wild beasts, to- be 
(^ffsxei ta the ghdi^ors in the amphitheatre* 
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I now oxt^dM my waU^ adrods a'iew fields tb 

fi bathing house t>elonging to Butlbr/E^. 

to examine a cuiioUs stone- Sfiid. to be in €m vfsSi 
of that building : abridged of all light but what 
glimmered through the crevices of k jj^kened 
i^ndow^ must plead if its 'rq>resentation is not 
so correct as I could wish^ aft€r tHe con^idi^til)^ 
attention that was paid^ in the hope it would 
thrdw a light on th6 history of a person once 
famed in this place^ the -dimensions of it are 20 hy 
12 inches: below it ere three stones^ or rather 
bricks^ two of wjiich are scribed with nuqoerous 
lines^ and in various forms^ die center appeared 
to consist of small Rom^ characters^ but die 
darkness of the situation baffled all att^nnptS 
to describe them, 

'- In the possession of Mr. Nichols is an in^ 
taglio^ set as a ring^ i^resaiting the liguce of 
^Hercules strangling 4be Nemean Lion^ the cxe« 
cution is good^ and the setting is not pnly of 
^purest goki^ init unusual 4otm ; the polite- 
ness of this gentleman^ in allowing me io ^fike 
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an impression and representation 6f it, demands 
my thanks^ and for the tradition of the place 
he was so obligi|[^g as to communicate. 

A large hollow tile, one end being l6, the other 
only 13 inches, and in length 23, with the im- 
pression of LEG. Up AUG. 

And a pavement ]6 inches square and two in 
thickness, with the same impression, were pre* 
sented me; the former by Sir Robert SAi^ira- 
BURT, Bart, and the other by the Rev. Mr. 
Eyaks, of Careau, both of whom must accept 
my warmest acknowledgments : they are supposed 
to have belonged to a laconiwm or sarcophagus. 

In a wall bdonpng to Mr. Williams, currier, 
is a remarkable inscribed stone, but so defaced by 
washing with lime, as nearly to obliterate the cha- 
racters. This stone was brought from the mound 
or keep, and was part of those bought of the lord . 
of the manor, from the foundation of some hwiir 
ings thezip. 
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' There is alto in the possession of Mr. Rich- 
ards^ a Vaius Marina^ with a Dolphin in her 
hand in basso rdiero, but the sculpture is veiy 
rude^ and time has nearly obliterated the design. 

I now directed my course^to a newly-erected 
house near the churchy bdonging to Mr. Gbthii^ 
(who owns the market*boat^ which goes r^;ularly 
to Bristol); near the foundation of the. above 
structure were nused fragments of free-stone^ CQn« 
taining some remains of inscriptions^ the whole 
of which is supposed to have been originally a 
pillar. After considerable kbor bestowed on 
them with mops^ brooms^ and bru^es^ sufficient 
characters were legible on the pedestal to trace 
that it was dedicated in the consulate of Mau« 
musj during the reign of Alexander Severus, the 
others composing the shaft are said to be an 
inscription by the second Augustan Legion^ and 
indicating the sera when it was erected. 

Derirous of acquiring for the public any relic 
which might be interesting^ I applied to the 



Oflnner^ beariogthey were ^ no vsim to ban only 
KswtiRg*^ «ses ^ the mason, determmed to 
fescoe tSienn lf*onri ^uch a disgrace, o^fl^ed eitiier 
to prdoure an «qual tjuantity of stone suitable 
for the purposes required, or to pay him any fair 
drterimwerl* price^; Mr. ©EXffm oonsented^ and 
asrarad 4ieiwtiTd call cm me Ibr that porpose the 
me%t 4rme he came to Snetol ; net Jki^ling Jus 
mrd, I Te\TBked <!IaerleoB with ifee inffcentof coo^ 
Tilttfling* 'tlie %argmn,-^t^haR foil arrived just iA 
♦fme to flee tfee ^remiwis 'of 4*he last 0ke«ie j&xing 
4br a ^mndow frame. { haw taken the trouble 
^ detaH ^his, not ias a^reppimond fer an ofiaace 
^ri^red lot ^myfi^, tiut to the piAjHc, who mu^ 
Ithenefbre accept -the^descriplioii andi^ieBeBtatieft 
'on Txrper, as I ^was disap^xnnted in presenlinl^ 
^Ihemmihttr ^^at^te^ and .having ^fUmom ptaced 
»in a «sel]table 'Sttwtioh^or 4he.iin8peoti6n of th6 
«tilFioite... 

.' ■ .. • • ^ • ■ . . . i 

I cannot take my leave of the nmnerons testi- 
monidlis of 'former greatness which have ^beea 
^feondafGaefleoh, without te<jtiestingi» oflfertf 
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my tlianks to Miss Morgan, not only for her 
graceful and obliging affability in aUowing me 
to inspect those in her posession, but for her 
laudable pursuit in collecting the antiquities of a 
place once so celebrated ia the annals of fame ; a 
pursuit riot only influenced by her general wish 
of doing good, but encouraged by an elegant 
cefinem^t of literary taste. 

I have often lamented that others have not been 

aetuated by similar views, or that a public r^oai^ 

tory has pot been instituted in a district so distin- 

gukl^^ it is w isstablishment that might be 

oonduetfid at a small expence, and woUld furaish. 

ta the world many rare antiquities of import-^ 

affice, and induce the labourer to repair td the 

receptacle with any found medal, (valuable to 

him only by its metal) who otherwise hastens 

to the silversmith, where all its recorded histoiy 

is at once lost in the crucible. Should such an 

instituticm be formed^ it is needless to say the 

plesrare I should take^ not only in contributing^ 

what, the country has fomished^ but in adding 

LvsdaaUe records of historic eloquence* . 
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In the collection of Miss Morgan are coins 
of Julia Augusta^ Vespasian^ Antoninus Pius^ 
Hadrian^ Nerva, Rautilla^ Claudius, Faustina^ 
Constantine^ Constantius^ Carausias, Magnentius^ 
Carinus^ and SalusUus; with fibulse^ crosses^ 
lamps^ jasper terressa, &c. From such a col- 
lection having been made on the spot^ I could 
little hope to acquire many coins ; but after can- 
vassing every probable person, was able to procure 
a few by the assistance of my indefatigable guide, 
/. Jonesy the parisk^clerk (whom I must not for- 
get to mention) ; give John but plenty of Cwno*, 
and I voll pronounce no person can be more 
indefatigable, or shew the tiquities of the place 
to greater advantage* After having taken me to 
the church, and exhibited a rib four feet in length 
and five inches in breadth, with an assurance 
of it being from the famous dun cow, (which, 
by the bye, was only fbom a small grampus), 
he led me to Arthur's table ; after looking sted- 
&stly on the spot for some time, " There, there,'* 
says he, " sunk that king and two thousand men;" 
fetching a deep sigh, accompanied with three 
distinct pointings of his finger : '^ Two thousand 

• Ale. 
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** men ! ! ! surely there is not room ?" 6n seeing 
John*s wrath begin to kindle at my disbelief^ I 
yielded to his information^ considering how vain 
it is to contend with a man, not only versed in 
earthly matters, but knowing with precision the 
space occupied by mortality, and whose interest 
it was to pack mankind as close as possible^ 

Of a castle there are some remains, but by 
*whom founded is uncertain; some have said by 
Komans, others British, and some Saxons; but 
it is certain it was of great strength at the time 
of the Norman conquest : the mound, on which 
the great tower stood, is in much the same state 
it ever was; and let who will be the projector, 
gives us a lasting proof of their indefatigable 
labor ; its construction being no less than 300 
yards in circumference at the bottom, and go 
at its height. Within the last century there waa 
9^ laige portion of the structure remaining, which 
suffered considerable injuiy from the memorable 
hard weather in 1739. Some idea of the massive 
bulding may be formed by surveying part of the 
fbundatioD, which is not less than 20 feet deep, 

K 
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10 broad, and 30 long, in one solid mass ; in its 
pristine state this castle wa^^ no doubt, a fortress 
df very considerable consequence; and is men- 
tioned in historic annals as having been subject to 
ftiany assatdts imd defences ; of the importance 
of Caerleon we may guess, when we are told 
that Alfred stot a fleet against it, and whs unsuc* 
cessful; and though the reason was in some 
measure occasioned by his wanting a greater force 
elsewhere to check the Danes, still it ^ews it 
Was not an easy matter to subdue this once flou- 
rishing place. 

As a residence of se\'eral Welsh chidtains, it 
underwent continual feuds between the English 
dhd them, and as circumstances happened, was 
in diflerent possessions without any permanent 
advantage to either. Jow^th seems to hicve been 
its fiercest assailant, and after a variety of fortunes 
was setttod in it by a praxii flt>m Henry II* who, 
in 1 16$, on his joimiey to Irdand, went to Caer- 
leon, and being supicious of JoWerth, then lord 
of it, turned him out; oA Henry*i depitttire, 
Jdwerth*d two sons and a numercMis band it^took 
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the toMm^ bat were baffled in their attempts oa 
the castle: thus they were continually haruaed 
and liaraasing, until the complete subjection of 
Wales by Edward I. who restored the castle and 
lordships to the original proprieitors, the fiunily 
of Clare. Edward IV. and Richard III. were 
afterwards possessors^ and it continued a long 
lime the property of the crown; the Morgan 
family of Uantamamj became its owners^ and 
irom their descendants it has been purchased by 
the present proprietor^ Mn Blaknik. 

I know not what reason there is to conclude 
there was no station here previous to the arrival 
of the Romans, as the natives could not be in« 
sensible of its conveniences, and the advantages 
resulting from its situation. It is known that, in 
esrly ages, the chief or prince of a district bad a 
fixed place for government, and in those rude 
times, none was more applicable for the purpose 
than Caerleon, which the Romans observing, 
they would naturally dispossess the setders, 
and apprc^priate it to themsdves, and when firmly 
estabUshed and ei^oying quietness, certainly added 
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vast improvements. The monument of their 
labor which enclosed the camp is a parallelogram 
inclining to a square^ and the suburbs are ssdd to 
have extended nine miles^ reaching tp Christ- 
church and St. Julian's* 

Before I take my leave of Caerleon, I cannot 
resist offering a slight description of those classic 
heroeSj who were once its inhabitants ; trusting 
it may not be thought inapplicable to the subject, 
or uninteresting to the reader. 

The camp of a Roman legion had generally the 
appearance of a fortified city^ cleared from all 
impediments, and a square of 700 yards was fully 
sufficient for 20,000 soldiers. The Praetorium, 
or general's tent, was usually in the midst, and 
raised above the rest ; the streets perfectly strait, 
and from the rampart to the tents, was 200 
feet, enclosed by a wall generally twelve feet 
high, of a similar breadth and depth, surrounded 
by a ditch. Whenever they departed they carried 
all their necessaries for service and £3od^ in addi^ 
jtion to their anns; and their accustomed pace. 
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loaded in this manner^ was 20 miles in six hours i 
they considered being within the walls of a city, as 
a mark of weakness, and usually stationed them- 
selves by the side of neighbouring rivers, and most 
frequently made it their lasting residence. In 
Britain were three legions of > these hardy and 
active people ; one (^ them at the place lately 
\inder observation, which from all its collected 
appearances, was not less than the rest. A 
legion usually consisted of a body of 6831 Ro« 
mans, and when all their attendants and auxili- 
aries were included, the whole amounted nearly 
to 13,000 ; their arms were an open helmet with 
a lofty crest, a breast-plate and coat of mail, 
greaves on their legs, and a buckler on the left 
arm, four feet long and two and an half broad, 
formed of wood covered vnih an hide, and 
strongly guarded with plates of brass i a light 
spear, and a ponderous javelin called Pilum, six 
feet long, headed with^a triangular point of 
steel of 18 inches, and a short well tempered two* 
edged sword, were the missiles of the infantry ; 
|fae weight of whose armour and all appendages 
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wa« Qplb' v^hich niiisi give us a proof of their 
natural strength. 

In a legion were generally 726 borae> accootred 
inth.a helmetj long shield j light boots^ and coat 
pf niail^ a javelin, and a \wg broad sword; and 
^mitimes an srcm mace and lance ; on the sol- 
dier's entrance into service, an oath of fidelity 
was administered with circumstantial solemnity ; 
and under these impressions his own will was in 
every thing submitted tq the command of his 
leader, nor any hesitation to become sacrificed 
whenever the safety of the empire or emperor 
required it. Religion and honor inspired him 
with finn attachmf^qt to his standard, and the 
glittering pf tb^ eagle added fiuy to his exertionar 
to maif^t^n it ; to abandon that sacred ea»gn 
was held ignqm^nious and impious, and neither 
hopes npr fears CQuld snake bim betray or desert 
it : such being the pow^r^ numbers, and reaotution 
of the RomaQs, we cannot be surprised at their 
carrying vi^toiy wher^er tbey chose, leaving % 
noble example to those wbo hAve the love of their 
)ung, and welfare of their country at heart. 
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It must, however, reflect great honor onthd 
^ilures for their courage and pa-9everance against 
so formidable a phalanx, whose appearance was 
calculated to excite dismay, and whose impetu- 
osity must seem irresistible; but their long and 
detenmned opposition, proves the idea of tnde* 
pendence a principle amazingly encouraging, and 
extremely impressive to direct every exertion for 
the preservation of that fi-eedom, which was not 
wrested from them without the most tioble and 
arduous endeavour on their parts to prevent it. 

I was unable to procure more than one coin of 
singularity ; it has a plain head, with the hair 
antyed in a pecuKar stile, with three balls in good 
reRef ; the reverse is not so perfect, but appears 
to lepres^t the prow of a diip, with three balb 
bdow it; the acrosteria, or prow of a ship, dirtin* 
gaishes a naval victory of a maritime dty ; and as 
theeoin does not appear to be either Roman or 
British, (if ever the Danes did strike medals to 
perpetuate events), this, probably, might be to 
recQid the fruitless attempt made by the fleet of 
Ung Alfred en this place; another has evidendy a. 
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Roman head^ but not sufficiently discernible to 
justify an opinion of the origin ; the metal resem- 
bles brass^ and is supposed to be part of those 
valuable ores that ran together on the burning* 
of Corinth, by Mummius. The rest are principally 
duplicates of those procured at Caerwent, and 
several have so severely suffered from the incessant 
labor of the hand of time, as to render all repre- 
sentation or description totally impossible, which 
is particularly to be lamented on two large ones 
taken out of the wall, which probably would have 
elucidated a con^derable share of early history 
of the place. 

Leaving Caerleon, I returned by its bridge, and 
cannot think of passing its tottering frame with, 
out relating an extraordinary circumstance still 
in the memory of several persons ; the story was 
frequently told me at that place, but I shall b^ 
leave to avail myself of Mr. Coxe's description. 

<< On the 29th of October, 177^} as Mrs. Williams, wife of Mr. Edward 
** Williams, biazier, was returning from the village of Caerleon ta the 
** town, at tieven o'clock at night, with a candle and lanthom, the vio* 
*^ lence of the cuixent forced away four piers and a considenble pan 0f 
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** ^he hnd^ ; on a fiigmoBC of this mtts, conristiiig of tn enilte loonit 

** with the beams, posts, and flooring, the was Imnied down Ibe threr; 

** bnt pKCJC rto d sMfflciempiosenceof mindtosuffoichoMdlbyttef^* 

** ms : on anivinK near 9t. Jolian'Si te cande wot wH n gi i hl i Bd i she 

** immediately scieamed for help, and was faeard by aefoaA penons, wko 

^ sfcastedovt of their beds to waist her; hot die tidcnoB of the maani 

had aliead^ hnfiied har b e y ond tfidr fsacn j dnnn|{ wna thne nie fielt 

htuc apfMofaeniion, as she enteftained hopes of b^n|^ deufSfed by the 

bontnen of Newport j her expectations wcie inctund'by Ae nnnienNis 

* lislMs which she disooteicd in the houses, and she aeeoRfinc^ redoubled 

*■ her cries fi9rassistanee,thonKhiHthoateftet. The fiisAienc on which 

*■ die stood beins bioiEen to pieoes againsl a pieoe of Newport MOgi, she 

rortiinately bestrode a bean, and after beinif detained for some ndnntei 

** by the eddies at the bridge, was hurried along tawaids the seat hi this 

** perilous situation she resigned hendf tn har approaching foM^ and, 

<* addiesshighenelf to Heaven, exclaimed 'Oh! hoii^ Itiwlin(faee» 

' thou alone canst save me.' About a mUe fnm Mcwpor^ Aa dhcemed 

*' a^immering light, in a baige which wm moored near the shoie, and 

* ledottUing her cries, was heaid by the maeiff of the vcsid I after hailing 

" her, and learning her sttuation, he cried out * keep up your spirits and 

■ yon will soon be out of danger :* then leaping into the boat, with one of 

** bis itien, rowed towaids the place from whence the scicam piooeeded ^ 

** but some time dapsed befove he ofctonk bcf, at a cwmdeiaiHe dhtanjDe 

** from the anchorage of his baigei the ni^t was so dark that they could 

M not discover each other, and the snif sweUing violently, the master 

** lepcatedhlsexhofftations, charged her to be calm, and not attempt tb 

<< qak her station; fortunately a sudden dispaitiMi of the deudscaaUed 

" him to hub the beam foieandaftiotfaeboilt at this moment, bow> 

** ever, her presence of mmd forsook her, and eageiiy attempting to throw 

^ heisdf fafwaid she was cheded by the oaths of the iciincn, vrim were 

^ at length enabled to heave ha fi|li» the boet; bat could not ^sengage 
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** thomselVcs from the beam tsU thef had almost reached the moiuh ol 
'* theUdc; thia beiag efleeted. Aot without peat difficulty, tbey rawcdts 
*' the $hope» and embayied thenudyes till the fint dawa of the moaun$, 
** wheaihcgncqaveTedherinthehoattoNewpoit. Though Hfs. WilUams 
^ was ia aa adtanced.etaie of pncnaficy> she received so little ii^fuiy Dnmi 
« thaperifeviacGidenl^ that ato a. iawhovn. repose she fffliiriae^ 
** ieoa.-4hft«heenthttSflmttUiadetaiUiif thepanicalaiaoCthaspiovkicn* 
** tidctcapr, becaHseit has htscm related with so many improbable ctfcfim«> 
** stances as so oceaaiondonbts of its naUty» For the truth of this nsmtive^ 
*M $aa addwee the testUaou^ of Mr. Jonce^ of Plytha; Mr. Kemcye, of 
«' Mayndee } aad the Rev. Mr* Evaas } all of whom sooo afterwiania coi>- 
*^ veieed with Miu Williams; to Mr. Evans in particular, she uniformly 
** repeated the same account, and confirmed it on her deatli4ied with the 
<< meat solemn asseventions* The disinterested conduct of the master and 
** boaftawfi ought not to be ominedi notwithstanding the peril to which 
^ ^btf were exposed, and their active exertions, they repeatedly declined 
** the bbesal noonapaicenftied by Mr. Williams.** 

Turning short to the left, I went to Upper 
Bulmore, to se6 a large sculptured stone, near 
the door of a iarm house by that name ; it was 
found a few feet below the surfiioe ^iriiare tt now 
stands, and is four feet by three and a half, repre* 
renting a man seated in an arched recess ; the 
right hand is mutilated, as is much of the whole, 
the left restmg on a globe ; it is supposed to 
be design)^ for the statue of an Imperator, sur* 
rounded with many ornaments, though m&k litde 
remains, but that little has a claim to elegance. 
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' Pasmig the venerable mansion of Kemeys^ the 
l<>fty brow of its hill is thickly mantled with 
wood^ where^ on its summit is a building stiled 
Kemeys* fc^y. I ever dislike repeating a report 
to the pr^udice of others ; but as the following 
is so neat a repartee, and perhaps will inform why 
the appellation is applied to many other buildings, 
I must, therefore, forego my general inclination : 
the proprietor boasting to his relation that he 
had erected a building from which he could see 
several counties, *^ Then I am sorry tor it, as 
^ several counties can see thy folly." 
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• A tteat bridge of tbree arches beetrideB the 
Iffi&k, and has the r^utation of being bcdit by 
the celebrated architect of Bont*y-BrydcL The 
country' about it is extremely pKfasing^ .and 
throtigh one of the ardies an edifice Vas parti- 
cularly - attractive, which I understood was Lan^- 
gibb]f, the seat^f Wi Wivhtausj fisq. -J^ that 
place was one c^'iny pbjedte m view, it hastened 
thy AepfitlVitt ftomths bridge^><mnditeoemi|ng' ^ 
hill, ' TC^ed IVGdenG«PtfcvHroh^( n^^heii dts 3teqile 
ivas tindergdihg di repair ''from .the «£^t of a 
thunder-stoirll^Mtle^^tiia^eri^ for:^hidi putpox 
had immured the object of my visiting the fabric ; 
having removed them, it presented a sepulchral 
/stone to the memory of a soldier of the second 
Augustan Legion, three feet square, but a border 
of three parallel lines on each extremity reduced 
the inscription to two feet : 

D.M.IVL-IVLIANUS 
M I L. L E G, 1 1. A V G. S T I P 

X 1 1 1. A n M O R. X I 

/ HICSITUS.EST. 

CVRAAGENTE. 
AMANDA 
CONJUGE 
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It is thus apressedhj tJ/^^leamoi^ ^^ Diis numi^ 
^^ bus^ Julius Juliahu«, miles l^onissecundaB 
^^ Augustas stipendiorum cx:todecim armorum qua- 
^^ draigtnta Imc situs est cura agents, amanda oon- 
^^juge." It was.discqvered five. feet below the 
aor^K^e att^ extfa:9al wall of the east end of the 
church. 

' . : If ;.• .•. • .• 

I sooii|.fesHM:^ g«»t n>adf whose peipetua! 
inequalitieSf. displayed; every grace of countiy^ 
pleaw^ to the faocy, comUnti^ beauty with im* 
provement. Langibby house is seated on a gentle 
rise^ whose proprietors bdng from home, gave 
me a serious disappoiAtnient ; die stable doors 
were garnished by the fronts and pads of foxes^ 
and a lew, favourite unkenneled deep-mouthed 
hounds announced the approach of a stranger : 
the whole charactering the reddence of hospi.- 
tality^ elegance^ and domestic fife. Ascending a 
steep hiU by the side of a small ,park well stocked 
withde^, Tieached its castle almost secluded by 
the iedimda^,^9f foliage that was encrusting it, 
and the noble trees which were overshadow* 
ing it^ not only deprived me of an opportumty of 
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taking a drawing, *but pictured a melahcholy 
gloom of departed fkine** 

The' remains of the cattle are -veiy ' ruinous, 
nor can the figure of former apartments be cor- 
rectly traced. Leland, speaking of this place, 
calls it " the castle of Trergega, 1 1 myles from 
** Cair Usk, in middle Venceland. Yt is other- 
^^ wise comm'unely cawUed Liahkiby, because it 
" is in the paroche of Kibby ;" and Church- 
yard, who wrote in the reign of Elizabeth, tiiiis 
describes it in his time : 



* Upoaii cm^ie hill 



** Langibby stands, a castle once of state; 
** And where there is some buildings ntwt of late 
** A wholesome place, a passing plat of gT9«ttkl» 
** As good an ayre u tharcabottta ia found : 
** It scemes to sight, the seat was plast so well, 
** In elders daies, some duke therein did dwdl.^" 

The earls of Glocester, in the Clare family, 
were once possessors ; then the earls of March, 
of the Mortimer line; since which time it has 

• Alluding to the duke of 1(ork, who once slept theic » 
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continued m the Williams' fiimiiy : ' no records are 
found to prove ^hat events occasioned the de« 
struction of the fortress or the figure it has 
formerly borne. In the unsettled time of Charles, 
Sir Trevor Williams is particularly mentioned as 
among the parliament's adherents^ but afterwards 
became a strenuous supporter of his soverdgn, 
and an object of Cromwell's suspicion* 

Tlie mansion is on a pleasing spot> and re« 
ported to be of Inigo Jones's building; the eflect 
of it has grandeur united to simplicity, and affords 
a delightful view of the vale^ the sinuous windings 
of the Usk, and woods indefinitely varying in 
their forms^ tinged in colours corresponding to 
the light or^ shade of the atmosphere^ presafiting 
to the imagination every pleasing sensation of 
enjoyment. 

At a mile distance the town of Usk unfolds 
itself to view, overlooked by its venerable ivy- 
inantled castle and walls ; the country is beauti- 
fully diversified by woods, com fields, and innu* 
merable interesting objects, the whole bounded 
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hy the great Skyrrid, generally attired in misty 
blue ; an elegant bridge steps across the stream^ 




and through one of its arches the river is seen 
retiring behind its verdant banks; a long range 
of pebbles divides the transparent watjers^ which 
not only sparkled at the separation, but mur- 
mured at the interruption. 

- Usk is beheld with redoubled pleasure by those 
who have been accustomed to the tame and un- 
interesting sight of low and long levels; the 



variety to be viewed hete is truly beautiful, ^Fiy 

m the display of hill and dale, wood and wattf , 

verdure and fertility smHing' with agriculture, 

promising rich rewards to the industrioos ; Aough 

divested of the rou^ features of crags cir rocks, 

«still the -vvnldness of its appearance creates such 

eensatioAs of delight as are neither tir^ctoie to 

the ^, nor fatigotng to the imagination ; the 

majestic mountams in the Deig^boilriiood are 

pleasingly diversified in their- v forms, while the 

remwis of the castle, and an elegant^onstructed 

bridge, connecting the town with the road to 

Pontypool, add not only dignity but delight to 

the scene. The most eligible station to view this 

ptace is, fiom the teirace adjoining the castle, 

from whence the intermixture of houses, pas*- 

ture, &c forms a singular contrasL 

The town as not lai^, not having more diaft 
170 houses and nbout seven or eight hundred 
inhabitants, having no trade of consequence to 
occupy thdr attention, but who appear to enjoy 
the quietness of retirement in this pleasing place ; 
liie streets aie neat and cleanjy, and the river, 

M 
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l^hich is remarkable for the goodness of its fish, 
(particolarly the salmon)^ winds in beautiful cur- 
vatures amongst gentle and quick risings hills, 
and gbdes its silvery waters close to the town, 
which bears the name of antiquity, being called 
Burrium, or enclosed town. In all the neigh- 
bouring fields are innumerable vestiges to prove 
that in early age it has been of consequence ; 
but none to decide the controversy, whether or 
not it was Roman ; it is supposed to have been 
formerly of much greater extent, and the appear- 
ance of paved ways has been seen on turning up 
the ground of the a^joimng meadows. 

At Usk there has been originally a priory of 
fiye Benedictine Nuns, founded, as we are in- 
formed, by Hichard de Clare, and Gilbert his son, 
earls of Marches, for whom the orisons were 
performed. Part of one of the rooms on the first 
story is well worth observation, for the devices 
(which are thirty in number) representing embla- 
zoned coats of arms, no doubt the armorial bear- 
ings of the founders or supporters : in Dugdalx 
we find this priory rated 9^ 55lt 4$, 5d. per 
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annum ; it is a life estate, now the property 
of my much esteemed friend Mrs. Jeffery, a 
character distinguished for possessing a saperla^ 
tive share of instinctive literaiy endowments^ with 
a high and cultivated genius, uniting the scien- 
tific excellence of the head to the moral goodnesa 
of the heart. Part of the btulding is appropriated 
to a &rm house, and the entrance to it is through 
an arched ^lortal from the church yard. 

, The church has nothing to recommend it to 
notice for superbness of building, or elegance of 
ornaments ; it is a low structure, but very ancient, 
and may be plainly discerned to have been ori- 
ginally much larger ; for the tower (now at one 
end) has been formerly in the middle of the 
edifice, which then bore the form of a cathedral ; 
but the transept and choir are no longer in 
existence^ and the whole was (as customary) 
contiguous to the priory. The tower has some- 
thing singular in appearance, being similar to 
an mbattled addition to a castle, and Norman 
architecture is the characteristic of the pile. 
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Aft' inscription ' in reAote orthographj, on «t 
narrow^ brass piste in the chanocl^ has much 
escifced the atteirtion of (Sie learned^ not onlj 
m determming the exptanation^ but the Ian- 
gtiage in which it is composed; bj one it has 
been eonsidered to denote the long readence 
df Ike Romens in these parts ; by another, to 
be an epitaph on a professor of astronomy, and 
bead of the eoffege of philosophers at Gaerleon : 
bnt Mr. Owen has decided it to be Welsh, in 
the dialect of Gwent in the 15th centnry, I shall 
therefore slvail myself of that gentteman^s infer* 
mation and observation^ resulting from a genius 
which stands so pre-eminently &tii^^shed« 

, ^ I shall here exhibit the insciiptioa as it stands on the plate^ poiiicing 
« out such words as are correctly written, according to>a knawn system of 
'* Welsh orthography, by capital letters; and by italics such words as aie 
** tolerably explicit, thua: 

« Nole clode YR ethrodc YAR LLEYN aduacait LLAWN hadt 

LLUNDEYN 
*' A bamourbede BRE¥NT a pile tynevaroty hauabe 
** Seiif sun o eir sinn a seadam yske eval huske 
««. Deke kummode doctor KYMMENUena loe i LLAWN oleae. 

^ I come now to the difficult part of my task, the restoring of the Vsk 
** inscription to iu true ipading^ ia so doings I shaU be guided, is the fifst 
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^ fiMXf bf the peculiar onhognptiy ef the Gwentian dislecty wfiidi, from 
" the prooCs already mentioned^ should be paitiaiiarljr attended to. 

** The OKMf popular metre in use about the time of the wntinst vi» in Che 
** next place, a guide to be followed with considerable reliance ; but ac the 
** same time selecting that to which the words will best apply in their pre- 
** sent form, and with the slightest altentioBs v the one fixed upon to an- 
^ swcr such intention is, the CYHYDEZ WASTAD, or the evtn mdrkiiy^ 
** thtts defined in the Bardic Institutes, f The charactctistics of the ewtn 

* metdcicy ere a verse of eight syllables, and the length of the stanxa to be 

* firom four to sixteen venes, possessing the gencsal principle of the Canons ; 

* this mcttt is estreniely free, and assumes, better than any other, tlic 

* rhythmical harmony of tiie fines, and the veises flow with regular 

* accent ; and it is -a most suiuble metre in composttiofis of lore and degy, 

* and IS more umveraally used than any other, except the smooth metri- 
< dty in oomponnd metves.' Havhig traced out the plan, which appears 

*< to me most rational, I accordingly giive the fbUowing as a probable read- 
** ing.ot the inscription : 

Notadodyrethrodynrlleyn* Sdyf synn o eir hwn a fu 

Adfo cudf Hawn hwde Hundeyn A daiar wysk ei wal kyskii 

A bamwni bed breynt ap llyd; Dewr k) mm 3de doeth a chymmen n 

Yaesmaftihenefydl Ueaallacllawnoleuen! 



Tkt meaning cf ichieh is : 

Mark this object of fame, to the dbgrace of the bbde f .- 

were he not covered London wouM be in difficulty. 

Then let us eonsecrate the grave o£ Btaint ** son of ZJydd ft 

who in judgment was an elderff ; 

Solomon profound of word, was |ie ; 

and the sod of Isca his bed of sleep! 

Atdently he wddd reoMcile the doquent, and the wise tt * 

the clergy and the laiiy wouU be fully iUumtacd. 
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• Anotbei reading, Niut clad yr aikn dojfor lUyn i Ah» ts not the s'vve 
of the great teacher the sod of the vale, 
f Or, Jdv^ cad, were there a battle again. 
^ Or» ^ iordom Mrtf h'l^ ay Uci« and the lore of the bards of priTilcse 

and their j07. 
§ Or, Yn ei varw ty en heflest in his death is become th^ misfortune. 
II Ott T^ y kimmpd doctor kymmM^ fiurly the eloquent doctor reconciled. 

A free readittg» according to these notei would be :— Ah behold the grsrc 
of the great teacher is the sod of the vale! when abattle took place London 
£elt embanassed ; and the song of the Bards of ancient lore and their joy, 
all vanish through his death : he who was like Scdomon, profound of vtofd, 
on Isca*s banks his couch of sleep! ftirly the eloquent doctor reconciled 
disputes : clergy and laity were fully enlightened by him. 

% The original word for this is liain, which signifies any thing stretched 
out flatly, also a flat slang of land ; a vale. 

^* The meaning of this word is privilege; but as it has been used for a 
proper name of men, I have taken it in that sense, otherwise no name 
occurs as the object of the inscription. 

ft These parts of the ori^nal are so obscured, that it may be made any 
thing else of the same length. 

iX I have preserved an ambiguous form, like the original, in thb Moe, for 
If it were written and pointed ; ardently he would reconcile, the eloquent 
and the wise ; the epithets eloquent and wise, might be applied to him who 
is described as the reconciler. 

Wlmt is now a prison was once a Rom^ Ca- 
tholic chapel^ where many parts of the structure 
arc perceivable, and in the gothic s^le, parti* 
cularly the southern gateway, but that ta the 
north is now jall^ up. 
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Of Usk casde> veiy tittle can be said of ttA 
present splendor, nor can we percdve it ever 
bare ensigns of magnificence. It is ponderous in 
construction, and not remarkable for singular 
contrivances; one gateway remains which was. 
the principal entrance, and the groove which con- 
tained its portcullis may be seen; round and 
square towers, as usud, were its chief strength, 
and from the eydet holes an enemy might 
be descried or annoyed : the baronial hall was 
48 feet by 24 wide; the shell of the whole 
spreads over a large tract, (of which part is con- 
verted to a farm,) with a character qpeaking it 
to have been founded in the Norman sera. 

In the reign of Heniy III. Maud, the widow 
of the earl of docester and Hereford, had the 
castle and manor of Usk assigned to her as a 
dower ; in 1314, when the last earl of the Clare 
line died, the castle was conveyed by Elizabeth 
his sister, to her husband John de Burgh ; their 
grand daughter Elizabeth was married to the duke 
of Clarence, the third son of Edward III ; their 
daughter Fliilippa married Mortimer, the eai4 
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of March aitd Ulstrf, d lor4 of Wigmdre; Clare, 
and Connaught, and marfih$I of England; be 
died at Cork iil 1361; Im son Roger, who 
was bom in 1374 at tins castfe, went with the 
king to Ireland in 1396, but three years after he 
lost has life through his own incautioiisness of 
being in an habit similar to his opponents; his 
eldest son, Edmund, was married to Anne, the 
daughter of the earl of Stafford, but as no issue 
%Ta6 left by them, the castle, &c. was inherited 
by his nephew, the duke of York, who had ti^^o 
cons bora here, both of whom became kings o£ 
England, vis. Edward IV. and Richard III. ; oft 
the death of Richard, Henry VII. who manied 
the daughter of Edward IV. became the propri- 
etor: it how belongs to the duke of Beaufort, 
who has purchased it of lord Clive. 

The minoiis state of the castle is, by the na- 
tnres, ascribed to Owen Gletidour, peiiiaps the 
consequence of the famous battle of Usk, fought 
lictween hifti and the prince of Wales, A. D^ 
1405, in %hich Owen was defeated with the 
loss of 1300 of his men, and his son taken pri- 
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soner. Owen Giendour, or Glendwr^ was in 
much estimation with the Welsh^ who still con- 
ceive him worthy of being reverenced, and main* 
tain^ that his consequence was such as to have 
his Inrth attended with extraordinary prodigies* 
Hoi.i«iKf6SHBA]> tells us a singular story, that 
at his birth his father's horses were found standing 
in a torrent of blood ; and Shakespeare makes 
him say of himself, that 

** Tlie front of Heaven wu fuH of fiery shapes 
« of bursting cressets — and at my birth^ > 
'* the fiame and the foundation of the earth 
** shaked like a coward. 

** At my nativity 
" the goats ran from the mountains^ and the herds 
*^ were strangely clamorous in the frightened fields* 
** ' I can call spirits from the vasty deep, 

** Axid teach thee, ooosin, to cominand the deviL" 

During the reign of Richard II. Owen was in 
favor at court, and possessed great influence^ 
insomuch that Reginald, lord Grey, of Ruthin, 
(who was at enmity with him), could not obtain 
a desire relating to a portion of land which sepa« 

N 
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rated his estate from that of Owen ; but in the 
succeeding reign of Henry IV. Owen was dis- 
countenanced^ and Reginald procured his claim ; 
and on an unsuccessful application to Parliament 
upon this business^ Glendwr took up arms and 
asserted his right to the crown of Wales^ as a 
lineal descendant from Llewellin. His first enter* 
prize was the defeat and capture of his opponent 
Reginald^ whose estates were consequently pil- 
laged. Edmund Mortimer^ uncle to the earl of 
March (who was heir to the crown at Richard's 
death)^ raised an army to oppose Glendwr, anno 
1400^ but was taken prisoner^ and his army dis- 
comfited. The king also went with intention of 
giving him battle, but, owing to tempestuous 
and singular storms, was under the necessity of 
withdrawing his forces. This circumstance was 
looked on by the parties, as purposely contrived 
by the magic of the Welsh chief, and contributed 
to raise his consequence with his adherents. 

As Henry was by many deemed an usurper, 
OWen was assisted by lord Percy, the earls of 
Worcester and Northumberland j and his captive 
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Mortimer at last joined in the scheme to dethrone 
the king; but this prqect was defeated by the 
event of the famous battle of Shrewsbury, in 
which contest the prince of Wales (afterwards 
Henry V.) was wounded in the face by an arrow, 
but, not dispirited, he gallantly continued in the 
battle till the victory was acquired by the king's 
forces on the 21st of July, 1403. 

After this, the royalists being partly sent further 
northward, the several castles and posts which 
the king had in Wales, were confided to the care 
of different persons of known fidelity; among the 
rest we find Usk was entrusted to Sir Edward 
Charlton, of Powys, 

Glendwr well knowing that Charles VI. king 
of France (father-in-law to his late sovereign, 
Richard 11.) wanted not inclination to avenge his 
death, entered into a treaty which was agreed 
upon at Lanpardam, in 1404, to assist by an 
invasion of England, and the Scots were also in 
his favour t he had a defeat in Montgomeryshire, 
and from thence retired into Gwent: bis next 
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action was at Craig-y-dorth, where he gave the 
earl of Warwick considerable trouble, and it 
was with difficulty the earl could prevent the total 
devastation of the country. He was unsuccessful 
at the battle of Usk, in which he lost 1500 of 
his men ; and was still more unfortunate at tlie 
battle of Grosmont, where his army of 8000 men, 
commanded by his eldest son Griffith, were com- 
pletely beaten, Griffith taken prisoner, and his 
uncle Tudor killed ; this disaster greatly daunted 
the Welsh, who principally in Monmouthshire 
and Glamorgan submitted to the king; and in 
order to finish the rebellion, the king personally 
guided an army into the Marches, but storms and 
tempests frustrated him, so that what ShakB'- 
SPEARE put into Glendwr's mouth, appears to 
have some foundation in fact — 

** Three times hath Henry BoHngbroke made heuf 
** agftinft my power— thrice, from banks of Wye 
<< and sandy bottom'd Severn, have -I sent 
** him bootless home, and weather-beaten back.** 

The king of France bring insane, the duke of 
Orleans, as Regent, fulfilled the engagement to 
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Glendwr, and furnished him with 12,000 men^ 
who landed at Milford, headed by Marshal de 
Rieux* and Aubert de Hugueville; with these 
Glendwr acquired fresh vigor^ and pushed en 
with devastatbn through Southern Wales unto 
Worcester, where the king in person opposed 
him at Woodbury-hill, and by preventing sup[dies 
and necessaries fiom reaching Owen, and other 
dexterous manoeuvreSj obliged the Frenchmen to 
retire into Wales, and finaUy to return to France. 
With the fortune of war, did his former adhe- 
rents also forsake him; and though daidwr 
was not entirely subdued, and frequently com- 
mitted devastation, yet in the end he was obliged 
to secrete himself amongst the central mountains 
and fortresses, particulariy Flinlimmon. 

To revenge the tuibulence of Glendwr, Henij 
^lacted severe laws against the Welsh in general^ 
and proceeded in such measures as would nlti- 
matdy have exterminated the remains of mannen 
and of men, or have sunk them into the most 
degraded abjects: but this malicious intention 
was frustrated by the death of the king ; and his 
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son Hairy V. of a more noble and generous dts« 
position^ sought only to conciliate the people by 
measures more likely U> ensure succes^-^to par- 
don Owen and his followers; but this scheme 
was interrupted by the death of that remarkable 
chieftain at his daughter's^ where he had lon^ 
lived in disguise* 

Among the Welsh chiefs, Owen Glendwr is 
ceilainly one of the most singular, and however 
erroneous his views might have been, still we 
cannot but wish he had finished his life in a more 
respectable manner ; if we consider his peculiar 
situation, we must admire his perseverance ; and 
we are told his prudence was equally meritorious < 
his character was sufficient to close any engage- 
ment; and for enterprise and warlike bravery, he 
may rank in the first line : not only in the field 
was his bounty extended, but encouragement was 
held out to every one in the most liberal manner ; 
the Bards were patronized by him, and revived 
those innocent means of handing to, fixture 
fame the actions of the worthy, or stimulating 
»rdor in the breast of the warrior by those aiii* 
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mating efiusions in which the Bards were so wdl 
skiUed. 

The Welsh have long been enthusiastic in their 
eulogies of this chief, and particularly at Ma- 
chynlleth, where in 1402, the States of the Prin- 
cipality were assembled, and gave him the crown 
of "Wales. In the outset of his career he was 
nearly assassinated by David Gam, of notoriety ; 
but after imprisoning the transgressor for some 
time, he magnanimously pardoned him. For 15 
years did Owen occupy the attention of Henry 
IV. and all the skill and courage of the prince, 
who, instead of detesting, seemed to venerate the 
prowess of his opponent, and on his accession to 
the throne was willing to negotiate with Glendwr, 
and eventually to have pardoned him and his ad- 
herents, had not the death of the chief prevented 
it. The same terms were offered to and accepted 
by his son Meredyth ap Owen; and unanimity 
was once more restored to the Ungdom. 

On leaving Usk, I beg to recommend to the 
teiveller to pursue the road to Pontypool, which 
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18 not only interesting by its diversity of pic-> 
turesque scenery^ but gratifying by a sight of its 
manufactory^ for which the place is celebrated. 
Having appointed my late guide at Caerieon to 
meet me, I returned by that place, as I had en- 
trusted him to n^otiate the purchase of some 
ancient relics; finding by experience that far more 
advantageous terms could thus be made^ than 
by my own personal application. 



.Ascending the hill to Christchurch, I was again 
requited by that delightful scene, which would 
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furnish everlasting entertiunment to the eye with* 
out being wearied by a tedious sameness : on 
pursuing the same road^ it receives an additional 
charm by the Usk stealing from the Bristol chan* 
net in innmnerable windings up to Newport^ 
where it is seen bathing the walls of its castle. 




This place was, in the Welsh language, called 
Guenthigey and though it is not of large extent, 
contains several good houses, principally about the 
market-place ; the main street is extremely steep, 
and the habitations on one side are considerably 

o 
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deyated above the road, where the pavement ia 
not only rough, but in many, respects dangerous, 
continuing to St, Woolos church, on the top of 
the hill. The town has nothing peculiarly attrac- 
tive in its appearance, by streets long, narrow, 
and dirty, yet its situation is in every respect 
6uitable for convenience and traffic ; it id ahout 
three miles from Caerleon, which originally was 
the principal resort; but falling into disrepute, 
and being higher up the river, the present town 
arose from its decay, and is denominated New- 
port in contradistinction to the old one. The 
river from hence to the channel is broad, deep, 
and safe; and with its windings is about seven 
miles. 

It must of latter years have much increased, 
for Leland describes it as a " town yn mine," 
and mentions three gates as standing, of which 
two may now be seen, though none of the walls 
that once surrounded it can be discovered ; this 
town was in early ages an appendage to the 
Lordship of Glamorgan, comprehending all tlie 
country which lay between the rivers Usk and 
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Neath; the bridge which has not been com* 
pleted much more than a twelvemondi^ is a plain 
hut neat structure of five arches^ and appears to 
be strong and durable, which the great tor* 
rents that in bad weather discharge themselves 
from the mountains into this stream, require it 
to be» Coal is remarkably plentiful, and good of 
its kind^ and yields a considerable source of profit 
to the place, fi'om the large quantities exported 
to Bristol and many other parts. In addition to 
coal, there is a great traffic for bar and pig iron^ 
and all necessaries, furniture, groceries, &c. arb 
here imported for the service of the surrounding 
country* Two vessels are regular in sailing for 
Bristol on Tuesdays, and return Thursdays or 
Fridays, and have generally a number of passen- 
gers who attend the markets with their various 
articles, 

Newport* is as yet reckoned only a creek of 
Cardiff, so that all entries inwards and outwards 
ve included under that head, but it bids fair to 
rival all the neighbouring ports, and to become 
a place of seme consequence ; as a canal haf 
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been completed for the more ready conveyance of 
the coal^ iron^ &c. from the mountains to the 
quays: to persons accustomed to the convenience 
of regular quays, Newport will appear contempt- 
ible, from the slovenly mode of loading and 
unloading upon stages which totter under tlie 
work ; and the vessels are lying on the bank at 
once steep and filthy : it is to be hoped the spirit 
of enterprize will not rest with the completion 
of the canal, but contribute for the convenience 
of proper quays and safer births. 

In the length of the canal from Cromlech to 
the bason at Newport, there is a fell of 624 feet 
of water, by 52 locks; and about three miles 
from Newport, a succession of 15 locks each 
into the other has a singular appearance, which 
causes a rising of 180 feet by the whole. The 
expectations of the town for an increasing busi- 
ness is so great, that they have it ih contem- 
plation to make a dram-road from the collieries 
and factories up the countiy to be contiguous 
to the canal, and carried a considerable distance 
^oiq the present quays lower down the river^ to 
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avoid the tedious \midings of the sstream and 
facilitate expedition^ and to insure at all times a 
regular supply which might be prevented by the 
canal being frozen^ or other casual impediments. 

From the church yard may be seen an exten« 
sive and beautiful prospect^ exhibiting most of the 
principal mountains in the county ; the Sugar* 
Loaf beyond Abergavenny is veiy conspicuous^ 
and Twm Barlwm and the Machen Hill shew 
their bleak summits : the eye wanders with de-< 
light over the extensive levels of Wentloog, part 
so thickly grouped with trees to resemble a wood^ 
and rendered interesting by spires peeping above 
* them^ others representing marshes which appear 
to have sufiered the evils of inundation firom the 
neighbouring channel, and beyond the Severn to 
the high lands of Somersetshire and Glocester*^ 
shire ; in fine and clear weather this solemn repo- 
sitory of departed beings will not only afibrd 
suitable reflections, but give an exhibition of u 
beautifd and varied a natural picture as most 
eminences; nor does its peculiarity rest with its 
external views^ as the interior exhibits fine spe« 
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Cimens of Saxon architecture by its pillars^ and 
numerous wreathings which richly decorated the 
arches. 

The church is dedicated to St. Woolos, a 
saint of high honor with the early Welsh, and 
is reported to be the eldest son of a Dimetian 
king m South Wales, and married to a daughter 
of a Brecknockshire prince, by whom he had St* 
Kenna and the great St, Cadoc, founder of lian- 
carvan: for some time previous to his death he 
was exemplary in retirement, and rigorous in 
manner; his clothing was sackcloth, his food 
barley bread strewed with ashes, and his drink 
water; he rose to prayer at midnight, and sub- * 
sisted by the labour of his hands ; he died near 
the end of the fifth century, glorified by mi* 
racks*. 

When the church was originally founded is 
uncertain, but the Saxon and Norman work* 
qtanship so plainly perceivable convince us of 

• Lives of the SainU* 
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early date^ but the tower was added to it by 
Henry III. in gratitude for signal services he 
received from the inhabitants, and the earl of 
Glocester (who was the possessor of the cas- 
tle), in opposition to the rebels under the earl of 
Leicester; his statue was placed in the fronts 
where it still is to be seen headless, having been 
thus mutilated by Cromwell's soldiers. 

There is a tradition of a stream in tlie neigh^ 
bourhood of Newport called Nant-Kentham, dis- 
tinguished by the advantage king Henry II. 
derived from hk freckled face when passing over 
it; it having been foretold by Merlin Sylvester 
that they should be conquered by a prince so 
marked by nature, and who would pass that ford; 
on this the Welsh submitted without offering 
the least resistance, judging that opposition would 
be vblating the sacred tie which they ever felt 
themselves bound to, by the prophecies of old. 

At one end of the bridge stand the remains of 
the ancient castle, erected by Martin, lord of 
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Cemais^ and strengthened by the earl of Glooes* 
(er and Bristol ; excepting one part at the fitrthest 
end (which is inhabited by a poor iaxnUy), the 
whole is now in rains, and only serves as a 
safe retreat for those birds which seek for an 
undisturbed haunt, 

r 

It has been a strong building, though not very 
large, one side has its foot standing in the river^ 
where it had an entrance under an arch guarded 
by a portcullis ; over this was the principal room 
roofed with stone, and an octagon tower flanked 
the whole : the other three sides had a deq> moat 
surrounding them of not less than 20 yards over; 
many parts of the building shewing the gothic 
style, and indicating it to have had additions dur« 
ing the Norman age, and in the several disturb* 
ances from the surrounding Welsh^ was very 
serviceable to check their progress, or in whosever 
hands it was, to give a temporary securi^. Not 
far from it was an institution for Friar Preachers, 
and the house was granted by Henry VIII. in the 
35th year of his reign^ to Sir Edward Cam. 
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Maud, the eldest daughter of Robert Fitz- 
hamon, among other possessions granted Newport 
to her husband, Robert earl of Glocester and 
Bristol, who by his skill in arms was the means 
of placing his nephew, Henry II. op the throne : 
there are undoubted proofs that previous to hi^ 
time the castle was erected, and strongly garri* 
soned ; at his death it became the propoty of 
the earl of Hertford by marriage : in 1313 it was, 
with the town, given to Margaret^ who married 
Hugh de Audley, but her sister having married 
the renowned favourite of Edward II. Hugh le 
Despenser, she was obliged to surrender this part 
of her property, and he procured the inhabitants 
a charter of considerable privilege : on the down- 
fall of that ha^ighty minion, it was returned to 
De Audley, whose daughter marrying the earl 
of Stafford^ a person greatly respected by Edward 
III. who, for eminent services performed at the 
celebrated battle of Cressy, was created earl of 
Hereford, (and it is worthy of remark, that New- 
port and Netherwent furnished sixty men with 
lances in that important conflict); his descendants 
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enjoyed the same until Edward, the third dote 
of Buckin^baiin, was executed by order of Henry 
VIIL who seized it and sold the castle to the 
Herberts, of St. Julian's, from whom it descended 
to the Powis' family ; it was afterwards purchased 
by CSiarles Van, Esq. of Lanwerne, but the 
castle is now in two distinct properties; the tower 
near the bridge and the manor of Newport are 
the property of the marquis of Worcester, and 
the remmnder bdongs to William Keymeys, Esq^ 
of Mayndee. 

Pursuing the lefl-^hand road frotn St. Woolos 
church, Cardiff presents itself at the extremity of 
an exceeding pleasing and interesting ride of 
twelve miles. Between the third and fourth mile- 
stone, passing over the wooden-piered bridge that 
crosses the river Ebwy, an elegant mansion is 
observed : the grounds and [dantations about it 
kve extensive, and remarkably varied in the beauty 
of their scenery. The pari^, which is well stocked 
with deer, rises with graceful ascent, until it breaks 
into numerous emineiKres, pleasingly capped with 
fine timber, shading vestiges of ancient warfare. 
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intermhced \f ith han^ng woods^ bewildering the 
eye in every fanciful pleasing variety. 

A mountain stream meandering through the 
vale, and contributes to adorn the mansion by 
supplying the canal that flows near it. 

Approaching an aged man who was at work on 
the road, whose appearance carried evidences of 
information, with manners softened by a former 
more elevated sphere of life, induced me to en« 
quire of him the name of the place and proprietor : 
the sensations of his mind urged the hasty reply 
of, " Tredegar, the seat of Sir Charles Morgan, 
^^ Bart." nor could he desist from making a 
declaration in his benefactor's praise, with a 
warmth that bespoke a flame of gratitude was 
kindled in his heart, which could only be extin* 
gmshed by the close of his life. On my asking 
him if the house was not damp from the lowness 
of its situation, being so near the canal, his ani- 
mation in an instant fled, and sorrowfully leasmig 
on his spade, made no reply, but appeared lost in 
contemplation, or pensively reviewing the. bounties 
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of its possessor: anxious to know the cause of this 
change, but unwilling to disturb the meditation of 
his mind, at length repeated the question; he pre* 
served the same posture, with shaking his head, 
and after a lengthened pause, exclaimed the cnid 
prophecy, and said it had been foretold, Ruperra* 
would become a victim to the flames, and that 
Tredegar wquld find a wateiy grave, by being 
undermined by subterraneous springs: the former, 
added he, has been verified; and directing his 
eyes to the latter, they became too much daz- 
ekd by the ihetoric of his sensibility and grati* 
tude to make any observation on it; but his 
tongue expressed its fears that such a fatality 
should happen, by which he should be denied 
ofl^ng those blessings to its possessor, which 
were the constant and only tribute he could pay 
for his beneficence. 

Eveiy eminence on tliis road unfolds ail 
enlarged map of ocean, and a more extensive 
prospect of the level of Wentloog. 

* Another house belonging to Sir Cu Attcs Morgavi Bvt. 
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"Hie churches of Peterstone^ St. Bride's, Marsh- 
fields &c. with numerous white cottages, enliven 
and embellish the view ; and the broad sheet of 
water as far as the ^e can reach, seldom is with- 
out vessels of all descriptions gliding over it. 

At five nules and a half is Castletown, a small 
but neat village ; at seven and half^ St. Mdon^s ; 
and at the distance of three from Cardiff, we 
cross the bridge over the Romney, whose wind- 
ing course divides the counties of Monmouth 
and Glamorgan, Of this bridge, the dilapidated 
state is sufficient to create fears in the timid 
breast^ sufficient to render it an object of repar- 
ation^ and sufficient inducement to any public 
spirit to enforce the Act of Parliament 

The entrance to the town of Cardiff is better 
and more pleasing than is customary with old 
towns. The building on the right assumes 
the air of monastic ruins, and has been 
the habitation of white friars. A considerable 
portion of the old walls are remaining, and 
also those which were added for the greater 
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strength and conTenience of melons or batde- 
ments, in the troublesome time of Charley I* 
Its shape w^ nearly square, and there seem to 
Iiare been towers at each angle of the wall ; a 
great part of Cockis Tower is now standing, 
beautifully arrayed in a rich drapery of ivy; 
the whole was surrounded by a deep ditch, part 
of wliieh now is appropriated to the purposes 
of the canal. 

The town itself is clean, well provided, and 
convenient, tolerably well built, and pleasantly 
situated in a flat fertile countr)-. The town-hall 
has a respectable appearance when riewcd on tlie 
front, and the broad open street facing, is where 
the markets are held on Wednesdays and Satur- 
days, when every article in season may be abun- 
jdantly procured, and tolerably reasonable. 

GmfiiF appears to be rising fast into conse- 
quence as a maritime port, from its canal, which 
is 5^^i^iously planned and well completed; the 
bason (as it is called) although not wider than 
?vouM conveniently accommod^ite three large ships 
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mbfteasA, jet from its lengtli and depths is capable 
ef coatainiog some hundreds^ it bang upwards 
of a mile in lengthy and increasing* in width to^ 
urards the sea-lock. Vessels come up close to 
the town to take or discharge their cargoes^ with- 
out any regard to size or burthen^ and are always 
afloat^ to the great advantage of the merdsant, 
and benefit of the place : the entrance chamber 
to it from the sea is sufficiently deep for tlie 
largest man of war, bdng carried do\Mi to the 
bed of the river (for the canal is considerably 
above the Taffe). 

The whole length "of the canal from Mer- 
thyr Tydfil is rather more than 25 miles, and 
the fall of water, from its head to the seacock, 
is 56s feet, five inches; its course almost sur- 
rounds the town, for, after leaving the bason, 
it is continued in the direction of the walls till it 
passes near the new bridge, and then follows 
pretty nearly the course of the Taffe : although 
it is not more than four feet deep at most, the 
bo^es cany from 15 to 20 tons, and one horse 
is geqemUy found sufficient to haul them. 
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The walks, in fine weather, on the sides of the 
bason, are vety pleasant, and present delightful 
prospects; and the high promontory, or head* 
land^ before you, b called Pen-narth : the church 
on the extreme top serves as a sea-mark ; and the 
two islands directly in sight are the flat and steep 
Holmes: the flat, though apparently near you^ 
is not less than nine miles distant — and between 
the two are three miles more. Should (which is 
often the case) a number of vessels be at anchor^ 
waiting for a wind, the scene is truly grand ; but 
at all times vessels are mo^ng in some directioa 
or other. 

The river Tafie has amazingly altered its course 
of late years, and has approached the walls of the 
town: there are many persons who remember 
that the utmost strength of a man coidd not 
throw a stone from St. Mary's church yard into 
the river; yet such has been the fury of the 
stream, when swelled by mountain freshes^ and 
the many water-courses which fall into it^ that 
nearly the whole church yard is washed away^, and 
discloses the graves of the buried ; and bones of 
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^ery description are visibly sticking itbout the 

bank: this must be viewed with regret^ to 

observe thci little attention paid by the liviqg; 

a sbcr^ charge due to the ashes of the dead« 

The foundations of several houses have been 

destroyed^ and unless precautions are taken to 

preserve those now adjoining^ they will, in all 

probability, share the like destruction* St. Mary's 

church, and many dwellings, were swept away by 

an uncommon and dreadfully destructive rise of 

the tide in the channel, in the year 1607, and 

have not since been rebuilt; so that although 

Cardiff has two parishes, there is but one church, 

called St. John's, a neat structure, having not an 

inelegant tower, which, thoBgh plain in itself, is 

>^'ell set off by the lightness and beauty of the 

pinnacles and battlements, 

Cardiff was originally knov/n by the name of 
Rhatostabius Ostium; and on the invasion of 
Britain by the Romans, their general, Aulus 
Didius, raised a fort, and garrisoned it, to keep 
^he Silures in awe. From this circumstance the 
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Catobro Britons g&ve it the name of Caer-didl 
It next had its name from its ^toation on th9 
l*af{e^ and was called Caer-^taiFe^ C^erdaff, or 
CaerdifF; from whence it has corrupted to Cardiff. 
The date of its founding is said to have been in 
1080, but it certainly must have been consider* 
ably earlier, from what is above related ; and if 
reliance is to be placed on the Liber Landaven^s 
now in Landaff Cathedral, it will be found that 
Meurich, king of Glamorgan (the father of the 
famous Arthur) wai.a native of Cardiff. 

That, however^ the town is ancient, and has 
been of moment to several monarchies, the castle 
and its appendages *fully evince ; and Justin ap 
Gurgan was the last Welsh prince who occupied 
it. It was rebuilt in the style and strength of a 
Norman fortress, by Robert earl of Glocester, ia 
the reign of Henry I. In 1 101, when the Mont- 
gomery family was in rebellion, headed by the 
earls of Shrewsbury and Pembroke, several occu- 
piers of fortresses in the marches joined, and were 
suppressed by the above-named monarch; and 
the territory of Cardiff was given to Cadwgan, 
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but sub]ect to Robert de Bdmarsh^ Ushop of 

London, who was a M/arden of the marches.* In 

iilO, Robert Fitdiamon^ after his conquest oi 

Glamorganshire^ divided the country among his: 

twdye Norman kni^ts^ but reserved Cardiff to 

himself, which he enlarged and strengthened* 

for his residence. It was soon after taken by. 

one Ivor Bach, a Briton^ who dwelt in the moun« 

tains: having marched here privately wiUi his 

party in the nighty he suddenly surprised the 

castle and carried a%vay the earl of Glocester, 

(a grandson of Fitzhamon)^ with his wife and son, 

and detained them until he had received satis* 

&ctioQ for some injuries done him^ In 1131, 

it was taken by Llewellyn^s forces, under Md-: 

colm and Rhys^ and in 1233 by the earl of. 

Pembcok^ for Henry III. 

As the castle, &Cf declared .for Charles I. \i 
was besieged by Oliver Cromwell in person, and, 
through the treachery of a deserter, it surrendered^ 
to him, but the rascal on applying for his reward, 
^ound Oliver sensible of the deserts due tQ* a 

• 
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dastard wha abandons his causa ; and though he 
benefited fay tiie act, ordered him to be ioinie-. 
diatelx hailed. The subterraneous passage intq 
tiie gatrisGn, by whidii this was efiected, wept 
under the TafSe^ and a short time since, on 
the proprietor of the Inn called the Cardiff 
Armspfepairing or enlarging the cellar^ tlie 
wofkmen fell into wliat is supposed to have 
been part of* it. 

It is not easy to form' a correct idea of the 
original shape and figure of the main castle, ^ce 
it has undergone consideraUe alteration, vn/dh an 
intent to make it a fashionable residence^ buttlie 
9ddition8 are so litde in unison with the old build- 
ing, that its characteristic grandeur is lost in the 
design ; the present heir to it being a minor, all 
reparation and improvements have been stopped 
until' he^uill be of age; and as the workmen left 
their labor, so to this moment it remains, all in 
dirt and confusion. 

Hiere are sev^^ pictures, but chiefly codt 
sisting of family portraits of the Windsor's^ and 
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the umons by matrimonial alUances to the Mount- 

Stewart's ; they are. principally painted by Van* 

dyke, Kneller^ and Dahl ; there is one in the 

tfeikfast parlour displays the powerful effect of 

ligtt and shadow on the armour^ so eminently 

dis(nguished by the former artistes pencil^ and 

in the drawing-room are whole lengths of tlie 

manquis and marchioness of Bute^ in which 

Hoocin^ has very happily harmonized his bold- 

ne» of colouring, by uniting great affability 

vnAi high dignity; there is also a piece repre- 

secting the inside of the keep, painted by Ibbet- 

sot, which has claim to merit : in one of the 

roans are shown three balls thrown by Cromwell's 

orcnance, two of them iron, the other stone, of 

about eighteen pounds weight; two were found 

in the keep, and the other on the grecnt 

At one comer of the green, on an high mound 
of earth, are the remains of the keep, which is 
peculiarly attractive on passing the entrance gate; 
this building is of eleven sides, excluding the cen* 
^e tower^ which is octagon, and thick enough to 
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have a stmr-case and communications with upper 
apartments for observation and conveniencies, the 
waHs are said to be continued to the bottom of 
the mound^ and are so extremely hard in the 
cement, more difficult to divide, than the stones^ 
which are of all sizes : of this tower, it was the 
intention of the late marquis to have made ^ 
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large and elegant single roonij with copper roof» 
and sky-light; the whole to have been well 
finished and fitted up* 

An entrance tower to the castle still remains, 
but whatever we may admire in its structure, its 
history chills our approbation, and casts a sorrowful 
gloom on the mind; it is called the black tower^ ft 
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nume tnost cohsonant to the inhuman stain it had 
enckired^ and which time can never wipe away^ 
where, in a room barely 15 feet square, rather 
under ground, and with only a small crevice near 
the roof, was the unfortunate Robert, the eldest 
son of William the Conqueror, unjustly and cru-- 
cUy confined for 26 years, by the power of his 
unnatural brother, Henry I. and it has been said, 
with every degree of severity, in addition to im* 
prisonmcnt. 

Historians liave endeavoured to mitigate the 
rigor of his imprisonment, and it has even been 
asserted by one, to be utterly impossible for any 
human being to have existed in the dungeon a 
twelvemonth ; therefore, suppose him to have 
enjoyed the whole range of the building. Lord 
Lyttleton, quoting the authorities of Odo Vitalis, 
and William of Malmesbury, says, " Henry made 
'^ Ills imprisonment as easy to him as possible^ 
" furrtislung him with an elegant table^ and 
^ hu&ons to divert him ; pleasures wliich for 
" somie years he had ^preferred to *att the duties 
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" of sovereign power." Others relate, that on' 
attempting to escape, the prince was blinded, by 
holding a hot brass bason so near his eyes, that 
the humours were dried up, and the optic.nerves 
destroyed. Mathew Paris thus relates the cause 
of his death : 



*■ It happened oa a feast-day, that king Henry Ujin% on a icailct robcj 

*' the hood of which being too streight, in essaying to put it on he tote one 

*' of the stitchesj whereupon he desired one of his attendants to cany it to 

" his brother, whose head was smaller; it having always been his custom, 

" whenever he had a new lobe, to send one cut off from the same cloth to 

" hb brother, with a polite message. This garment being ddlvered to 

*' Robert, in putting it on he felt the fraction where the stitch had been 

** broken, and through the negligence of the taylor not mendeds on asking 

'' how that phce came torn, he was told it was done by his brother, and 

'* the whole story was related to him ; whereupon falling into a violent 

** pasnon, he thus ezdaimed: ' ahs! alas ! I have lived too long ! behold 

' my younger brother, a lasy clerk, who has supplanted me in my king- 

' dom, imprisoned, and blinded me ! I who have been soiamous in arms! ! 

' and now, not content with these injuries, he insults me as if I were a 

' beggar, sending me his cast-off clothes, u for alms!' from that time 

** he refused to take any nourishment, and miserably weeping and la- 

*' menting, starved himself to death : he was buried in Glocester cathedral, 

*' where his image as big as life, carved in Irish oak, and painted, is 

"yet shewn." 

Contiguous is the guard room, where the ^e 
of watchfulness was never closed, and above were 

R 
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the apiirtments for attencbmts^ store rooms, and 
observations : from this tower, to the \itep pn 
the momid, wa3 a strong and tbiek wall, whicbi 
on pulling down, and destroying the ^wadatioD, 
was at the bottom diacovercd to have hact a secret 
passage along the middle of it, with fli>od4ia£(^es 
and drop-gates : supposed to have been a way 
for saHying, or procaiing forage. The whok of 
the surrounding walls and battlements have been 
repaired, and the walks are k^t in cleaji order, 
and af&rd to the inhabitants of Cardiff an ex- 
cellent promenade, exhibiting a beautiful and 
diversified view in every direction; and from 
tiie eminence at one comer, a rich and charm- 
ing scene of the channel and surrounding coun- 
try is presented; the walks are open, and at all 
hours free to any one. 

Ca^l^illy .is from Cardiff rather more than 
seven miles; at two from whence you keep to 
the right through newly-enclosed grounds, and 
on ascending Thorn Hill, a beautiful view of the 
country you have passed and a wide extended 
landscape, with an expanse of water, eianch tlie 



119 

picture. The most remarkable peculiarity of 
Wales is the universal practice of whitening all 
their houses, nor is there any difference in this 
respect between the villa and the cottage : hence 
arises that lively sensation we experience in 
viewing any extent of prospect, and the neat 
display of the natural beauty of tHe country. 

In a fine clear morning, Cardiff appears to 
more advantage from hence, than elsewhere ; and 
the castle, with its ivy'd walls, forms an inter* 
esting object. Landaff also contributes to 
embellish the scene, and the circumstance of 
the houses being exalted above the cathedral,' is 
not only observable but a pleasing contrast. 

Proceeding onward, the fancy is led to sup* 
pose itself enclosed by mountains, (which is the 
fact in some degree) from whence occasional op- 
portunities occur from partial openings, of sur- 
veying splendid nature, gladdened by the g^fts of 
Providence in every animated form; nor are these 
huge ridges which I was passing, useless to man- 
kind ; for their bowels are stored with treasure. 
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and industry was exerting her efibrts to attain 
it; the collieries aroui^ul were giving up the 
stores to numerous applicants^ and rendered this 
(otherwise lonely) tract lively and arau^ii^. After 
ascending two or three more hills^ Caerphill/s 
pcmderous remains appear in the bottom^ and its 
dark colour^ strongly contrasted with the ac^oiQ- 
ing white dwellings, causes sensations of delight^ 
but xt^orc of astonishment. 

It is almost unaccountable, that a fortress, which 
ibr size^ strength, and compactness^ who3e ruins 
even now discover it to have had elotgance imited 
with utility^ a^d no doubt cvi be entertained but 
it has bomp the bnunt of many a storm^ and a 
great share in the broils and troubles of the prin- 
cipality^ as well as the a^rs of the kingdom in 
general, should have so £sw necordff of its events, 
or who were its possessors; in. this we are embar* 
rassed by difficulty^ and peiplexied by uncertaintyj 
an4 the inquisitive beholder cannot but be aston* 
ish^d at the little information to be obtained of 
the remains of a pile he cannot look on without 
surprise, nor cont^n)|^late without awe« |t 1^ 
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been thought to have derived its origin from the 
Britons, and afterwards to have been used as a 
garrison by the Romans ; founded by Beli Gawr^ 
a king of Britain, and brother to the Gaulish 
general Brennus, near 4gX> years previous to the 
birth of Christ ; but all this conjecture must be 
vague and undeterminate, for no history can fur^ 
nish any real information of its founder, or the 
time of its founding : there have been stories in 
circulation of its having been possessed by Juliua 
Cassar, and also that he caused it to be the resi-* 
deoce of his daughter, to preserve her morals 
from being contaminated by the ill examples of 
his wife, but a slight consideration wiU confute 
any such relation ; for it is well known, that 
Julius was never in this part of the country, 
nor were the Welsh ever subdued till Ostorius^ 
time, nor in complete subjection until Agricola ; 
therefore it is highly improbable that Juliua 
Caesar should trust his daughter in an enemy's 
coun^, and such inveterate ones as the Wdsh 
were. It has borne various turns of fortune^^ 
according to the success or defeat of the parties 
engajged, and ere gutipowder was invented, mus^ 
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htive easily withstood the shocks ojE warfare for 
ages, and, while provisions could be kept within, 
would render abortive all attacks without. When 
possessed by the turbulent Welsh, it was a con- 
siderable impediment to the British^ and as often 
as it could by them be obt^ned, was held as a 
check on the Cambrians. 

The whole building, and erections belonging, 
is said to have been two miles in circumference, 
with thirteen draw-bridges, where indications of 
them may be observed on the north and west, 
and a wall with inverted arches is peculiarly 
attractive. A round tower was at each angle, 
and the one at N. N. W. point is singularly beau- 
tiful, and demands particular attention for its 
deep incrustation of ivy, and being separated 
down the middle, where it exhibits the four sto- 
ries which communicated by galleries, 

Tlie grand hall was 70 feet by 30, and 17 fe^^ 
in height, supported by 20 arches; two noble 
windows from the ground reached the cieling 
of the room, ornfimented ^nth lepves and husks, 
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with fruit like }}^lss the fire-place i$ near ni^ 
feet wide, and high in proportion; on one side 
of this hall are seven clusters of round piHars^ 
and each cluster has three busts to support thein: 
at the east end are door-ways eight feet high, 
leading to a yard of 70 yards by 40, and nearly 
in the middle was a well. The whole of the inte- 
rior buildings was surrounded by a wall of con- 
siderable height, and remarkable thickness, with 
buttresses and square towers, all connect^ by a 
gallery, and above it was a walk, and a secret 
communication contrived within a wall, where 
oely cme parson csudd go' abf^M: a^ fl^i6 easlj^i^ 
end is the gateway, which contains thrte grodves 
for portcullises ; the mill was between the outer 
WmII and the moat, and on the west side of the 
stairs is a low round place c^led the mint house, 
sij^pc^rted by three pointed arches. 

Qf tbe whole ruins, CKt^sive $nd cumbrous 
ns they are, there is no part so truly remarkable 
^ the leaning tower ; when we contem[^te its- 
wonderfiil situation, or by what means it became 
to, it AbJces the mind lose itself in discu9sing. 
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and fluctuate in conjecture, as the top reclines 




eleven feet and a half over the base : the apparent 
weakness of its support, and that so mutilated, 
with the menacing attitude it assumes, threaten-* 
ing immediate destruction to whoever should ap- 
proach it, render it an object of inconceiveable 
interest, and is allowed nearly, if not equally, as 
great a curiosity as the celebrated leaning tcrfitr 
of Pisa, in Italy: this extraordinary object is 
divided into two separate p^ts, fix>m the top 
nearly to the middle, in such manner that each 
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dde hangs over, and the fissure is so wide^ that 
I walked easily through it. Haying been inf(Mined 
that the best mode of observing the efiect of this 
astonishing pile was to lay flat on the back close 
to its base^ I was induced to try, and it surpassed 
my expectation in grandeur and del^ht^ until 
terror interrupted^ and prompted me to rise in 
much less time than was taken to place myself 
in the position, nor did I recover the sensation, 
until I was well out of its reach. 

In the ojnnion of several persons of judgment, 
who have compared it with other castles, this 
fortress is supposed to have been the largest in 
the kingdom, excepting Windsor, and from its 
vast magnitude and admirable structure, has been 
affirmed by many to have been a Roman gar* 
rison : that there might have been a castle on 
tbe spot is not unlikely, but there are no marks 
ranaining, nor have coins or other articles been 
found to ascertain the certainty ; it may be re- 
niarked, that on all places known to be Roman, 
numberless fragments of their labour were accus- 
tomed to be stamped with some peculiar mark to 
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cTenote the constructor, nor were medals ever 
omitted to be strewed or deposited by them ; bat 
nothing of this kind, nor even the smallest ves- 
tige of an implement or utensil has been hitherto 
found, belon^ng to that nation. I shall not enter 
so deeply into the subject as to controvert the 
different opinions of others, or substitute ideas 
of my own : the ruins themselves will declare an 
early time, whether considered as the remains of 
the orrginal, or the splendid addition to an crfder 
fabric. The earliest accounts I could find, began 
with Grjrflyth ap Ivor ap Meurig, lord of Seng- 
henny th (the present Caerphilly) ; he was one of 
the chiefs who attended Henry II. in couiicil, to 
restore peace in the Marches. In the reign of 
John, when Llewellyn had caused a revolt, and 
was excommunicated by the Pope, he endeavoured 
to retain the interest of Reginald de Bruce, by 
giving his daughter into the family, and assigning 
to her husband the important fortress of Sehg- 
henayth, now Caerphilly. 

When Henry HI. ascended the throne, R^'- 
nald de Bruce returned to his allegiance, and 
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Llewellyn immediately assaulted Breeknock^ the 
principal town of his lordship; but by artful con- 
trivance and dissimulation^ Reginald persuaded 
Llewellyn to raise the siege of Brecknock^ 
and restore to his family Senghennyth, or 
Caerphilly. 

Some historians relate^ that when the barons 
and the king made peace^ the Welsh princes were 
excluded^ and afterwards perftdiously turned their 
aims against them; the earl of Pembroke violently 
acted in this underhand business^ and made dread^i' 
fill devastatbn in the MarcheSt but Rhys Vychan 
be^egedy took^ and destroyed the important for* 
tress of Caerphilly^ which had an English garrison^ 
and also other fortresses; in fine^ he compelled the 
enemy to retreat/ and regulated the Cambrians so 
jis to defend their tenitorias. 

Caeq^ly became under the influence of the 
^earl of Gare^ by marrying his daughter to Rhys 
Giyg, a dueftain of great consequence, who 
chiefly resided there as the principal barrier of 
Cambria, since the destructipn of Ca^rlepn^ and 
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from the stations of Red Castle, Thornhill, and 
lyn Bariwn, was strongly* secured. 

After the death of LlewdlyA, and the con- 
quest of Wales by Edward I. Rhys submitted 
to the English power; and Caerphilly, or Seng- 
hennyth, with all the hill fortresses, were ddi- 
vered up to the earl of Glocester: Edward 
afterward visited the various fortresses, and 
particularly ordered Cardiff and Caerphilly to 
be repaired, strengthened, and beautified. 

In the unfortunate rdgn of Edward II. the 
Spencers having become the favourites of the 
monarch; the king, the queen, and the barons 
were at variance, and commotions were die 
consequence ; Hugolin Spencer was for a long 
time besieged in Caerphilly castte, which at 
length surrendered to the queen, and the 
infamous Mortimer. 

In Glendwr's rebellion, Henry IV, confided 
the castle of Caerphilly to Constantia, lady 
Despenser; this lady was afterwaids cOQcemed 
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m the plot of endeavouring to raise her brother^ 
the duke of York, to the throne, and is said 
to have concerted measures with GHendwr, m^io 
was to have taken charge of the earl of March^ 
and the duke, if she could effect their escape 
from captivity at Windsor ; she did procure their 
release, but, on their way to Caerphilly, were,, 
with herself, retaken; however, she obt^ned 4 
pardon, a|id was reinstated at this fortress. 

While I was rambling over this interesting 

pile, and prying with delight into eveiy part 

acoesdble to the foot of inquisitive research, a 

person of the place approached, who, after the 

usual salutations, soon betrayed his province 

was to instruct, and though it was ytrnth^ 

still, information from a man of letter$ could 

not be refused ; nor can I deny roysdf the 

satisfaction of verbally detailing what contained 

so much national preference: ^ This castle, 

' Sir, is the oldest in the kmgdom, and cer- 

^ tainly the most req)ectable, for degance, 

' extent, and &me in history; various have 

^ been the opinions of its etymolog^f but this. 
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^ Sir^ may be depended upon i on Julius Cse^ 

^ sar making an attack on this fabric, he 

f found it irresistible, and impossible to acquire 

^ it by dint of scieotific warfare, he therefc»ie 

' aought other means, and offered terms of 

^ capitulation to its brave defenders^ which 

^ was conditionally agreed to, but the Welsh 

/ regarding the loss of thdr native language 

^ more than the loss of the castie, consented 

^ to its surrender, provided the name whereby 

^ it was in future to be called, should be 

^ half in Welsh and half in the language of 

' its conqueror, but, with a reserved prece* 

^ dence of applying the first word to it; 

^ this being assented to, the Welsh named 

^ Caer^ signifying a castle ; and Julius Cassar, 

' desirous of making it the residence of his 

^ daughter, in compliment to h^, named it 

^ fXia^ However improbable was the story^ 

the gravity with which it was told would have 

induced the smile which hod been collecting 

in the detail, to have burst into a laugh, 

had not the fear of distressing the feelings 

pf ajaotber forbiddep % 



At length I was warned to depart, by th^ 
sun taking its diurnal farewell, and retiring 
behind the mountains, leaving only the tinges 
of its golden rays to signify the approach of 
eve, and threaten to fold me in its ebon 
shade : Aus was reluctantly compelled to has- 
ten by the road I came in the morning, to 
place myself under the comfortable roof of 
Mrs. Thomas, at the Cardiff Arms, an Inn 
possessing more attention and real comfort 
than any other place of public accommodation 
I ever met with. 

The dazzling majesty of the morning *»an 
peeping in my window, not only tempted 
xne to rise, and reproached my slumbers, but 
induced me to take an earlier farewell of my 
hostess than I otherwise intended. 

Pursuing the road over a neat bridge of five 
arches, and taking the fi^st turning on the 
right hand, at the distance of two miles reached 
LandafF; a large forsaken mansion on the right 
throws a gloom on the fancy, by exhibiting 
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the sorrowful representation of grandeur in dis- 
gutse, but on the left the country assumes a 
distinguished contrast, by the decorations of 
the hills, where patches of firs are so taste- 
fully disposed, as to convey the characters of 
el^ance and prosperity ; the ivy-mantled walls 
of the episcopal castle, desolated, and in ruins, 
now approaches to view, and gives a pleasing, 
though mournful ejSect; particularly the strik- 
ing remnant of its large window. 

Urbanus the 30th, bishop of the see, in 
1120, is supposed to have been the founder, at 
the same time he greatly enlarged the church; 
but of this, no other authority is stated than 
what might be grounded from a relation of 
bishop Godwin's, in respect of Landaff; " the 
" archbishop (of Canterburj')* the rather to 
" draw on the liberality of men in contributing 
« toward the building of the church, took upon 
" him to release a fourth part of all penance 
'^ inflicted, unto such as should bestow sny 
" thing towards the same; by this means (no 
^ doubt) haying gathered great summes of mo* 
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" ncy, he began the building of that church, 

" which now standeth, April 14 th, 1120, and 

^^ having finished it, built anew also all the 

" houses belonging to it i" from whence it 

may be presumed, the palace was included : 

and Mr. Wootton, who is extremely copious 

in his account, also particularly says, that 

Urban built anew all the houses belonging to 

the church, " for himself and canons,** and 

describes the demolition as follows : *^ the 

^^ bishop*s castle stood, before it was demolished, 

*^ south-east of the church : it was heretofore 

" a very stately building, if we may judge by 

" the gate-house, which is still remaining. 

'^ It was destroyed by Owen Glendwr, (or 

Glyndwrdwy) who made great devastation 

'' in this county, as well as in North Wales, 

*' when he rose in arms against Henry IV. 

" there is a very high, thick, stone wall still 

" standing, which, probably, enclosed the cas- 

*' tie, and the outhouses that belonged to it: 

'' the scite of the castle is now tiuned into 

^' a garden, which now belongs to Thomas 
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" Matthew, Esq. of the court of LandafF, 
^^ (a house so called just adjoining) who is 
^^ tenant to a descendant of the house of 
^^ Arader, in Ireland; which hwiily have been 
'^ in possession of that which was once the 
^^ episcopal house^ and the grounds thereunto 
^* adjoining, for some ages/' There are no 
accounts that it was ever rebuilt since that 
destruction, and Godwin, so long back as 
iGoi, said, ^^ that the episcopal palace at Ma- 
*^ therne, {vide page ll) was the only house 
^^ left for -the bishop to put his head in.** 

Descending a steep decliyity, into a quiet 
and peaceful vale, came to the interesting and 
beautiful remains of its ecclesiastical pile : 



the pious work 



** of names once funed, now dubious or fof:got, 
" tnd partly boxied midst the wreck of thiags.*! 



The embellishments bring to light much his- 
tory of its ancient fame, and the pleasure in 
beholding a reli^ous pile, though even in ruins, 
cannot but inspire the mind to the most 
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moral reflections^ and awaken sentiments of 
serious awe : 

The best concerted schemes men lay for hme 
die hst away 



— Oh ! lamentable sight ! at once 
the labour of whole ages, lumber down 
a hideous and misshapen length of ruins* 
SepuUhral columns wrestle but in vaia 
with all-subduing time. 

A finer remnant of Saxon architecture can 
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no where be seen than in the toath entrance^ 
demanding attention not only for bespeaking 
the aera of construction, the elegance of 
orders^ and the graceful decorations of ivy 
planted by the hand of nature. On the north 
is 8 similar entrance, but divested of those 
pleasing vernal appendages, and all the walb 
unite ornamented neatness to solidity of ma- 
sonry. The western entrance piuticularly 
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claimed my attention^ by the rich display of 
beautiful gothic^ in all the tastiness of its con^ 
struction; the mouldings of the arches, and 
light stone pillars, which once constituted the 
division of its windows, were beautifully en* 
twined by ivy in every fanciful direction, and 
variety of unstudied elegance: over a large 
door, in the centre of this structure, is the 
representation of a bishop in his pontifical habit, 
which, by some, has been supposed to be 
Urban, who lived in the reign of Henry h 
and built the church, but is considered by the 
best-informed, to be intended for St. Dubritius^ 
who was the first bishop of the see. Over the 
door are three long windows, the centre twenty 
feet high and four feet broad, and those on 
each side are sixteen by three; above them are 
seven niches, the middle being the longest, and 
the only open one; the remainder diminishing 
in regular lengths: above them in a recess, is 
a statue, considered to be designed for Heniy 
I. the reigning prince, and the whole capped 
with an ornamental cross. This front was sup*- 
ported by a tpwer 9i e^ch end ; the one (now 
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only left in the record of history) was called 
jlhe old tower, and taken down in consequence 
0i great damage it sustained by a storm in 
1703 ; it contained one large bell, which was 
exchanged at Exeter for five smaller ones^ and 
were hung in the present tower. 

The tower on the north side was also taken 
down, and supplied by the present edifice, built 
by Jasper, duke of Bedford, in the reign of 
Henry VII. and retains the name of that noble- 
man : it had pinnacles and battlements, which 
were destroyed by a storm. 

On descending a few steps from the west, 
the area of the building, not occupied by the 
modern edifice, was strewed with the elegant 
fragments of pillars, and its walls pleasingly 
diversified with spontaneous shrubs; it is now 
without any sepulchral records; and two effi- 
gies in alabaster, which display much ability of 
the artist, (supposed to be Italians, patronised 
by King Henry VIII.) are removed from thenc^j 
and placed erect in the old chapter room. 
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Here I must beg leave to break off, and 
seriously lament that the history of Landaff 
is so difficult of access; and indeed only to be 
found in that now very scarce and almost out* 
of-print record, compiled by Mr- Browne 
Willis. Fearful of it being totally lost, and 
desirous of restoring the interesting circum* 
stance of the remains of those which are 
deposited, with many observations totally ob- 
scured, to the remembrance or tradition of 
the place; with this intent I shall avail my- 
self of that gentleman's known genius and 
authority, by adding it as an appendix, trust- 
ing the interesting extract will be rewarded 
by the approbation of my reader: but, previous 
to entering the present structure, I shall give 
what little account I could collect of the 
original edifice. 

- Of the antiquity of the church, it is re- 
ported to have been first built by king Lucius, 
about the year of Christ, 180, though no 
account of bishops previous to St. Dubritius; 
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and indeed it is probable he had no predeces- 
sors, because the memory of his successors is 
so carefully preserved, and the chronology of 
the early times are very uncertain, insomuch 
that several accounts contradict each other; 
some fixing Dubritius to have been instated 
to the see by St, Germanus and St. Lupus, 
two French bishops, in 436, who came over 
to extinguish the Pelagian heresy, and consti- 
tuted him metropolitan of all these parts, of 
which he sometimes sat at Caerleon, and some- 
times at Landaffl Others inform us, he was 
not appointed metropolitan till the year 4g0, at 
which time he was preferred from Landaff, to 
succeed Threminius in that dignity at Caer- 
leon, by the nomination of Aurdius Ambrosias, 
one of the last British Kings; and being in 
possession of both these sees, he held them in 
commendam till the year 512, and then re- 
signed LandafF to his disciple, St. Tdeiau, who 
had been instructed by him, together with St. 
David, at a place called Kentland, near Ross, 
in Herefordshire. 
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St. Oubritius is reported to have lived to a 
great age, and to have been a bishop above 80 
years^ and that in 519 having resigned his 
archbbhopric of Caerleon to St. David, he re- 
tired from the world, and after some years 
spent in solitude, departed this life at an 
island called Enlhie, (now Banhey) on the coast 
of Caernarvonshire, November 14, 522, from 
whence his bones were translated to LandafF, 
by Urban, the 30th bishop of this see. May 7* 
IISU)^ and laid before the high altar. 

During the times of the three first bishops, 
so much riches had been bestowed on this see, 
that if it now enjoyed the tenth part of that 
which it has been endowed with, it would be 
one of the wealthiest churches in Christendom; 
though now it is said to be barely sufficient to 
repair itself, and that divers benefices in the 
diocese yield more profit to their incumbcints, 
than the present bishop receives. 

When Urban was consecrated, he found his 
bishopric in a very poor and miserable condi- 

u 
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tion ; the church ruined, and almost to the 
;g;round, the revenues so confiscated, that out 
of 24 canons, they could scarcely maintain 
two; wherefore, explaining to the king and 
pope, he obtained a remedy, by procuring 
letters to the clergy and gentry of the king* 
dom, and thus gathered great sums ; he pulled 
do^vn the old church, which was but 28 feet 
long, 15 broad, and 20 in heigh th, and began 
in 1120, the fabric (of which part of the ruins 
now remains), and dedicated it to St. Peter, St 
Dubritius, St. Teleiau, and St. Oudoceus; a 
work truly magnificent, and to be remembered 
with honour by posterity; and in addition to 
this magnificence, built also the houses for him^ 
self and canons ; after which he proceeded to 
recover the lands which had been alienated from 
the see, and the jurisdiction of places somd 
neighbouring bishops had usurped; but in fol- 
lowing those pursuits, he died on a journey to 
Rome, in the year 1133. 

It seems, some of them were sdzed by the 
Normans, 1091, and notwithstanding Urbsn'ft 
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endeavours^ this see hath never recovered itself; 
and bishop Kitchen^ in the rdgn of Henry VIIL 
greatly impoverished it, by setting or leasing oul 
on long leases, almost all the lands belonging 
to it, insomuch as to have nearly ruined it ; and 
bishop Blethen is stated' to have still more Ies« 
sened its revenues, in order to provide for his 
children, by selling and alienating lands belong'^ 
ing to it: and in Cromwell's rebellion, more 
lands were sold, for the sum of 3775/* 3^. 8d. 
besides material injury bang done to the edifice 
by the contending parties. 

On the death of the organist, in 1692, th« 
choir service was put down, and has been dis* 
continued ever since; and in 1705, or 1706, the 
roof fell in, and thus despoiled us of the ori* 
ginal beauty this edifice, no doubt, was replete 
with: to this church there was a library, whichi 
in all probability, contained valuable records^ 
but in the dvil wars was dispersed by the 
rebels, and, according to Browne Willis, part 
of it burned, .with a number of Common Prayer 
Booksj at Cardiff^ whithor the cavaliers of the 
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country, and the wives of several clergymen, 
were invited to the castle, on a cold win- 
ter's dajTy to warm themselves by the fire, 
which was then made of the books. 

The sequestered and delightful situation of 
the church is well calculated to inspire devo- 
tion, and rendered truly sublime, by being en- 
closed within the walls of the ancient struc- 
ture, composed of the elegant and ornamented 
fragments of the former architecture: never 
did I witness an edifice kept in such an uni- 
form, praise-worthy, and commendable neatness ; 
and was it possible to increase the praise of 
its respectable and venerable r^dentiaiy, it 
would be added on this occasion. 

We enter this solemn pile by ascending a 
few steps out of the ruins of the old one, 
when its lightness, plainness, and somewhat 
remarkable singularity, must be striking to 
every one. We are not here, as in other build- 
ings of this kind, attracted by a multiplicity 
of poluntfis, or bewildered by the prof^ision of 
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ornament^ or numerous monmnental records of 

departed mortals; there are but few, and those 

must be carefully searched for. The choir is 

enclosed, and occupies the space of the great 

aisle, containing 12 stalls, with the addition of 

thrones for the bishop and archdeacon; two 

pulpits, one of them decorated with mitres, in 

which the bishop preaches, and the altar is 

raised on five steps, over which is the repre* 

sentation o£ a temple, supported by pillars. 

The choir, though rather unbecomingly heavy 

in its ornaments, is singularly pleasing for the 

assistance it gives to the voice, rendering the 

modulations so musically distinct. 

I now went to the west end of the north 
aisle, by observing several ancient and curious 
monuments, but containing very few scriptral 
memorials : a flat stone first presents itsd( 
now without any inscription, which, perhaps, 
was obliterated by the fi-equent research of 
grateful memory : another in this hiunble pos- 
ture, and presumed (by the emblems on it) 
to be tl)e saf4^;uard' of the deposited lemaixis 
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of episcopal dignity. Two eflSgies on a raised 
pedestal, in pontifical habits^ ace recording the 
memories of St. Dubritius^ and bishop Brum- 
fidd^ with the pastoral staff, mitres^ &c. Of 
the first, there is scarce any further knowledge, 
than^ that being bishop of this see, and living 
to a great age^ he resigned his dignity to St. 
Teleiau^ anno 512, after enjoying the same 
Above 80. years ; he died at Bardsey« in 522, 
and h^ bones were translated here by Urban, 
on his repairing this edifice. Bishop Brumfield, 
S. T. P. a monk of St. Edmmdsburyy abbot of 
the monastery of Silva Major, in the diocese of 
Bmrdeaux, and master of the .divinity jschool 
in the pope's palace, a very learned man, 
though of a pragmatical humour, obtained this 
see.by.pkpal provision, and recaved the |eth* 
pondities t)n December the .17th^ 1389; ^^ 
he had scarce, enjoyed it two years^ he died^ 
anno 1391^ and was buried in. his own cathe* 
dial. Above this tomb i^»a sculpture in rdievoi 
9ffis^ed to the wall, representing the crucifbuoDi 
with •all. the MinstiUmeHlts employed 09 that 
solaqm^QOcasson^. emblematical of the faith in 



147 

which these persons died : there is something 

so striking, as well as singular, in the device, 

as naturally to fix our thoughts to the grand 

su)igect it displays; nor can our adoration be 

raised too^ high, when we consider the cause, 

the scheme, and the effects, of that meritorious 

proof of divine chanty: a serious contemplation 

on every one single article here exhibited, must 

lead the mind to devotion, and endeavour to 

establish maxims of morality never to be swerved 

from during our existence in this sublunary 

state; impressed for ever should these me* 

mentos be upon the heart, guarding it from 

temptation, and inferior delight of worldly en* 

joyments; then might we be better enabled to 

meet the irrevocable decree passed on us, and 

fastto with more certainty on that hope, which 

alone ean theer us in the great conflict of 

uatute. 

On the opposite side,, in a gothic niched 
recess in the wall, is the effigy of bishop Davies, 
S. T. P> in his- episcopal robes, who hlid been 
w^hdeacoa -of the church, and elected to this 
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see July 2Q, 1667^ confirmed the asd, and 
consecrated the 24th of jiugust ; he died^ March 
14, 1674, and was buried in this cathedral: he 
founded a library here^ and presented it ivith 
many of the fathers^ from the second to the 
dghth century, and several other works ; above 
this are also emblems of crucifixion in a shield: 
beyond these, in another recess of the same 
form, is the figure of a skeleton, done upwards 
of 500 years since, and designed to perpetuate 
the memory of an unfortunate female, who pined 
herself away, and fell a victim to that passion 
nature gifted to render mortals most happy ; 
poor neglected girl ! I this monument is artfully 
contrived to awaken sensibility, by the forcible 
manner it displays itself, not boldly discover- 
ing the whole formation at once, but ingeni- 
ously withdrawing a part of the shroud, and 
disclosing only sufiicient to shew of . what 
nature and transformation the departed bang 
is become. No longer the blooming object 
which created pleasure not only to those aroundi 
but in remembrance of the distant ; cQuld y^ 
now emerge from the enclosing tomb, what 
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awe wouldst fhdu inspire to those who once 
neglected thee ! thy delicacy, which could not 
bind on earth, would rivet with unutterable 
surprise, in your exchanged form ! disengaged 
from all attachment, ye could now give instruc- 
tive lessons of the instability of earthly beauty, 
^d moderate the imptlse of mankind, to 
acquire charms, lasting ohiy with existence, 
mortify the Appetite for conceived personal 
elegance, and shew how corroding is the cover- 
ing of death. Ambition here may learn,' how 
Vain and unstable are nil the acquirements of 
wealth, grandeur, and fame : this, the return 
for thy adoring heart, from the faithless or 
impenetrable object of thy misplaced affection, 
whose inhumanity hath forced thee to the bit- 
terness of death, in the bitterest shape! ! and 
ignorance, or insensibility, consigned to the 
tomb, youth, beauty, and affection! Look on 
this, ye. survivors, nor add more trophies of 
dissembling or carelessness: this is a monument 
for the gay and thoughtless, the healthful and 
strong, an exchange for what was amiable and 
lovely, inviting, and endearing; go, disappointed 

X 
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virgin, and though thy sun of life was clouded 
by affiictionj receive that rest appointed for the 
virtuous^ and enjoy felicity superior to thy 
de9ire9| and lasting as etermty. 

On the same side, raised on a hi^j or* 
namented tombj is represented a knight in 
armour, with his head resting on an open hd- 
meXy crested with a headless bird, his feet 
resting on a crouching lion; the whole in 
alabaster, displaying a good specimen of sculp* 
ture, to commemorate Christof^r Matthews^ a 
character distinguished by his illustrious acts 
of valour, and amazing strength; he was in 
stature six feet two inches high^ and was killed 
in the civil wars. 

In a recess opposite, are two figures,, con- 
sidered to be David Matthews and wife; he is 
represented in armour, and his lady by his side, 
both in alabaster ; these effigiest and the orna- 
ments about them, display great taste in the 
execution, and are remarkable for the delicacy 
and elegance with which the female drapery is 
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delineated: beneath them is an inscription in 
ancient characters. 

Passing through a small chapel^ at the east 

end, divided by the altar of the choir, which 

breadth this chapel occupies, (and is appropriated 

to the performance of service in Welsh) ; here 

are deposited the remains of bishop John de 

Monmouth, doctor in divinity, chancellor of 

Oxford, prebendary of Mlton, in the church of 

Lincoln, nominated to this see in Marchy 12^ ; 

though^ on account of the death of the pope^ 

he did not receive consecration until February 

lO, 1296, after which he had the temporalities 

restored him jipril 4th Mowing; he was a 

great benefactor to his church, and in all 

respects a good governor thereof, as may be 

seen in Fullefs Worthies in Monmouthshire, where 

he was bom in the town of Monmouth, and so 

Burnamed ; he procured the parsonage of New^ 

fdnd, in the county of Glocester, which one of 

Hs predecessors obtained from the bishopric of 

Hereford, to be appropriated to his see, and did 

several other good acts ; he died on the 8th of 
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^prilj 1323, which was recorded in a French 
inscription^ long since worn out and defaced 

; At the north-east comer of the south aisle, 
in . a recess, is a pionument to Christiana And* 
ley, a character distinguished not only for her 
bequest of the great and little heaths to the 
poor of Landaff, Roach, and Whitechiurch^ but 
for a valuable life; it presents proofs of the 
obility of the artist, by the superior workman- 
ship which adorns it, exhibited in alabaster, 
whose spotless white tints the innocence of her 
life, and seems to exhibit an emblematical trait 
of the character it comfnemorates ; the sur&ce 
smooth, as was her amiable dispositiop, without 
ostentfition, yet fully graiid, displaying those 
lustres herself e^^bjted ; but when monumental 
records are mouldering tp the dust, thy me- 
mory will live in the grateful hi^arts pf those 
who feel the value of thy generous donations ; 
actions which require no other mode of infer- 
piation to posterity, than in the persons who 
realize the benefits thereof: beyond them^ lie 
bishop Pascal, who died October 11, 136l, at 
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his episcopal palace^ at Bishton; and William 
de Breuse^ consecrated 1265^ and died March 
19, 1286^—7 following; these are very humble 
stones^ with inscriptions so defaced as to be 
scarcely legible; no cost, or expensive deco- 
ration, added to tell survivors any thing beyond 
mediocrity, and that so worn, perhaps by fre- 
qqent resort of affection or tenderness, as to 
make the stone appear unfaithful of retaining 
its charge ; ito doubt they have most frequently 
enlivened the associated circle, and gladdened 
the hearts of the more unhappy, sacrificed their 
wishes to the good of others, and eloquently 
pourtrayed the charming counsels of the vir- 
tuous^ to the growing generation set forth the 
example of piety, beneficence, and worth. Here 
are all which can now be known; and may 
their merits have been sufficient to waft their 
souls to happiness unsullied, and joys unspeak- 
able. 

The old chapter-room exhibits interesting 
antiquity in its construction, being supported 
by only one pillar in the centre, with springing 
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gothic arches; in it are the two monuments 
before spoken of^ brought from the west en- 
trance^ of Sir William Matthews and his lady. 

After having had all the monuments pointed 
out to me^ I was desirous of inspecting them 
more accurately; my guide being under the 
necessity of attending to his own avocation^ left 
me; pleased with the idea of spending a few 
moments under its sacred roof^ I locked myself 
in, to indulge the meditations so mournfully 
pleasing to a sorrowful mind: never had I been 
in a situation so awfully retired^ which gave 
^very object a grave and serious air ; the pro- 
found silence that reigned^ added solemnity to 
the scene^ and inspired a religious dread^ while 
wandering over the hallowed spot strewed with 
the departed, gave, though a silent, a solemn 
admonition. 

It were wise to be frequent in such situ- 
ations as would turn our attention from the 
multiplicity of frivolous objects with which we 
are surrbunded, to contemplate our more in)* 



155 

portant state as regarding a future existence; 

neither would it betray a disposition to be 

deemed austere^ by encouraging thoughts of so 

momentous a change as we are certain at one 

time or other we must undergo. Placed, as I 

was^ amidst the relics of departed beings, and 

susceptible of their eloquent (though inactive) 

instructions, I more deeply felt the insignb- 

ficance of my present state, if viewed only in 

an earthly light; convinced by those around, 

how transitory, weak, and futile, were all 

attempts to attain a lasting satisfaction in our 

present sphere, or by the work of our own 

hands to gain a solidness of glory without 

decay. 

By retirement from the noise of the busy 
throng (and that often is the only mode to 
set us right in our imaginations, and to re* 
strain evils which pour upon us in every 
direction, and from every circumstance) we 
should be roused from the slumber of care- 
lessness^ and invigorated to an exertion for the 
attainment of superior qualifications, and open 
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to ourselves an understanding to guide us in 
a path leading to a life unfading and unspot- 
ted. Eiistence can be only delightful so far 
as we are satisfied: how wretched then roust 
that mortal be who trusts only to the fleeting 
enjoyments of the moment, when he considers, 
that with them he must perish; with them be 
soon in oblivion ? Fof those reasons it behoves 
us to turn our ideas to scenes like these 
surrounding me, and listen to the senti- 
ments they so forcibly dispense to an attentive 
observer; telling us, in language too plain to 
be misunderstood, to conduct ourselves in such 
manner, and to value our acquisitions^ as the 
better enabling us to perform our respective 
parts with that propriety, as to look with 
pleasure on our past hours, and with tranquil 
ease, to reflect on those moments which 
are to convey us to another and unceasing 
existence. 

On one side of me, I perceived in similitude 
an emblem of corruption,* a picture of faded 

• The skeleton. 
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mortality, an end of fancied pleasure; proving 
the liability of our destruction, even from the 
want ,of fulfilling our imaginary satisfactions : 
distended, motionless, and incapable of percep* 
tion; no faculty of power remaining; a sem- 
blance of utter destruction. G>uld this be the 
intent of our sojourning here? Could this be 
the desire of our Creator — the finish to his 
performance ? The resemblance* at once denies 
it, and shew us that we are valuable in esti- 
mation, and the proud production for superior 
advancement; and to accomplish the important 
task of raising our frail bodies to invaluable 
*^^^9 was the still more glorious condescension 
of his unspeakable beneficence, whose sufferings 
none can tell; and 

<< If Angels tremble, 'Us at such a sight ;'* 

A dght which must awaken all our horrofs 
for the circumstances which occasioned it, and 
gratitude for the reinstatement of our favour, 
by the strict observance of the duties to acquire 
A ; nevet could our consequence be more plainly 

• The trophies of the Resuncction and Ascension of Christ. 
Y 
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Mt forth than by the affection shewn to pre- 
serve us; a proof of future honours for which 
"we are now only to prepare^ and the forfeiture 
of them so great an injury to ourselves as 
nothing could restCM^^ but the agonies of an 
ignominious death of even the Lord of our 
life: with what veneration then ought we not 
to' contemplate tliis subject^ and bow with 
humble adoration for the means opened, and 
the advantages offered unto us by such a won* 
derful instance of favour and charity ! how 
insignificant are we, taken as a worldly object, 
how poor and contemptible are our efforts or 
power, how mean and abject our pretensions, 
how divested of .qualification to presume on our 
own sufficiency to procure a share of felidty, 
when nothing less than so astonishing an atone- 
ment should be able to ^ve us any prospect of 
a release from those chains our perverseness had 
rivettedl But whilst we are attracted by the 
gaieties of the world, and the allurements of 
amusements and dissipation, we can neither 
form our minds, or allow the thought of a 
future ftate, in any forcible degree, to withdraw 
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the attentioM from the infatuating principle 
which we so falsely call pleasure ; but should 
any private or domestic distress happen within 
the pale of our cooeerns^ for a moment it cr&r 
ates a sensation of apprehensions^ and confuses 
our ideas rather than lessens the calamity; and 
with retiiming quietness so also returns that 
nclusiDn of moral sentiments so highly preju- 
dicial to the well regulating of our manners ; 
1?ut evea should affliction hold with constant 
grasp on our frame^ still the mind> by its sus* 
ceptibility of uneasiness^ is rendered unfit for a 
proper meditation on so sublime a theme ; how 
careful then should we be occasionally to throw 
off the attire of mortality, and whilst in ths 
rajoyment of all our faculties, turn to the 
repomtory of the dead^ and hold converse with 
Qorruption ; pf such importance is it, that it 
canQot fa9 of i^^ng us a true portrait of our^ 
odves, and of the vanity of other pursuits which 
do not tend to the promoting not only our 
w^reJn this, but superlative blessings, lasting 
w glorious in the future translation : it will 
teach us that| perishing as our frames appearj 
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there is yet a way whereby to attain, and a 
hold whereby to fix, which will never desert 
us, but joyfully present as a testimony of love 
which cannot be refused, and of mercy wfaicb 
cannot be overthrown, all this procured by that 
inestimable sacrifice, (which is now represented 
before me) by which the redemption of. fallen 
man is procured — and eternal pardon sealed to 
those who profess with undeviating faith the 
merits of the intercession, and reliance on the 
power of that blood shed so profusely for our 
iniquities ; a stain not greater than could 
be obliterated, but too great to be otherwise 
cleansed than by the means taken so benefi- 
^ntly for us. May this impressive matter be 
so affixed to my heart, that my future endea^ 
vours shall be only such as will more closely 
confirm the maxims set for us to follow, to 
acquire that profiision of blessing promised only 
to the deserving! And oh ye sacred remnants 
of departed popularity, over whose bones I now^ 
tread, may yoiu* convincing arguments strike 
deep to my heart, and be the cause of more 
frequent visits to similar companions, horn whom 
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lessons of wisdom are numerous/ and the truths 
ye disj^y unanswerable I Let it be the hap- 
piest moment of my li^ that hearkened to the 
instructions ye gave^ and be proved by the 
constancy of my endeavours to retain the prin« 
ciples imbibed, till that dread moment shall 
arrive in which I shall be summoned to join 
you ! 

I cannot retire from this edifice without 
remarking, that whatever imperfections there 
may be in the regularity 6[ its structure, it is 
amply compensated by its neatness; indeed this 
is so particularly attended to, as not only to 
render it truly impressive, but to inspire the 
mind with sentiments suitable to the purpose 
for which the building was intended. 

After leaving the church with an impression of 
melancholy, yet of pleasure, not only caused 
by visiting the . asylum of departed virtues, 
but by wandering over ruins that picture the 
escutcheon of destroying time, I was awakened 
from my contemplation by the appearance of a 
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woman busied among the gravea : on approaeh- 
ing unobsenred^ I aooh perceived it was natui« 
in diftresa; aha was tat \110r kneea^ looking 
patheticaUy on a littlo earthy hiUock^ cnameDed 
with flowers, and surrounded by a nanrow gran 
(jiorder, which sha was carefully weeding ;-»now 
her eyts were directed up to heaven^ then on 
the grave, and shaking her head, when a deep sigh 
waved these little vegetable records which were 
prafiiaely watered by her tributes of unfagned 
aorrow. Her grief interested my feelings, I 
eould no longer resist enquiring for her tale 
of woe: she told me, it was th« peaceful 
mifuiins of her only child ! \ unfolded ^^ 
auoh aiipplicity, with a voice so much in the 
tone of distress, and vrith aetions so truly the 
types of afSiction, that I was obliged (with** 
out being able to say I pitied her situation) 
to conceal myself among the ruins, fesrfiil 
of being reproached with a weakness is 
which nature could only find relief; there I 
silently reviewed this testimony of afftctioDi 
and earpefttly entreated, that whrnevcHT it 
pleased hmven to take hoA mo Ufi^^ thtf* 
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might be one remembering fxiend to visit the 
humble spot and mark the repository of my 
ashes, by so expressive, tender, and pleasing^ 
an office. 

The town of Landaff is small, and the eiam** 
pie exhibited by its ecclesiastical edifice, hat 
become a proselyte to the pattern of its neat- 
ness: no sooner had I taken my ferewdl of 
this place, than the river TafFe presented itself; 
the beauty of its varied shores was pleasingly 
harmonized, by the breadth and transparency 
of its murmuring stream ; passing over it by a 
bridge of two arches, at the distance of two 
miles to the left, through a country replete 
with objects to render scenery interesting, and 
delightfully pleasing by the countenances of the 
inhabitants so expressive of happiness; the 
canal became my close companion, and the 
river I had lately left, was winding through 
the vale in fanciful directions, to make it 
most agreeable to the eye; its boundaries com^ 
prised every charming assemblage of pleasing 
variety, in which the united efforts of nature 
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and art were most tastefully displayed: the 
opposite hiU was beautifully clothed with cop- 
pice wood^ that gave it a forest-like appearance, 
and rendered it doubly interesting by the 
situation of Mr. Lewis's iron-works, and the 
many residences of those who are there em- 
ployed; the attention now became particularly 
engaged on a castellated ruin^ which though it 
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bore the evidence of great decline, was marked 
with the character of ancient splendour; its 
walls were partially veiled by a mantling of 
ivy, and placed midway down the mountain's 
side, its rear was so thickly overshadowed with 
embowering trees, as to deny the rays of the 
sun to penetrate; while in other parts you 
observe masses of limestone, embellished with 
timber, finding subsistence from the crevices of 
its rocks : a workman being employed at the 
lime-kilns below it, (who I was delighted to 
Und understood sufficient English to be sensible 
to my request,) induced me to enquire of 
him the name of the castle, and if any history, 
traditional or otherwise, was related to it ; but 
here the unaccommodating disposition of one 
of the lowest order of the people, in denying 
a stranger the least information, put my humor 
to the test, and had an oath been pardonable^ 
it would have claimed privilisge on this morti- 
fying occasion. * What is the name of the 
* castle ?' * Dim saesonegJ — ^ Is there any his* 
' tory of it?* ^ Dim sdesotiegV ^^^ How far to 
' Pont-y-pridd ?* * Dim saesoneg' —* ^ Where 

a 
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' docs the Canal go to ?* * Dim saesoneg'-^ 
Determined to put a still simpler question, 
asked him the name of his national river which 
was rolling at our feet ? * Dim saesoneg*. This 
perverseness I must acknowledge provoked me 
to be personal^ and in hasty terms, applied a 
name derived from the river, gracefully mean- 
dring in sight, which fired the Cambrian to 
such a degree, that the Briton and Saxon had 
nearly got to blows. 

This castle is named Castle-coch, and sup- 
posed to have been erected to defend the pass 
of the river, though its situation is certainly 
ill judged, on account of the liill which com- 
mands it : the access is difficult, not only from 
its stupendous height, and being overgrown with 
bushes, but the barrier of loose stones (which 
once composed a part of its fabric) is now 
formed as a wall; and, strange to relate, every 
step appeared to have been taken to impede an 
explorer: the interior presented one series of 
desolation ; and though there is a pleasure in 
wandering over a mouldering pile^ the gloomy 
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monument of departed fame^ robbed it of the 
usual gratification, and excited a solemnity : 
trees and shrubs became the residents of its 
courts^ and its ruined walls were obstructed 
from the eye by a darkening veil of ivy, that 
rendered it difficult, from its dilapidated state^ 
to trace its former extent. The magnificence 
of its front is peculiarly attractive, and serves 
to throw a light on its former fame; but on 
researching this noble remain, I was amply 
rewarded, and pleasure resumed its gratification, 
by a view from its large broken window pre- 
senting such a variety of countless charms, 
beyond the reach of description or delineation: 
the scene was diversified in every fanciful form 
that embraces the most pleasing features of land- 
scape, adorned with a river winding through a 
rich and high cultivated tract, ornamented with 
a view of Cardiff, LandafF, and numerous other 
interesting objects, until it reached the broad 
expanse of the Bristol channel, the whole 
forming a charming assemblage of choice and 
variegated beauties i there is scarcely any 
knowledge to^bi^ gained of this place; but somo 
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relate a story somehow connected with it^ that 
when Jestyn-nap-Gwrgwn, a prince of Glamor- 
ganshire, lived at Cardiff castle, Castle-coch (or 
the red castle) was inhabited by a petty prince, 
named Ivor Bach, (or little Ivor, a short, reso- 
lute man), a mutual love having been formed 
with one of Jestyn's daughters, he applied to 
her parents for consent, which was refused; 
Ivor justly considering that life is undesirable 
if separated from the object of love, collected 
a chosen band, stormed Cardiff castle, and 
carried off his prize; the enraged father pur- 
sued, but soon aftenvards consented to the 
union. Ivor Bach was a descendant and the 
last of the kings of Baycheinog, he was slain 
in battle in a valley called after him, Pant<> 
coed-IvQr, or the valley qf IvQr's anny. 

Turning down a narrow lane, immediately 
opposite to a wear, which was transversdy 
stretching across the stream of th^ Tafie to 
turn the water to Mr. Lewis's forge, I found 
the remains of the once celebrated Taffe's 
well; it is 9 mineral spring, and said to bf 
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Strongly impregnated with iron, issuing through 
an immense bed of that ore^ which runs in 
the direction under the river, and of very 
considerable extent : the situation was truly 
romantic, in a peaceful vale, enclosed by lofly 
boundaries, ornamented with hanging woods, 
contrasting a variety of hues, and the mean- 
dering TafFe roaring as it rolled along ii| 
agitated haste. 

The spring was formerly enclosed, and its 
original oonstruction had united considerable 
strength to a good display of masonry; but 
the irresistible force of the winter floods (for 
want of proper attention) had caused a chasm 
nearly to the bottom, and promises eventually 
to leave no vestige of a barrier sufficient to 
confine a body of water to be the least ser- 
viceable. It is reported to possess the infallible 
property of curing the most inveterate rheu^ 
matism, and innumerable cures are said to havQ 
been acquired by the efficacy of the water, 
which I heard from many people of the 
COimtry : the brightness of the day gave me 
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am opportunity of distinctly observing several 
powerful springs rising from the bottom of 
the well, at the depth of three feet, keeping 
the sand in perpetual playful motion ; and 
dften would a column of water rush with such 
considerable force as to exceed the limits of 
its surface, continuing for the space of a 
minute or two, and would return in irre- 
gular periods of three, four, and nearly five 
minutes; numerous bubbles Avere disseminating 
through the whole, and often a column of 
air would rush Avith great noise; the water 
which was escaping was very abundant, and 
had incrusted the stones it passed over to 
resemble corroded gravel ; it Avas beautifully 
transparent, much warmer than the Taffe, and 
very grateful to the palate ; it is totally un- 
heard of- in the page of history, and its virtues 
preserved only in the tradition of the countr}% 
of which numerous instances were related to 
to me of its success. I have been thu» parti* 
cular, with a hope that some gentleman versed 
in chemistry will be induced to analyse and 
elucidate its properties, as its renown might 
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stUl be rescued, by which he would meet with 
the reward of rendering a peculiar kindness to 
society, and administer a charm, equalled by 
no other gratification, of making others happy. 

While I was thus perplexing my mind to 
account for the singular and astonishing effect 
of the well, my reverie was interrupted by a 
girl, appearing about l6, supported on one side 
by a crutch, and the other by a venerable 
female friend; the girl was attired, as is usual 
in this part of the principality, in a little 
beaver hat similar to those worn by men, a 
neat plaited mob cap was tied under her chin, 
and over a blue jacket a whittle was substi- 
tuted for a cloak, and thrown gracefully over 
her shoulders; the form of her face had been 
round, but illness and a marked melancholy, 
though they had changed the form, could not 
conceal the vestiges of beauty; her manners 
were wonderfully soft, and her voice so musi- 
cally sweet, that I could not help listening 
with uncommon attention to the detail of her 
misfortunes: her aged guide expatiated on the 
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numerous cures performed by the efficacy <if 
its water, and lamented the rich did not con- 
tribute to give health and comfort to others ; 
but its dilapidated state, allowing the water of 
the river oflen to mingle with the contents of 
the well, was a circumstance of the deepest 
regret to her and the country, as by it the 
water was rendered less efficacious; ^Yes, Sir,' 
rejoined her young charge, * I should have 
* been cured before this;* and detailed her 
visitation of Providence with so simple a grace 
and earnestness, looking significantly at the 
well, that I never felt the loss of fortune so 
severely as at that moment, to reflect I was 
incapable of repairing its structure : the relation 
of her sorrow not only excited the emotions 
which had agitated her mind, to make them 
tremble in her eye but to quiver on her lips; 
this induced me to use all the rhetoric I was 
master of^ not only to dispel the cloud of 
dejection, but to impress on her mind a resto- 
ration of health as certain; it had the most 
wished-for effect, and a pleasure was moment- 
arily gathering on that face which appeared to 
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ITave been a stranger to a smile for a length 
of time ; after a lengthened attentive look on 
the weil> as if she read an assurance of my 
prediction; she raised her eyes until they met 
mine, then on the well, — then on me, — and 
thus kept alternately changing the object with 
a visible pleasure playing on her countenance. 
It now became time to depart, and again on 
assuring her of a restoration^ told her I little 
doubted, when visiting the country agaih to 
hear my wishes realised, and that perhaps, her 
children would unite in offering up their praises 
for the recovery; the very idea abridged the 
native innocence of her tongue from taking leave, 
but the conscious eloquence of her modesty 
bade me farewell, by the expression of a blush. 

The road continuing by the path of the 
canal, its placid face formed a happy contrast 
to the impetuous river which was . breaking 
over the distorted rocky impediments which 
filled its bed, and winding through the centre of 
the vale, whose boundaries were lofty, clothed 
with wood^ tastefully intersected by innumer- 

A a 
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able lines as the vernal divisions of inclosores. 
At the Bridgewater Arms I took up my 
abode, as it appeared so much the residence 
of fural nature; this house, though not fore- 
most in comforts, must have precedence for 
eggs, bacon, and civility ; the country now 
presents a different feature ; quarries of large 
fiat stones and white slate are numjerous, as 
are coal and iron works: turning down a lane 
beyond Mr. Crawshaw's new forge, the beau- 
tiful structure of Pont-y-Pridd bursts on the 
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sight, placed in such a situation as to b^ 
completely concealed until a very near approach, 
when the delight and surprize to see so light 
and beautiful a structure bending over so im- 
mense a stream, makes language too poor for 
its description ; the torrent is seen stealing from 
behind a fertile and well cultivated hill, pleas^r 
ingly diversified with wood; on the left a 
lofty hill displays mountain scenery, with thet 
summit covered with fem or russet herbage, 
except where stratas of quarry had excluded 
all vegetation, and midway down the side is a 
thick covering of trees surrounding a little cot« 
tage, and a distant view of a rich fertilized 
country peeping imder the arch, united to 
combine every thing that was pleasing; but 
with all the delight of these contrasting scenes^ 
the eye was scarcely allowed leisure to gaze by 
the elegant structpre which was striding across 
a furious stream, and never could I have been 
satisfied, nor should I have so hastily left it, had 
not the collecting water from the deluge whicll 
UM ux the course of the night, not only Hi 
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limits to my delighted fancy, but warned me 
to depart by hastily accumulating, and encircling 
the little hill I stood on. An attempt to 
describe the beauties surrounding this remark^ 
able proof of a man*s native genius, must fall 
far short of the reality, the object itself chal- 
lenging every work of the kind to surpass, or 
even to equal; the chord of it is 140 feet, 
from a diameter of 175; its height is 33, and 
notwithstanding the apparent lightness and sim- 
plicity, has hitherto braved the utmost fury of 
the ungovernable stream ever since J 756, and 
continues likely to remain as firm, so long as 
care is taken of it. Such an assemblage of 
art and nature it was difficult for me to quit, 
and shall take the opportunity of informing my 
readers, that this structure owes its rise to 
accidents, and persevering endeavours to coun- 
teract them. 

/ 
The hundreds of Miskin and Senghennyth 
contracted with William Edwards, a Welsh 
cgtaipon mason, to erect a bridge of fouf 
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arches, for which he was to have 5^500. 
and ensure its duration for seven years; this 
failed in less than two, from the furious tor- 
rent which overwhelmed it; in consequence he 
was necessitated to rebuild, according to his 
bond; his next scheme was a single arch to 
be of sufficient width to permit the free run of 
the river without impediment, and to defy any 
of the usual floods from destroying his labour: 
he met with some difficulty in gaining the 
approbation of his sureties, who conceived the 
scheme to be romantic and impracticable; however 
he g^ned his point to attempt it, and when 
nearly completed, his timber supports gave way, 
and all fell down: undaunted by this accident, 
he persevered with stronger assistances, on 
finishing a single-arched bridge, but he soon 
after found he had fresh occasion for his inven- 
tive genius, as, owing to the thinness of the 
crown of the arch, the heavy abutments forced 
it upwards, and again destroyed his perfonn- 
ance, but his merits appeared so fully to the 
IxmJ? Talbot and Windsor, tliat they generously 
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assisted his enterprising spirit in a fresh attempt 
to retain his design of a single arch» and on 
lightening the very great pressure of the abut-' 
ment by the contrivance of three tunnels on 
each side of the centre ; he fully accomplished 
his ideas, and has left to the world a specimen 
of uncommon singularity, beauty, utility, and 
solidity^ which has withstood the united force 
pf tempests, torrents, &p. fpr 46 years past, as 
a stone in the centre informs us, *' William 
Edwards, 1756/' A person of taste will be 
fascinated by the survey of it and its neigh- 
bouring scenery, and I know not that a spot 
so well chosen could be found to embellish a 
work of such a nature; the whole forming so 
grand an appearance as must be always pleasing 
^nd unceasingly gratifying. 

Pbserving a stream apparently of no incon- 
siderable consfsquence, and tributary to tha 
Tafie, I was induced to approach it, when I 
perceived a plain neat structure across the river 
^ho^da^ by two arc^es^ the banks thjckly 
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shaded with wood, and thte distant cotmtry en- 
riched with high cttltivaticm ; the iwer ^fipe^red 
to be emerging from a thick wood, and bathing 
a fisherman's cottage, ^a(ticmed in the most 
convenient inatMer for its master's avocations, 
it then became separated by rude impediments^ 
and as it approached the bridge, softened into 
rippling streams from the ridges of pebbles^ 
pursuing a rural road embowered with trees, 
through occasional openings of which the river 
would present itself, dashing and roaring over 
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mishapen rocks^ fringed with nibsses of the 

^deepest hue: at the distance of two miles 

/ Berw Rhonda appears; the cataract contracted 




by nature rushes with irresistible force> and 
forms a cascade enveloped in white foam ; the 
opposite confine of the river is an abrupt 
bank^ thickly covered with wild shrubs and 
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trees springing frofin the interstices of die rock^ 
where a seed has been by chance dropped^ and 
cherished by the soil contained in it : here I 
enjoyed some pleasant fishings though the trout 
are very small^ but from the large tablets of 
stone that had obtruded themselves into the 
stream^ gave me a fine opportunity of throw- 
ing my line with the greatest precision. 

On returning by the road I came^ a narrow 
wooden foot-bridge bestrided the enraged tor- 
rent; theagitation it was in^ and the gloominess 
of the trees that overshadowed it, filled my 
mind with a terror mingled with delight, and 
the fineness of the evening tempted me to 
sit down, when the distant murmuring of the 
cataract I had lefl, was most agreeably bar* 
monized by the softer notes of various babbling 
brooks. 

Leaving the Bridgewater Arms, continued by 
the side of the canal for about a mile and an 
half, to see the famous fall and salmon leap, 

B b 
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called Bcrvv Riske, on the Tafle, which is at the 
foot of the mountain^ seen in the view from 
Pont-y-Pridd. Pursuing a winding, treacheroos 
path, the roar not only kept measuring the dis- 
tance, but warned me what I might expect; 
but very much wjb that expectation out-done 
on . arriving at the cascade; it i« of enchanting 
beauty,. and its grand current, divided by a few 
rocky projections, made its fall more tremen- 
dous, and stunned the ear by the. peal of its 
thundering down ; from the craggy interstices 
of the bank, a few stately trees had taken 
root, whose hanging heads and extended arms 
were not only waved, but the pendant branches 
were endeavouring to soothe the angry torrent 
by sweeping its furious surface ; there were not 
any salmon attempting to stem the impetuous 
stream wMe I was there, whidi my guide 
expressed as surprising, though he acknow* 
ledged, from the fullness of the river, few 
could succeed; the fall of it was at least 15 
feet, and on a projecting fragment the fisher- 
man stands \rith a sharp hook, at the end of 
a pole, which (when the fish leaps) with great 
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dexterity he scarcely ever &ils of striking 
into H. 

Returning to the road^ the oonntry displayed 
a variety of mountain scenery, and the sm-^ 
gular effect of l6 locks of the canal rising 
above each other as a flight of steps, the 
canal passing over the impetuous river by 
means of an aqueduct, and the mill taking the 
advantage of a tributary brook, are features of 
no inconsiderable gratification: turning to the 
left, at the Quaker*s burying ground, and 
ascending the lofty eminence on the rights 
presents an exuberant mantle of wood, the 
iron dram, or raS-road, is in view, which 
extends from Merthyr to the canal navigation 
house, where it is seen' curving in obedient 
windings to the fbrmati(xi of the hills, whose 
side it is traveling by ; here I had manifest 
proof of the inventive Acuity of man, and 
persevering assiduity to . surmoimt the obstacles 
lying in the way of his pursuits; it is aston* 
ishing. tp what lengths the unceasing propen* 
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mty to acqmre facility^ to tiodertakings, be it 
in whatever profession it may, will carry the 
labours and contrivances^ and the expenditure 
6f property^ to create conveniences. Indeed 
the great spirit of enterprise seems unabated 
throughout the whole country ; nor are bounds 
set to any undertaking that appears to have 
a chance of success ; although matters to a 
common observer seem unsuitnountable in every 
'direction, difficulties are but little thought of^ 
and the strong arm of labour surmounts the 
whole : when we consider the efforts to be used, 
aiid the property expended in the construction 
of an iron rail road, for the purpose alone of 
conveying the goods from the manufactories 
to the canals or river, we are led to wonder 
that such extensive means are employed to 
apparently so little purpose, or that ever a 
remuneration could be made to either project 
tors or proprietors ; and great indeed must bo 
the quantum of matter sent forth from the 
works to enable the owners to reimburse theoQ* 
^V9s, ^d encourage such undertakings. 
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To be properly convinced of the magni^ 
ficence of these schemes^ requires personal 
observation; for description must fail of mag- 
nitude^ although prolix in the display: it will 
pot be amiss to give some idea of the per- 
formance^ which^ although I closely surveyed, 
and had described to me by parties employed 
thereon, I concdve there cannot be so correct 
an account as related by an Author*, in every 
respect qualified to gratify the most curious, 
and content the most scrupulous; and although 
the description is in reference to another place, 
and iri another county, still from the similarity 
of all works of this nature one will serve 
for the whole. I shall therefore abide by his 
words :-^ 



** A nil road is so oallt4» because it is formed bf a kind of frame 
*' with iron rails, or ban laid lengthways, end fastened or cramped bf 
^' means of cross ban ) the ground being excavated, about six foet in 
*' breadth, and two is depth, -is strewed over with broken pieces of 
'^ stone, and the frame laid down; it is composed of rails, sleepen, or 
*' cross ban and under sleepen, the rul is a bar of cast iron, four feet in 
*' length, three inches thick, and one and a half broad, its extremities 
**, we fesp^vely concave and convex, or in other wordSf aie mcvtioed 

• Mr« CoxQ. 
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^ aftd tenanted into each otbcr, and CMtened ftt the end by two voodea 
*' pegs to a cross bar called a sleeper; this sleeper yiBs oiiginaUy of ifon» 
^* but experience ba\ ing shewn that iron was liable to snap or bend, it 
** h now made of wood, which is considerably cheaper, and requites less 
** repair; under each extremity of the sleeper is a square piece of wood. 
*' called the under sleeper, to which it is attached by a peg : the frame 
** bc.ng thus laid down, and filled with stones, gi«Tel, and earth, the 
** iron rails form a ridge above the surfiue, over which the wheels of 
** the cars glide, by meaiu of iron grooved rims three inches and a half 
** broad; this is the general structure of the road when carried in a stiu^ht 
" line ; at the junction of two roads, and to faciliute the passage of two 
** cars in opposite directions, moveable rails, called tnm-raib, are occa<!> 
« sionally used, which are fastened with screws instead of npgr, «»! may 
'< be pushed side-ways. The level of the ground is tlilcen with great 
** exactness, and the declivity in general so gentle as to be almost imper- 
<* ceptible, the perpendicular fill of the ground being no more than one 
*< inch in a yard, and scarcely ever more than three ; the road sometimes 
*' conveyed in a straight Ime, sometimes winding round the sides of 
** precipices is a picturesque object, and the cars filled with coals or iron, 
** and gliding along occasionally without horses, impress the traveller who 
" is unaccustomed to such spectacles, with pleasing astonishment : the 
*' expence of forming these roads is very considerable, varying according 
'< to the nature of the ground, and the difficulty of procuring proper ina« 
^ teriab, it is seldom less than «£looo. per mile, and sometimes exceeds 
** that sum; the cars from the solidity of their structure, and the quantity 
** of iron used in the axle-tree and wheels, when loaded weigh not less 
" than three tons and a half; they are drawn by a single horse, and the 
** driver stands on a kind of foot-board behind, and can instantaneonsly 
^ stop the car by means of a lever and a drop, which falls between the 
** wheels and suspends their motion ; in places where the declivity b more 
^ rapid than usual, the horse is taken out, and4ke par impelled l«nMr4 
•* by its own welgbU" 
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This is part of a country where the spirit of 

industry seems to meet with the success it 

deserves^ and is plainly perceptible among the 

numerous iron forges^ coal mines^ &c. which 

are in establishment, and by new erections for 

the same purpose; the country now gave evi 

dences of increased and increasing population, 

by the valley being sprinkled with villages and 

ntunerouss edifices : before I reached Merthyr, 

it was no longer in repose, but all a scene of 

active employ, and often would a car emerge 

from a subterraneous wcM-ld, through a chasm 

so small as not to be observed until very near 

it, and columns of dark smoke were rising in 

every direction. 

Passing Mn Hill's works, the ear is first 
assailed by massive hammers, and the roar of 
furnaces. I soon reached Merthyr Tydfil, where 
the river appeared choaked with tlie scorias of 
ircMi ore, so baneful to fish : — with truth it 
may be said, no place in the kingdom has had 
so rapid an increase of trade and population in 
the same number of years; here were objects 
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to me new, stxiking, and in part wonderful, 
and afforded an opportunity of observing what 
the abilities of man could be master of, by the 
application of property, and by perseverance ; 
the whole district, and the neighbouring bills, 
abound with food for the employment, and 
literally give bread to thousands of artificers 
in the service of the works of Clyfartha, 
Dowlais, Hymouth, and Pen-y-Darran ; the ap- 
pearance of them create an idea of the gloomy 
mansions of Pluto's inhabitants existing amidst 
volcanoes, breathing fire and smoke, and whose 
flames serve only to add to their enjoyment 

I first visited the works of Mr. {Iumphrets, 
the civility of that gentleman not only allowed 
me the privilege of inspecting, but sent an 
intelligent person to point out the diflferent 
processes, which, did I attempt to describe 
minutely, I should only do injustice to the 
task, and betray my own inability; from the 
native advantage of the place, the ccke is 
here burned, and the iron-stone and liqie cal* 
cined, which unites by adding one-tbird of the 
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latter to two-thirds of the former; it is dien 
submitted into the fineries^ and melted into 
pigs, then to the puddling furnace^ and formed 
into lumps by ponderous hammers^ after which 
from the blooming furnace, it is, by cylinders, 
rolled into ^bars, when it again undergoes a 
process called finishing, previous to its being 
sent away; and the forming the horse-shoe 
by means of a mould, is a further proof of 
immeasurable genius. The machinery of this 
gentleman's works is put in motion principally 
by steam, and all must be acknowledged to 
be regulated with extreme order and neatness. 

I now went to the works of Mr. Crawshat, 
whose politeness and hospitality to me, did I 
forget to acknowledge, would be a lasting 
reproach, from such extreme civility offered to 
a total stranger. The works of this gentleman 
are on the like process, but on a more en* 
larged scale than the one I had just lefl^ 
employing, as I understood, of men, women, 
and children, near four thousand ; the coun^ 
tenances of those engaged about ;the furnaces^ 

c c 
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portrayed the ill effects of their dreadftil to- 
cations; and the sooty legions so disfigured by 
smoke, pictured more the looks of infemals than 
human beings. 

I can never erase from my recollection tlie 
impression caused when thd beautiful iron over- 
shot wheel came first in view; it is allowed 
to be the largest in the worlds being no less 
than 50 feet in diameter, and six in breadth ; 
the various mechanism attendant on it is beau- 
tifully connected, and seems to move with 
conscious grace; the escaping water shaded alt 
in mist by its spray, and the body having 
performed its office forms aflerward a fine 
cascade; it is called Eolas, and furnishes breath 
for four bloomeries and four fineries; the 
water which turns it is conveyed from the 
hills nearly five miles distant, across the Tafie, 
and forms a double aqueduct, elevated above 
the bed of the river 6o or 70 feet, supported 
for near 300 yards, part by stone pillars, and 
the remainder by wood and iron. The appa- 
rent lightness of the whole, contrasted with 
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the maasy boundary of the river, hm not only 
a singular, but a very interesting and p]easii||^ 
appearance. I cannot conclude ^thout saying* 
that an admirer of hun)an achievement W9ul4 
be gratified for coming from any distance t9 
visit this monumait of genius a^cted tp the 
memory of its enterprising proprietor, and n 
deserving artist : it should also be observed^ 
that the whole rests on gudgeons of 100 
tons, and that it is the constant promce of 
one man to apply sufficient grease to avoid the 
danger of iire arising from friction; and his 
peculiar situation at different times in the 
performance is remarkable. 

The different works in this place are com- 
puted to consume 245 tons of coal in a day^ 
and to complete (on an average) 253 tons of 
iron per week. It is highly advantageoua to 
some of the works that the coal, the ore> 
and lime are within 100 yards of each other; 
thus avoiding a considerable expence which is 
attached to many woiiis of similar kind in 
the country, of having some portion of their 
materials to bring from far; and to add still 
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to the convenience of Merthyr was the canal 
(I 80 long came on the borders of) con- 
structed^ and is reported to have cost the 
proprietors ^120,000. expended in order to 
convey, in conjunction with other commo- 
dities^ the produce of their labor to Cardiff 
with more ease and greater certainty for the 
shipping of various parts. 

Merthyr, situated between the hills, has a 
singular effect, if seen from any of them 
during the night, when the various fires and 
blastings from the furnaces^ with the incessant 
din of hammers, wheels, mills, and water^ adds 
to the awful effect. As to the healthfulness 
of this place, I cannot form any flattering 
conclusions, when it is considered what clouds 
of smoke arise from the works: it is suffi* 
ciendy populous to afford two market-days in 
a week, and four fairs in the year; and the 
number of inhabitants is to a certidnty more 
than 10,000; and while the contiguous parts 
are so productive as to keep the manufactories 
in employ, the place ynll rather increase than 
diminish. 
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After leaving Merthyr a few miles^ I entered 
Brecknockshire; for some distance the countiy 
was thickly strewed with rude stones that 
usurped the province of vegetation; on the 
right an upright rock towered its head into a 
cloud, when the vale through which the Tafie 
was gliding was glittering by the gilded rays of 
the sun ; the face of this terrific mass was 
bedecked with wild vegetation, flowers, and 
patches of sportive ivy; and chasms were nou- 
rishing the roots of shrubs, which appeared to 
triumph in this unmolested situation. Hie 
face of day considerably changed, and darken- 
ing clouds were gathering from every quarter; 
the atmosphere became in sable tint, and I was 
soon driven by the pitiless storm to seek shel- 
ter at the half-way house, a very humble pile 
indeed, and appearing to be raised for the 
residence of undisturbed solitude; but the study 
to please made me forget that any thing 
beyond common comforts were superfluous: 
neither the good old woman or her handimdd 
could speak English, nor I the dialect of their 
country; however with various actions of dumb 
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dirar, I had all my wants supplied: on the 
storm being appeased^ and the fiice of heaven 
resuming its wonted serenity, pursued my jour- 
ney; the country now became poor in trees, 
and the steep barren mountains were spotted 
with sheep picking a scanty subsistence; the 
sides of this range of lofty hills were grooved 
by the power of winter torrents, whose numer- 
ous tributary streams account for the hasty rise 
of the river ; here passing over a small bridge, 
I tock leave of the river which had been wy 
companion for upwards of 40 miles, no long^ of 
consequence to set limits to my admiration, but 
dwindled into a trifling brook only a few feet 
wide, and retiring to the right, is lost among. 
the mountains where it receives its origin. 

I had scarcely left my late companion, when 
I became interested in observing the sources of 
the river Tarrant : small bubbling springs wi^^ 
scarcely strength to run were rising by the side 
of the road, but the numerous assemblagie of 
them rapidly increased in size, and the mOtfS" 
(ains assumed the same appearance of being 
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worn by winter torrents. I could not but 
observe and admire the attention that is here 
paid to keep the mile stones regular and 
perfectly intelli^ble; a circumstance which 
is disgracefully neglected in many parts of 
England. The Tarrant had now enlarged itsdf 
\q a considerable stream^ and assisted to 
embellish the country^ which became mwe 
and more improving in beauty the nearer I 
approached to Brecon; on reaching the bridge, 
the venerable castle presents itself^ at whose 
feet the transparent Usk was rolling; the 




196 

town is of considerable size, and replete with 
conveniencies of every description^ most agree- 
ably situated on an eminence, which gives it 
an advantage for pleasing scenery to be 6b* 
served from most parts of it ; this has been 
important ground for many ages, and has 
af!brded its share in the pleasures and toils of 
different parties. Its various ruins, of as various 
iSuildings, are monuments of its original con- 
sequence, and frequent sufferings; it is now 
large and populous, and not unhandsome ; has 
three principal streets, and among them several 
houses more elegant than is usual in such 
distant towns. The remains of the priory 
exhibit a considerable share of old gothic 
workmanship, and the church belonging to 
It still appropriated for public worship ; its 
situation is somewhat gloomy, but the con- 
sideration of its original purpose and present 
employment rather adds a solemnity to it than 
detracts. 

In the neighbourhood are the remains of 
the castlcj which has, as usual^ been the 
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contested object and refuge of various parties ; 
but its greatest peculiarity is on account of 
the settlement between the duke of Bucking- 
ham and the bishop of Ely, for the resto- 
, ration of the Lancastrian line to the throne of 
England, which was here successfully managed^ 
and in the end completed; but it should have 
been previously observed, that the bishop was 
a prisoner of the duke*8 at the time of the 
scheme originating. The history of this place 
can be brought into a small compass in respect 
of events, of which I shall not be prolix. Of 
the early date of Brecknock it is related^ that 

The men of Brecknock are said to have 
slain Ithol, the 53d king of Gwent, in 846. 

After the Danes were defeated by Alfred, 
they passed the Severn and spoiled Breck- 
nock in 896. 

Bernard de Newmarch took possession of the 
province of Brecknock afler a conquest^ which 

D d 
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he was permitted to achieve after the success 
of Fitzhamon^ and the death of Rhys-ap- 
Tewdor, in the time of Henry I. he is sap- 
posed to have founded the castle. 

When William de Bruce was lord of Breck- 
nock, his uncle, Henry of Hereford, was 
murdered by some chieftains of Gwent, in the 
reign of Henry II ; and in retaliation for the 
deed, William gave an invitation to Seisyllt- 
ap-Dyfhwall, his son Geoffiy, and others, to 
Abergavenny as to an entertainment, but in 
the mean time had the house of Sdsyllt 
burnt, his son ( an infant ) killed in the 
presence of the mother, whom he had also 
conveyed to his castle. 

Trahem the little, a chieft^n of Brecknock, 
was assassinated by William de Bruce, a Nor- 
man lord, in the reign of Richard I. 

Brecknock was besieged in the reign of 
Heniy III. by Llewellyn, anno 121 6: but it 



I 
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was afterwards raised, and mutual compromises 
made by the parties. (Fide page 127). 

Llewellyn having ignominiously put to death 
William de Bruce, then lord of Brecknock, 
Henry of England summoned Llewellyn to 
appear before him, but he not complying, and 
acting with hostility, the king sent governors 
into Wales, and treated the Welsh with some 
cruelty, under the plea of conquest in 1231 ; 
Llewellyn on this made himself (among others) 
master c^ Brecknock fortress. 

The country between Brecknock and Here^ 
ford was greatly devastated by the contending 
parties of the king and the earl of Leicester^ 
in conjunction with Llewellyn. It may be bene 
observed, that in the succeeding reign of £d« 
ward, Llewellyn lost all powar excepting by 
favor of the king, and was afterwards slain at 
Bualth, from which time the principality became 
affixed to England's crown ; but those parts 
which constituted the strength of the place and 



200 

McUrity to th« towii^ Bxt now m dilapidated, 
that we may, 

** Dtep tmick trith awe, now rauk the dome o*ertbiOfm» 
«« Where once the beauty bloomed, the warrior thonc ; 
«< And see the cattle's mouldering towcis decayed, 
** The loofe stoike tottering o*er the trembling- shade." 

The castle is Separated from the town hy 
the rirer Taird, over which there is a narrow 
bridge. At the east end of the town is the 
college, which had originally been a Dominican 
priory, but converted by Henry VIIL who stiled 
it " the college of Christchurch, Brecknock/ 
having added to it the college of Abei^u, it 
remains at this time, consisting of the bishop 
of St. David, as dean, a precentor, treasurer^ 
chancellor, and nineteen prebendaries; three of 
the bishops were buried here, viz. Mainwaring, 
Lucy, and Bull ; the walks are wonderfully 
pleasant, and shew that the monks were pretty 
well acqumnted with the benefit of pleasant 
circumstances to enliven their hours of recre- 
s^tion ; the river close by can scarcely be seeoi 
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but its murmuring course may be very dis« 
tinctly heard^ and its romantic scenery affords 
an agreeable resort for the present inhabitants 
of the town. 

The church is an handsome edifice in the 
form of a cross, has side ailes in the body, 
but none in the chancel, and the cloisters 
may still be seen, which originally joined it 
to the priory: the inhabitants are numerous^ 
and the many respectable edifices bespeak its 
prosperity, and I should deserve to be branded 
with ingratitude did I n^lect to ofier my 
thanks to the Rev. Richard Davis, chief 
magistrate of the place, not only for his hos« 
pitality, but trouble in pointing out any thing 
worthy of attention. No sooner had I left 
Brecon, but the scenes became enriched with 
every object that can diversify landscape in 
the most picturesque eflfect, and all the pro- 
ductions of the earth were embdlishiug the 
vale in abundant fertility, beautifully intersected 
by vernal enclosures, tinged with all the 
colours roost grateful to the sight, and flourish*^ 
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ing from the industrious attention paid to 
agriculture : through this smiling plain the 
meandering Usk winds its rippling face in every 
&ntastic curvature^ and finely contrasting the 
regular and glassy surface of the canal^ which 
appears sullen by the conscious superiority of 
the celebrated river; on each side the banks 
rise with graceful ascent^ and break into a 
rich jM'ospect of ornamented and cultivated 
nature^ spotted with numerous small residences 
seated on its bosom; the valley is spaciouSj 
and receives an additional grace by being 
sprindded with edifices all arrayed in white; 
picturing the sweet blessings of content, pre- 
senting a most garnished view, arrayed in the 
gay attire of nature, and making it impossible 
to do justice to such scenery by any attempt 
of mine in description; when I considered 
the amazing product likely to be obtained, 
I could not but recollect with pleasure, the 
following energetic lines on the security 
this kingdom enjoys, in respect to the pro- 
perty of indhnduals, in every station of their 
occupations* 
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** Oh happy plains^ remote from war's alarms, 

'< And all the ravages of hoctile arms ! 

" And happy shepherds, who, secnre from fear, 

** On open downs, preserve your fleecy care! 

** Where spacious bams groan with increasing stoic, 

** And whirling flails disjoint the cracking floor, 

« No barbarous soldier, bent on cruel spoils 

«< Spreads desolation o'er your fertile sml; 

'< No trampling steed lays waste the ripening grain, 

" No crackling fires devour the promised gain: 

** No flaming beacons cast their blaze a&r, 

** The dreadful signal of invasive war ; 

" No trumpet's clangor wounds the mother's ear, 

«« And calls the lover from his swooning fiur. 

** The happy fields, unknown to noise and strife, 

*' The kind rewarders of industrious life." 

Near the fifth mile stone on the left, by 
the road side, is a venerable monument o£ an- 
tiquity, which is nearly involved in obscurity; 
it is of a cylindrical form, about five feet high, 
on which the traces of a few Roman letters 
still remain, though time has bestowed much 
pmns to destroy its dumb eloquence; it is 
by some supposed to be a sepulchral pilltf: 
Camden takes notice of it, and describes the 
characters to have been N ■ filius Vic- 

torini, and bishop Gibson likewise mentions 
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the stone, but no certainty, from either 
them or the stone itself, can now be bad, 
and it is with some difficulty that VICTOR 
can be * clearly distinguished, so all conjec- 
ture for what purpose or by whom erected 
must be superfluous ; of its imtiquity alone 
we can be certain, but the great destroyer 
of all will perhaps soon erase every mark 
now remaining^ and consign the whole to 
oblivion. 

The nearer approaches of the road became 
more wooded, but not less agreeable, and 
while the eye was viewing such a series of 
delights from the prospects, the fragrant flow- 
ers of the entwining honeysuckle, were filling 
the air with the sweetness of its perfume, to 
add to the gratification of another sense; to 
the right is the house of Mr. Wyknis, cal- 
led Buckland; on the left the ride received 
no inconsiderable ornament from a vast sheet 
of water, called Lan-gos-pool : near the ele- 
venth mile stone the remain of a castellated 
object, called Tretwr, hands itsdf to notioe by 
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peeping abov6 numerous trees in the midst of 
a small village ; it does not appear a very 
ancient structure^ but the nearer I approached^ 
the more my attention was demanded; not 
only by the elegance of its tower^ but the 
yellow tint left from the pencil of corroding 
time; nothing remained but the ruined circu- 
lar shelly and a few vestiges of ancient modes 
of defence which once enclosed it, were partly 
hidden from the eye by a luxuriant mantle of 
ivy, while another was in a declining postwe. 
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not sa much from the decay of time^ as from 
the wanton barbarity of the incurious. Ne- 
glected pile r scarce any lustory to record, or 
tradition to relate that thou once hadst famef 
but surely disgrace bad not blotted out tliy 
name^ as being one of those links not forged 
for the strength of the country, but as a chain 
to bind the liberty of the subject in the cru- 
elty of feudal times, a shackle to fetter nature 
and curb its freedom f There is but one cir- 
cumstance which I could find relating to it; 
that is, during Glendwr'^s rebellion,. Henry IV. 
confided it to James Berkley, from which we 
may conclude the structure owes its demolition 
to that chief. Of the village, there is nothing 
else of consequence to detain a traydler. 

Continuing onwards, every step affords a 
various prospect rendered beautiful by change, 
and more delightful by variety; yet, paradox- 
ical as it may seem, it is still a sameness, 
but that sameness, from its incessant loveliness, 
not only animates the eye, but enlivens the 
mind ; the mansion^ the village, the cottage. 
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Were sprinkled an the confines of the stream^ 
nil tinted in white, as emblematical of internal 
neatness, and I could not help infringing on 
a commandment by coveting the lowly roof 
of one of the latter, but not without wishing 
the present proprietor was benefited by the 
loss of it. There is one peculiarly attractive^ 
being the re^dence of Admiral 6£ll (and I 
must beg leave to adopt the sentiments flowing 
fi-om the elegant pen of Mr. Skrine), *^ dis* 
" tinguished for the beauty of its position, the 
^^ singularity of its structure, and the eccentric 
*^ benevolence of its worthy owner, who, retired 
^^ with well earned fame from the active duties 
^^ of his profession, here gladdens the heart of 
*^ the villager by his liberality, and is justly 
^* esteemed by the whole country.'* 

Opposite to the lasti-mentioned place, by 
the road side, and one mile distant, stands a 
cromlech, an immense flat stone, supported 
by four others, supposed to have been dedi* 
cated to, and employed in the rites of Drui^ 
dical religion, a record of savage barbarity 
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where haman sacrifices are said to have been 
ofiered to their deities; and when I reflected 
that this might have been stained by their 
horrid rites of superstition^ as the blood of 
men was considered more acceptable than that 
of animals^ perhaps it might have been reeking 
with human gore^ I could not resist pitying^ 
their barbarous zeal as considering it a sanction 
whereby every species of vice was washed away. 

I now entered Crick-howell, or as others 
stile it Crug-hywel, and found it a neat though 
small town, situated near the Usk, over which 
there is a bridge of fourteen arches; the 
inhabitants boast of the salubrity of this situ- 
ation/ and informed me they were frequently 
resorted to by numerous visitoips, for the 
benefit of pure air and assistance of goat's 
milk whey ; they appear to enjoy of the 
necessaries and comfort? of life a very consi-- 
derable share; and as far as I was concerned 
in acquiring, found as reasonable as most 
parts of this country ; and the habitations fdtCh 
gether were veiy respectable* 
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At a little distance from the extremity of 
the town, and rather out of the road, are the 
remains of an ancient castle, called by some 




Alisby castle, but from its present appearance 
scarce any regular information can be gained, 
but is now interesting only as 



-Time*s {[radual touch 



f* has mouldered into beauty many a tower, 

*^ which, when it frowned with 9f\ its biatleinents» 

f* was only terrible." 

and instead of the shew of defence, now pre- 
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sents a few unprotected walls interspersed with 
ivy. In Glendwr*s rebellion^ the king of En- 
gland entrusted this castle to John Pouncefort; 
the keep is somewhat in the manner of Cardiff^ 
mounted on an artificial eminence, but divested 
of all security to itself or surrounding remnants^ 
which appear to be subjected to the use of the 
neighbouring people, for constructing or repairing 
their dwellings ; in all probability, this castle was 
destroyed by Glendwr, and never after rebuilt. 

On the mountain called Camo, but a 
small distance from hence, was fought the 
battle between Ethelbald and the force of Gla- 
morgan in 728, but the contest was not ended 
by the particular success of either party ; the 
appearance of the country resembled what I 
have before observed, and continued in the 
same species of scenery, changing every mo- 
ment into some new beauties, and every instant 
disclosing the profuse gifts of nature tceming^ 
with fertility, and every house and person 
avowing the enjoyment of content and happi^ 
ness; and 
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" The lucid Usk the CDamouicd eyt punoc* 

*' along the expanse, the undulating line 

*' that nature loves, whether with gentle bend 

*' she slopes the vale, or lifts Che gradual hill, 

** winds the free rivulet, or down the hsnk 

*' spreads the wild wood's luxuriant youths or break* 

** with interrupting heights the even bound 

** of the otttttretch'd boricoo* 

« ^ gradual up the height 

** of the roygh hills, ascending Ceres leads 

** the patient step of labour ; the wide heath, 

** where once the nibbling iloek scant herbage crope, 

** waves ia the bieese, with golden haircrts crown'd ! 



Near the summit of the grassy hills 
observed small white hillocks^ where I was 
informed lime-kilns had formerly been; and 
when all the stone well within thdr reach 
had been esJiausted^ the stractores were re- 
moved into more convenient situations^ and 
are supposed to be the remains of labor two 
centuries past* 

I now entered Abergavenny, a town of 
much respectability, considerable in size, replete 
with all conveniences, and a thoroughfare to 
an extensive part of Wales and northern 
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counties. It has the character of gaining cele- 
brity from the resort of many persons, as well 
of fashion as invalids for the purpose, with 
which «most follow the custom to other places 
of annual migration, health, variety, and recre- 
ation : at the same time it is to be considered, 
there are not the usual appendages here, as at 
many others, of minerals or bathing waters; 
but if rural retirements are sufficiently attrac- 
tive, and the mind can be satisfied with the 
scenery and peculiarities of a hilly or moun- 
tainous situation, I confess it is a place in 
most respects applicable, and as reasonable in 
the articles of food and convenience as any I 
am acquainted with. It boasts of age, and in 
conjunction with others, has borne numberless 
vicissitudes; it stands on a gentle ri^ng ground 
at the foot of the Deny, and watered by the 
sinuous and limpid Usk, over which is a fine 
bridge of fifteen arches. It is stated to have 
been once a corporated town, and considerable 
in population; it is well peopled, although 
several branches of trade have of late years 
been lost; and is a ;^all tra^ in fiannds 
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and shoes, which are sent to Bristol for ex- 
portation still remains* 

When William III. acquired the government 
of this realm, Abergavenny is said to have 
been rather agmnst it, and in consequence 
they lost their charter; but the neighbouring 
iron*works in some measure are banning to 
bring this place ipto more importance than it 
has for many years experienced; and the sur- 
rounding eminences seem to promise a long 
and great supply of ore to continue the 
concerns, of which these are the principal ; 
viz. Blanaevon, Beaufort, Serhowy, and Elber- 
Vale, and the numerous streams descending 
from the hills are calculated to encourage any 
establishment which requires the aid of water. 

The town was once walled, and had a 
castle of considerable size, most delightfully 
situated on an eminence which commands the 
town, and contributes to the pleasure of an 
extensive prospect: the ruins may no«7 be a 
guide to a great share of truth in ascertaining 



•. 
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^the original form and extent; and tliough not 
nearly so much surrounded by wood^ or its 
wall so profusely covered by the clinging ivy, 
as many relics of other fortrefses are, yet it 
is an interesting subject for observations and 
contemplation^ now mouldering and presenting 
to the view the fate of former grandeur and 
security ; erected by Hameline de Baladun^ one 
of the Norman adventurers, who acquired 
Abergavenny (the ancient Gobannium of the 
Romans) by conquest, and endeavoured to give 
it an appearanct of a permanent settlement. 
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In 1177 tibe castle was chosen by William 
de Bruoe, (a lord of Brteknock)^ for the 
<lu{dlicity of entertaining Seisyllt^ «4ulfit De 
Bruce burnt the house of his guest, muniered 
itis infant son, and confined the vnfey in reta- 
liation for the assassination of Bruce's unde ; 
for this the castle was afterwards stormed, 
and the governor, his wife, and garrison, with 
4he fortress, destroyed ; and De Bruce narrowly 
^escaped. 

In 1202, when Dewelljni ^ve a blow to 
the independence of Wales by swearing fealty 
to the English, and submitting the territory 
to feudal principles, some occasion of jealousy 
occurred, and expeditions against Wdes were 
the consequence, wheti Bruce obtained Aber* 
gavenny. 

When Henry IV. headed an army in the 
north during Glendwr*s rebellion, among other 
castles confided to persons of fidelity in the 
marches, fee. we find Abergavenny was entrusted 
to Sir William Beauchamp. 
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The castle and lordship were enjoyed by 
his son Richard, but he dying in consequence 
of a wound in 1420, the castle and lordship 
became the right (as settled by a will of 
Sir William*s, on failure of issuQ male by his 
son) of Richard, earl of Warwick, the £ivo- 
rite of Henry V. afterwards his son Henry 
succeeded and had additional honours ^Ven 
him, by being created duke of Warwick, with 
privilege to wear a golden coronet; he did 
not enjoy them long, for dying in the 22<l 
year of his age, tl^e possession fell to 

Richard Nevill, brother to the late duke. 

The duke of Garence was the next posses* 
8or of the castle, and on his attainder it was 
taken to by 

Richard III. — at his death it was restored to 

The widow of the earl of Warwidt, who iix 
a short time was compelled to surrender it by 
deed to 
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Henry VII. who granted it to 

The earl of Pembroke^ created duke of Bed- 
ford; from him it reverted to the crown.— 
Heniy VIII. restored it to the heirs of its old 
possessors^ the Nevills; which afterwards cre- 
ated some dispute to whom Jt should of right 
belong, as the family were divided, and the 
barony of Le Despenser belonged equally to 
them ; this was decided by granting the barony 
of Abergavainy to the male, and Le Despenser 
to the female branch, but precedence to the 
latter; and by lineal descent, the present earl is 
the possessor. 

This castle has the same privily as Arun* 
del, that of jiving the dignity of baron to its 
possessor, exclusively of any other creation. 

I am not certain of the time or cause which 
reduced the pile to ruins, but conceive it i& 
not improbable that Glendwr's rebellion was 
the original means of its destruction, for it is 
well known that bold chief seldom spared any 
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edifice which lay in the way of his designs, 
or afforded protection to his opponents; and 
those which escaped or had repaired injuries 
from him, met (with very few exceptions) a 
final overthrow from the rage and barbarity of 
Oliver Cromprdl. 

Many years ago tiiis town had three chun^ies; 
of which, one only, called St. Mary*s, is now 
appropriated for the service in Engli^; tfais 
was once attached to the priory founded by 
jHameline de Barimm (or Baladun) for black 
Monks of the French order;* in it are 
many curious monuments of antiquity, and of 
noble and ancient families ; but to enumerate 
them or to give des<^ption, would not be 
very interesting, and the guide will fully ex- 
plain them :• — ^Another church is in being, but 
very decayed, and is solely used by the Welsh. 
The traveller who has time, and widhes to 
have a distant and luxuriant display of nature^ 
will be amply compensated by ascending eithtf 
Df the eminen^^es of the Blorenge, Great Sk^^ 

^Caaidpq* 
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rid^ or the Sugar-loaf; the latter is the highest^ 
being 1852 feet above the mouth of the 
Gavenny which discharges its waters into the 
Usk, a short distance from the town ; neither 
of them are so far situated as to be fatiguing 
in the journey^ or difficult to accomplish. 

Leanng Abergavenny you keep by the side 
of the ground belonging to the park of Sir 
Hanbury Williams, where fine groves of 
trees were fancifully dispersed, and the place 
receiving every charm fiom the improving hand 
of art; but the mouldering pillars at the 
entrance gate spread a gloom over the mind, 
as representing mutes mournfully lamenting a 
fallen state: behind it the Little Skyrrid rears 
its variegated head, embellished with every 
feature that can tend to delight, and perhaps 
exhibiting the finest specimen of adorned na- 
ture by tufted shrubs and a luxuriancy of 
fertility. The vale became more expanded and 
variegated by the fantastic Usk, which was 
not only abundant in water, but limpid and 
refreshing. Fancy had stretched forth her hand^ 
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and ooitibined all the beauties of art tastefully 
strewed on those of nature; and beautiful as 
the whole of the ride had been from Brecon, 
it was here out-done^ all her store having been 
exhausted in presenting an expanse of the 
most pleasing intermingled beauties. Never did 
I see a country more designed for happiness^ 
or formed to smile misfortunes away ; and with 
a neat residence just large enough to hold 
one who could felicitate in the surrounding 
beauties, it would appear a terrestrial paradise. 

At the fifth mile stone on the right is the 
seat of the Rev. Dr. Hooper, with every 
suitable and interesting embellishment: on the 

left is the neat cottage of Green^ Esq. 

B^ond it a plantation of firs by the road 
side bespoke the approach to a mansion of 
elegance, the entrance to which was through 
a light arch of gothic architecture^ tastefully 
embellished. Clytha the seat of W. Jokes, 
Esq. here presents itsdf, adorned with eveiy 
appendage that opulence could, furnish; 1^* 
menting to find its possessor from home> 0/ 
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whom I wished to have requested a sight of 
the castle, (whose top is only seen from 
the house> being excluded by embowering trees^) 
a respectable person bdonging to the establish* 
ment not only assured me permission, but re» 
quested to be my attendant : through a beautifiii 
pleasure-ground the path is laid out with much 
taste and judgment, not only to render the 
ascent as easy as possible by its gentle curvatures^ 
but grateful by the perfiime of fragrant shrubs 
planted by its side; seats were stationed in 
different situations, and openings cut to catch 
pleanng views, and every fimcy which genius 
could bestow had been applied, to render it 
a peculiar charm to the eye, and artfully to 
conceal the castle from view^ tiU its nearest 
approach. 

The structure is gothic, in a beautifUi stile 
of architecture, situated on the summit of a 
hill, which displays a feature of landscape, com* 
manding attention and admiration, fomicd for 
intellectual and serene enjoyment, eontempla* 
tion, and pensivenessi, with such charms as only 

G s 
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to be outshone by the elegance of its internal 
decorations; the views from it are exquisitely 
beautifol^ and the distant hills formed an am- 
phitheatre attired in asure mist. The residence 
of Dr. Hooper^ is from hence peculiarly at- 
tractive^ and the grounds in its rear are so 
tastefully displayed^ that they would not allow 
of any further capability of improvement. On 
descending the hill my well-informed attendant 
not only requested me to rest myself at the 
mansbn^ but partake of refreshment, and urged 
me with so much warmth, that it spoke the 
wishes of his own feeling^, and the innate hos 
pitality of the generous possessor of Qytha, 
that, I could scarcely resist accepting it: re- 
ceiving such peculiar attention from a total 
stranger, filled me with sensations of surprize, 
but when I reflected it proceeded from the 
characteristic hospitality of the country, makes 
language become too feeble to express my 
thanks; nor could I leave a place at which 
such marked attention was shewn, without se- 
cretly enjoying a peculiar satisfaction, although 
unable sufficiently to express my sense of it. 
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On the left is Lanarth, whose possessor is nearly 
allied by the ties of blood to Clytha; and indeed 
it likewise bespoke its kindred by a resemblance 
in elegance. 

On reaching the summit of the hill^ I could 
not resist casting a look back on the parts I 
had left; the view, though changed^ had ac- 
quired (if possible) additional beauties; a more 
extensive sight of the meandering Usk was 
adding graces to the upper part of the vale^ by 
its capricious and fantastic form; looking down 
the vale it seemed to take its farewell^ and 
dignifiedly retired^ gli<ling behind a fertilized 
hill peculiar in richness^ and diversified with 
every thing that scenery admits. 

** Here lawns extend that tcom Arcadian pride, 

** And brighter streams than tam'd Hydaspis, glide | ' 

** Here all around the gentlest breezes plaf, 

** Here gentlest music melts on every spray: 

'' Creation's mildest charms are here combined ; 

<< Extremes are only in the Tiewer's mind." 

Leaving the direct road to Monmouth^ which 
breaks off to the left^ kept to the right to 
visit Ragland, whose ivy*d walls presenting ^try 
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f^qi^able tiiit^ soon appeared in view^ and made 
WM pause with admiratioD; and its bold appear^ 
ance wumed my imagination with the most 
lively impressions of delight by its exten^e 
and ponderous remains^ which seemed to 
resemble the work of supernatural agency. 

{Uglandy to a stranger on his journey^ ^PP^'* 
Mntly is qa low ground, but an inspection of 
^ mins is sufficient to do away any such 
idsa; it will be found in reality an elevated 
^•ee, and commanding an eatent of view 
truly surprising, and as agreeable as they am 
divisrsified: indeed, as I ei^pected no such 
gmtifiedttoiif it was the worn pleasing, and finom 
this trifling matter I had additicmal regret that 
so noble an edifice should have met such ^n 
undeserved fate. The vast grandeur of the 
original building, and most of the appendages, 
may be easQy conceived, although the means 
of entertainment are no mores the venerable 
relics can now only aid the reflective min4 to 
the distress occasioned by warfare, and height- 
9ne4 Qn U)9 9oii6)deratipn of having been im- 
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farued in brother*s blood: of all commotions 
to which the fate of nations is liable^ not 
the least horrid is that of civil tumult; its 
rancour scarcely ever smoothed^ but by the 
destruction of the oppo^te, and the spoil of 
every thing which had been owned by the vic- 
tim to its security; nor were the ei^cesses 
committed on the more peaceful, less destructive 
than the savage demolition of rage and bar- 
barity, stimulated from revenge ; of defence 
and slaughter. This place is one among the 
numerous proofs of the devastating principle of 
stormy faction^ and exhibits proud remnants of 
popularity and firm attachment to an honest 
cause. In surveying the extent of the ruins, 
and the numerous cx>mmunication8 from one 
part to another^ we must naturally be surprised 
at the infinitude of labor exerted to form it ; 
and we are also led to conjecture that our 
ancestors had a greater knowledge of binding 
their materials together to withstand decay, and 
prove a greater difiiculty for man to disjoin, 
than the present age is master of: I could 
nQt but oUerve this was in ^ great nieasure 
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the case here^ as at Caerphilly, that to the 
strength of the cement we are beholden for the 
remains of the mansion ; for the extreme diffi- 
culty of separating the stones from it, presences 
the compacted masses from the pilfering hand 
which would long since have destroyed them; 
and not improbably as well from destructive 
inclinations, as to be subservient for their 
purposes of building or repairing their several 
dwellings. 

The date of founding this building cannot 
be with certainty stated, and though it is said 
to be of no great antiquity, yet I presume 
this arises from the many modem ornaments 
discoverable in various parts of its ruins ; my 
opinion is that a baronial residence had been 
long established here, enlarged upon, and con- 
structed as circumstances required, and the owner 
found suitable. It has been said that it had 
its origin in the reign of Henry VII. but this 
most assuredly is an error, since we can find 
in history that even in the reign of Henry II. 
a period previous of 330 years, the castle and 
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manor of Ragland was given to Walter Bloet,* 
afterwards confirmed to Sir James Berkl^, who 
married Bloet^s daughter; but in a pedigree of 
the Beaufort family^ inserted at length by Mr. 
Coxe^ it begins in the reign of Richard II. 
and continues in direct order to the present 
hdr ; both these circumstances therefore clearly 
demonstrate an early origin of the building ; 
of the occasion of its downfall, it had scarce 
need^ be said, that it was in the unhappy time 
of Charles I. but for an explicit account there- 
of, and many curious particulars relating to the 
family, with a description of its ancient apart- 
ments, I must recommend the traveller to a 
small but sufficiently explicit tract, compiled 
and published by Mr. Heath, of Monmouth, 
and which may also be had in the village ; suf- 
fice it therefore to say, that these magnificent 
ruins are entitled to the honour of bring one 
of the last fortresses which held out in favour 
of Charles I. and to be more highly considered 
of when it is known not to have heen a castle 
in the strict sense of the word, but as a noble 

• Dugdalc. 
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baronial residence strengthened and defended 
for the purpose of loyally giving refuge to an 
unfortunate sovereign^ and bearing thd troubles 
consequent thereon ; of the nmutficence or 
magnificence of its dignified owner it wouM 
be scarcely believed^ were it not well atte^ed 
on the historic page, and however utifpfto* 
nate it toded still .redounds to credit^ and an 
honcMirable testiiriony of toyalty, bravery , aiid 
perseverance; Md tt must be satisfactory to 
relate^ that in order to perpetus(te titte events 
of those days, and contribute to the preser- 
vation of these venerable remains, the present 
proprietor has strictly enjoined a forbearance to 
plunder, or otherwise deface them. 

Those who feel an innate pleasure in being 
amongst ruins, and recapitulating in their mind 
the numerous vicissitudes to which it might 
have been liable, will here find ample en- 
couragement to their reveries. The sublime 
appearance of the ivy-mantled walls, the beauti- 
ful south entrance, and stately . chambers, are 
truly in a state sufficiently adverting to the 
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rapine of men^ arid bIow but sare efibrts of 
coiToditig time. This jdace lias something 
beyond many other buildings of the nature to 
occupy our attention by the records of itg 
destnictioh^ having been : 60 carefulty preserved, 
and the epoch riot so distant; but (in .ns 
tnanner) we may Teceive information iromthe 
relatives of the party who^ in some shape of 
other^ 'were employed >in the bnsmess; under 
thjBse circmnBtanceS' Bagland ^l stand foremost 

Hb 
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as a t)lace worthy the curiosity of travellers, 
and will afford a fund for observation^ both 
pleasant and striking. The reverence due to 
such a pile will arise not only from the situ- 
ation in which it now appears with all the 
characters of splendour, which e'en the destroy- 
ing hand of time will give ; but from the part 
it has borne in a scene of incessant turbulence 
and general confusion; nor can the accidents 
of warfare deprive it of the glory it undoubt- 
edly has acquired from the defence of its noble 
and generous commander. Nature, ever busy, 
has long and unceasingly been at work, and 
decorated the remains with a profusion and 
variety of elegancies; trees of almost every 
sort, and shrubs of numerous kinds, have been, 
and are still growing in the vacancies where 
splendid hospitality once reigned; and its once 
beautiful and well levelled terraces no longer 
to be seen, by all the soil generating luxuriant 
weeds; here the feathered tribes are now 
the inhabitants of places in which the trans- 
actions of a kingdom have been canvassed^ and 
estimated accordingly. 
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*■ O.thoo» who mid the world-ixtT«lvin^ j;)$K>m». , 

" Sitt'st OQ yon spUtury spire ; 

*< Or slowly sbak'st the soundings dome, 

*** Or bcarCst -^it wildly warbling 'lyre | 

'* S«,j» whc9 thy, musing. sooly 

" Bids distant times imroll> 

** And marks the flight of each revolving yetf^— 

<** Of years, whose slow oonsuming power* 

" Has clad with moss yon leaning/tower* 

" That saw the race of glory run, 

** That mark'd ambition's setting sun, 

** That shook old empire's tow'ring pride, 

** That swept them down the floating tide ; , 

** Say, when these long-unfolding scenes appear, 

** Streams down thyhoaty chads •;the pity-dartifig tear ?** - 

Three, miles beyond Rag^aod QQ.thc^. rights 
is Pyna&tow courts which has had:.8oinewhaJ;vtO 
do in the early concerns; of the countrys.ibf 
1 find it mentioned, as bdmg the place: to whidli 
the enraged party (aftec: the st^rjxm^:Q£, Ahee# 
gavenny was. Qon^lvKled) came and made^va^gene^ 
nd carnage^ of which Ranulph the Governor^ 
and other active, de&ndersj fell . the: victims. 
This could not h^ve heea a .fortcess .of conaeis 
qu^ce at my tinae, ;vrere we to Judg^^irottr 
a^pjearanpe^- nor. is: it likely to have, beea 
othenvioe^.than ^^manin^faouac; erecfecdaiibritte 
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lumbering stile of the times^ though it is 
stated as a castle on the decapitation of the 
earl of Pembroke^ anno 1469^ among the places 
he died possessed of; it came afterwards into 
the fiunily of Jones^ from whom it was 
purchased by Mr. Duberly, and is now the 
re^dence of Samuel Bosanquet, Esq; of 
London. 

At the end of three miles further I entered 
Monmouth^ after passing a scope of that elegant 
scenery peculiar to South Wales, of which 
I know not whether to admire most the 
difierent gradations of light and shade, or 
brilliant or gloomy rays of the sun; all had 
their charms, all had their effect, and in 
every intuation and character portrayed inces- 
sant elegancies and gratifying assemblage. 

Monmouth, situated on the rivers Monnow 
and Wye, presents to the traveller a variety of 
pleasing and animating landscapes, placed nearly 
central among a number of eminences. There 
is scarce any spot from which the town does 
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not appear to advantage; and where beauty 
is deficient^ singularity is prominent; the two 
bridges so different in construction^ form a 
contrast as pleasing as diverafied^ and the one 
that bestrides the former^ hands itself to par- 
ticular notice by the venerable gateway that is 
seated on it ; its high antiquity is very evident^ 
and the era of its construction prior to the 
conquest. It is to be regretted that the nu- 
merous specimens of our forefathers* labour, 
should be conddered so disgustful to the mo* 
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d^n^'Cye^-aml ccmdeniQed-tO'beno mor^ thtf 
bod in^oednie' to repr^ent this ^i-eiinaeB^ of 
their* care^* to*- jMneserve* it -in the meroocy ' of 
ther curiovei" . Tfiisi'' •e}egai»t;dppeei«Dce'^t)f' tbe 
td^wg^r*^^ en4 » spiro -of • the chiiirch> with the' rich* 
ness^ of \th&' < woods ^ rising oirer < eaeh- other frotn 
the" sA^e^^ meaodtdng « » streams^ give ' sueh an 
eflbct to^^thtt soeney aa^at onee^to -captivate the 
hearty and-' dispose^ (bo contemplative mind' to 
inmtterable^ er^ejnienti - The - town * ia* governed 
bjr* a major and'- two bailiflSy-imddr a= chafftcf 
derived from Edward VL in the year 1549, 
and sends a member to parliament in conjunc- 
tion with the burgesses of Newport and Usk. 
There is a free school in the place^ founded 
by William Jones, who had been a haber- 
dasher in London, and one among the for- 
tunate number who from obscurity rose to 
opulence and respectability ; the master has a 
house, and 90I. per year; the usher a house 
and 45I. per year. ' There are also alms- 
houses for twenty persons, each of whom has 
3s. 6d. per week ; and the clergyman, for offi- 
ciating, inspecting, &c. has a house and garden 
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and 1051. per yeiar : vfhiea we consider the 
value of money at the time of its foundation^ 
which was in the reign of James L it will 
speak the generosity and liberality of the 
endower. ■ ^ 

On the banks of the Monnow^ and near 
the bridge, is the very ancient church dedi- 
cated to St. Thomas ; almost all the features of 
the building indicate that its original foundation 
was in the Saxon aera, and from time to time 
intermixed with the stile of such ages as were 
engaged in its reparation ; it is now a chapel 
of ease to St. Mary, (the other church,) and 
Tuesdays are appointed for the service. The 
town is independent of the county, but in the 
jurisdiction of the duchy of Lancaster; was 
ori^nally walled round, and had four gates; 
there was likewise a suburb (in the latter of 
which was St. Thomas before*mentioned,) and 
excepting on the river side, was surrounded by 
a ^tch of considerable depth. Camden says, 
" the town was of much importance at the 
*' time of the conquest," previous to which it 
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fo'BupfM^sed the casde was T^foonded^ which no 
dcniht nmi tbe'readence of the lord 6f those 
parts; (sdme are mdiaed' to think it' was much 
later in its foundation and name;) John^ lord 
of Monmouth^ who was deposed (for adhering 
to the rebellious barons) by Henry III. How- 
Cfver c6nsequential it might formerly have been, 
lOid^aj^ffopriated fo'miKtary or benevctent pur- 
jx>ses;:^e a very tiifling remnant is^left; and 
one imoBg :a huiltitude' to silently admonish ns 
of the r^ntile 'endeavour to rear' edifices to 
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withstand the corroding influence of insadate 
time, or remain unmantled by the caprice of 
man; vague and indeterminate must be any 
elaborate attempt to describe an account of its 
original plan and apartments, as the various 
attacks it has borne, and the decay of the 
remainder leave nothing to entitle us to success*^ 
The first particular account of consequence 
relating to it is to be found <luring the reign 
of Henry III. who having a dispute with his 
barons, several of them joined in alliance with 
Uewellyn, the nominal prince of Wales; the 
Welsh, headed by the earl of Pembroke, sur* 
prized the English army at Grosmont, and 
defeated them, • but neglected to profit in a 
proper manner by destroying its castle; and 
leaving , it, went on with the army to Mon- 
mouth : but while the earl was Avith his knights 
reconnoitring this castle, the commander, Bald- 
win de Guisnes, sallied out with the Flemings and 
Poicterians, and charged them with such fury 
as had nearly proved fatal to . the earl, and 
was only prevented by Baldwin being badly 
wounded, which retarded his exertions and caused 

li 



238 

confusion ; so that the army of his antagonist 
had time to arrive to their leader^s relief. Hen- 
ly on the whole was no great gainer by his 
efforts to control the Cambrians, for Pemh-oke 
and Llewellyn carried devastation every where 
with tiiem, and procured favorable conditions 
on a peace : in this reign 

John de Monmouth was proprietor of the 
castle^ who resigned it to 

Edward, prince of Wales ; on his surrender 
it was granted to his brother, 

Edmund) Earl of Lancaster; from whom it 
descended to his son, 

Henry III ; who dying in 1345, his son 
Henry, created 

Ihjke of Lancaster, succeeded ; who left 
two daughters, Maud and Blanch ; the former 
dying, the property devolved on Blanch, who 
married 
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John of Gaunt^ who of course enjoyed the 
castle^ and made it his &vourite residence ;. 
as did also his son who became king of En- 
gland, by the title of 

Henry IV. whose son, 

Henry V. was bom here August 9, 1387, 
and sumamed, in consequence, of Monmouth ; 
from him 

Henry VL but on his att^dnder 

Edward IV. had it, and granted it withia 
five years to 

William Herbert, created earl of Pembroke ; 
but it again reverted to the crown, and became 
the prop^y of 

Henry VII. as a parcel of the dudiy of 
Lancaster; but on the sq)aration of several 
estates from the duchy the property has since 
become divided^ and the castle has been in the 
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fieaufbrt family for many years^ and the pre- 
sent duke is the proprieton 

At this castle the unfortunate Edward II« 
Was confined^ previous to his removal to Ken* 
nilworth hy his infamous queen, anno 1320. 

In 1646 it was taken by Oliver Cromwell's 
forces, but treachery had a considerable share 
in the business; and it is related that when 
Oliver himself oune afterwards to Monmouth, 
a man by the name of Evans attempted to 
shoot him, but was prevented by persons near. 
All its high honours are now buried in the 
dust, and going as rapidly to oblivion as is 
its otice celebrated castle, of which so trifling 
a portion remains, as leaves no traces to know 
its original design ; the transmutations of time 
are visible here in the present mode of em-* 
plo}dng scites, anciently famous for purposes 
widely different; all hastening to the same 
situation with which s6 many similar edifices 
in the principality aHe found* 



** And e'ei» so fittct it with the things of emh 
<< which seem most constant: there will come the doud 
*' that shall enfold them up, and leave their place 
'*' a seat for emptiness." 

William de Monemuc or Monmouth, id 
said to have brought over a convent of Black 
Monks from St. Florence, near Salmod in 
Anjou, and placed them first in the church 
of St. Cadoc, near the Castle, and afterwards 
in the church of St. Mary;* at the suppres* 
sion by Henry VIII. it was valued at 66L 
Is. lid. per annum. There was an hospital of 
the Holy Trinity, founded by John Monconuc, 
in 1240, and also one to St. John. The church 
stands on the ground where once the priory 
stood, and is peculiarly neat and degant, both 
within and without; and the spire which i$ 
200 feet in height, renders it a conspicuous 
object from whichever point it is viewed, 
among the surrounding enclosures; on the 
whole, this town is an agreeable plac6, de« 
lightfully situated between the rivers Monnow 
and Wye, and contiguous to the Trothy : 
ever all three there are bridges, and the envk 

«D. WilUamb 
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rons are o&lebrated fiur and near for sylvan 
scenes and diversified beauty; the inhabitants 
are numerous and exceedingly respectabtej have 
various modes of entertainment^ and socia- 
bility is a just characteristic of the place. 
Surrounded in eveiy direction by the seats of 
the opulent^ and the residences of the hospi- 
table^ altogether it is a desirable situation^ and 
suitable to eveyy rank in life. 

Crossing the bridge which bestrides the river 
Wye, a lofty bank presents itself, vari^ated 
with fine coppice wood and smiling agriculture^ 
small enclosures, and the occupation of humble 
industry, with a laige uncultivated tract vege* 
tating only furze, interrupted by huge masses 
of rocks on the summit of this hill is a 
summer-house called thq KynUn, which, for 
variety of boautifijd prospects, is said to be 
rivalled by few ainl out-done by none, forming 
a Panorama of upwards of an hundred miles 
in extent; the ascent to it has had an infinity 
of p^ns bestowed to render it^ by its windings, 
as gentle as pos^ble; there is an excellent road 
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for the convieiucnce of carriages^ with everf 
accommodating attention of seats^ placed not 
only to allay the fatigue of foot "visitors^ but 
to present some delightful feature of landscape; 
the summer-house is a circular embattled tower 
of two stories; in the upper apartment is every 
suitable appendage to render it commodious: 
parties either bring thdr cold collations^ or 
drink tea, where proper regulations are made 
for the comfort of the visitors, and a small 
gratuity to a neat woman, to make it corres- 
pond with herself 

At the distance of sixty yards from the 
summer-hou^, is a nrtional monument dedi- 
cated to fame, ornamented with medallions of 
several distinguished naval commanders, and 
emblematical decorations of those safeguards 
which are the pride and boast of every Eng* 
lishman; and at the opposite extremity of 
the level is the Beaulieu grove, intersected with 
numerous shaded walks. I shdl forbear enu« 
merating a description of the views,* as they 
are accurately and pleasingly detailed by Mr. 
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C. Hbath^ printer, at Monmouth. The day 
on which I made this visit was brilliantly fine, 
and the azure canopy added to the tints which 
were decking with all the graces, undulating 
groves with that congenial softness peculiar to 
a country abounding in a sublimity of views ; 
and the silvery stream of the Monnow was 
uniting with the Wye, winding through daks 
beautifully interlined, and hills cloathed with 
various, foliage; entering the grove, the traces 
of the paths were bending in innumerable and 
fanciful formSj with openings cut to unfold 
glimpses of delight to the eye. 

After wandering over its mazy windings 
refreshed by the cooling breezes of the shade, 
at the extent of one of the most remote 
walks^ a well-dressed female was sitting in a 
place which seemed formed for love and 
contemplation; I was hastily approaching her 
with those respectful rules due to her sex, to 
share the pleasure of the scenery, and partici^ 
pate in the grandeur of the subject surrounding 
the empire of nature i but what a chill did 
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ray feelings suffer^ to see her agitated by a 
secret inquietude^ and rising m\h an evident 
wish to avoid me^ (marked with a dignity 
which npt only demands respect^ but sets 
limits to a love of propriety;) it bade me retire : 
but a few steps had scarcely been measured for 
that purpose^ ere I felt a blush come across my 
ch/eek^ as a tint of reproach for seeing a woman 
in affliction^ without attempting to mitigate 
her distress; on this I approachedj apologising 
for intruding on her solitude^ an4 assured her 
it proceeded from the tumult of my feelings^ 
causing such a conflict to learn the cause of 
her dgectbn, knowing well how to feel for the 
sorrows of others; whether my looks were writ- 
ten in the characters of the sincerity of my 
hearty I know pot; but her animated fears fled^ 
wd serenity kept wandering over a beautiful 
&ce^ where the bloom of the rose had yielded 
to the delicacy of the lily. I soon found myself 
imperceptibly seated by her side, her hand en- 
closed in mine^ and^ stimulated by sympathy^ 
urging a recital of her woes by every powerfiil 
effort of langu^ I was master of; a tear stood 

Kk 
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trembling in her eye, as the herald of her sor- 
rows, which she at length deUuled with so &s- 
cinating a voice, that made the heart run a 
considerable risk while listening to her; here I 
must forbear, lest it may betray a confidence 
reposed in me, but did I arraign my heart to 
enquire what gave it most pleasure, it would 
declare being instrumental in restoring happiness 
to neglected virtue: having seen her to her resi- 
dence, with a parting tribute, (as a harmless 
mode of wiping sorrow away) bade her adieu, 
being repaid by the gratification of my feelings. 

On leaving Monmouth, I was desirous of 
walking by the banks of the Wye to Tintem, 
hearing I should be amply rewarded by the 
enjoyment of delightful scenery; having sent 
my horse round, passed over the Wye bridge, 
,and pursued a rural foot-path turning by the 
course of the river, which soon brought me 
opposite Troy-House, a venerable seat of the 
Duke of Bbaufobt ; its structure is not re- 
maxkable for elegance, and only claims notice 
from the number of its windows, convincing it 
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\ras long previous to the comforts for light 
bdng rendered contributory to additional re- 
sources of national revenue; the bed of the 
river was crossed by parallel ridges of rock 
varying the capricious course of the stream, 
and serving only to make it murmur dis- 
content : the meadows I was passing were well 
tenanted by the lively flock and lowing herd, 
giving animation and a valuable interest to the 
scenes around : the vale soon became con- 
tracted, the Wye occupying nearly the whole 
space, and opening a fresh scene of pleasure ; 
on one side sofl verdure enamelled with flowers 
fertilizing the edge of the banks, and intermixed 
with the lordly tenantry of stately trees ; the 
other also in foliated attire to the confines of 
the stream, presenting vernal tints of light and 
shade, not within the Kmits of fancy to con- 
ceive. Such repose seemed to reign here as 
could not fail to waft the imagination from the 
low materials of modem gratification to soar to 
ideal enjoyments beyond the reach of terrestrial 
action. A few cottages were peeping from the 
side pf the foot-path, and with th^ rustling of 
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leaves, the singing of birds, and murmuring of 
the stream, filled up this romantic and 80Ot\mig 
picture. I could not resist looking back on a 
view blended with variety ; and the lofty s|nre 
of Monmouth church gredtly elevated above 
the river's boundary backed by a distant range 
of mountains, the fore-ground beautifully deco- 
rated by a stately tree standing on tlie margin 
of the winding stream, offered a pleasing shade, 
and disposed the mind for powerful impres^ns 
of solitude. 

On looking down the river beheld a con- 
trast, the busy scene of Redbrook; here active 
industry exerts her 'efKM*ts, and though essentia} 
m itself, and productive of Wedth, mfiuence, 
and consequence, yet can only be thought 
(while viewed in such an enlai^ed situation) to 
be rather an unwelcome intruder: the bustie 
of the iron-works, from thfe labourers employed 
in their different avocations, the vale filled with 
columns of dark smoke, and the silence inter- 
rupted by the noise of massive hammers eclK)ing 
from the opposite shore, obliterates every plea- 
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Sttrable idea resulting from sequestered spdts: 
beyond it are Lower Redbrook's tin works dl in 
gloom^ and a mournful picture of misfortune; 
on enquiHng a reason for the stagnation^ heard it 
was in litigation^ the very name made n feeling 
sigh escape, and lost no time in casting a look 
on the opposite object which was a steep ascent, 
variegated with wild rocks, stone quarries, and 
irregularities, backed and hooded with lively 
foliation; the vale became increased, and thd 
hills pleasingly tufted with numerous trees, to 
screen the neglected house of Hlson^ was the 
attempt of some, whose roof now appearing to 
be humbled to a small farm, the fate of many 
a manor-house, where bounty was> it is drudgery 
tiow, and carries still the vestiges of former na- 
tional hospitality. Beyond and on the opposite 
shoi^ t& seated Bix Weir, the mansion of Gene* 
ral RodKB, M. P. for Monmouth, a descendant 
from the gallant admiral of that naitie> to whom 
^ are indebted for the possession of Gibraltar: 
I felt a double interest in beholding it, first as 
it was the residence of him who had been the 
companion and isharer of perils with my own 



250 

father^ secondly as a character distinguished by 
universal regard^ and where merit had reached 
the summit of its profession ; adorned with ta- 
lents as a commander^ he possessed the art of 
exercising his authority, by acquiring the thanks 
of the solcUers and the praises of the citizens, 
while at Bristol, where he long resided as com- 
mander of the Severn district, he received a testi- 
mony of approbation by solid and valuable proofe. 
The scenery about it affords every enjoyment 
of delight fancy can devise, commanding all that 
is pleasing, and all that is grand, with the variety 
of ornamented views for which the river is cele- 
brated; the hills luxuriantly mantled with wood, 
with the castle and village of St. Briavd^s 
served as a crown to dignify the whole: the 
diversified tinges of autumnal effect^ give a pe- 
culiar beauty to these romantic views, and we 
regret not the fading hue, whilst it contributes to 
embellish nature : the occasional openings display 
considerable elegance, though seldom to a great 
extent, but the adornings of the country are 
but trivial in comparison to the wide, rough 
grandeur which frequently exposes itself amidst 
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the wooded acclivities. I had now been some 
time betwixt two lofty ridges abundantly clothed 
with tufted trees, reflecting on each other 
additional interchanges of inexhaustible beauty, 
and heightened by the transparent stream re- 
flecting the bounds which confined its course: 
frequently I was amused by the dexterity of 
those flshermen who used the coride, a some- 
what singular appearance, and apparently preg- 
nant Avith danger; the vehicle is calculated for 
only one man, who sits in the middle with a 
careful attention to the balance; it is formed 
of light ribs, secured by pitched canvas, and 
managed by a paddle ; and certainly requires no 
small share of caution to conduct it with 
precision and safety, and I presume no timi- 
dity must be thought on to encourage any 
one to the attempt. 

On leaving Bix Weir the path led rather 
up the hill, consequently the view became 
enlarged, and displayed a novel and singular 
scene of a village rising as it were gradually 
to the skies, with patches of inclosure,* and 
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ftpple-tx«ei intermixed; the acclivity appeared 
wholly covered in this surprising way^ and 
Landego is certainly a .remarkable scene 
^mong the multitude on this charming river; 
wood and a scanty covering of fern over the 
6tony face^ was enclosed by a lofty bank^ rising 
in cjescent form ; the side of the river now be- 
came very lofty, beautifully romantic, and more 
foliated^ its bi:ush-wood sweeping the hanging 
clouds as they passed along; the card of the 
i)irds gave a continued concert, and made na- 
ture appear to speak with unnumbered tongues, 
that I could not resist creating a few respon- 
ses to the plaintive notes of my fl^te ; iiivited 
by the cooling :shade of an orchard by the 
side of the stream, I neglected to turn off 
at Brook Wdr, in the regular path to Tin- 
tern, and I believe rather unwilling to leave 
the sweet windings of the transparent Wy^, 
soon found myself beset on one side by an 
almost impenetrable wood, and on the other 
rude atones, seadered slippery from the mud 
(left by jhigh tides) totally unmarked by mortal 
footst^ : persisting over (his slippery and trea- 
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cherous path^ in momentary expectation of a 
cooling in the Wye^ at length was amply 
rewarded by the unparalleled views of Tintem's 
noble ruins^ forming a splendid object of ad^ 




miraUon and elegance of structure to a degree 
of perfection^ far exceeding any thing of the 
kind I ever sawj ornamented y^ih shrubs^ aiid 
tinted in colours peculiarly pleasing to age. 



After applying to Mr. Gbthin^ of the 
Beaufort Arms^ ^who keeps the key) I hast- 
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cned ta thb gcmA and intamdng ilm c t nre ^ 
wHh a mind fitted with extreme d^ht, nor 
was it beieft of the l^hest gratificatkm on 
Miol^g fiht west front; a atately^-wiiidow 




with all Its dinsions complete^ was serving as 
coiidiictora to tram tile ivy in die most dressy 
fcm^ wbSb iDtenticea weif festering odier 
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small shrubs^ and making the wondering eye 
almost transport the imagination; but my plea- 
sure received a distressing interruption from 
the number of beggars who flock rounds and 
I must acknowledge, the little given never went 
with so ill a grace, as I am almost ashamed 
to say, it was not so much from a charitable 
view, as to be disencumbered from their intru- 
sion on my contemplation; never can I erase 
from remembrance the sensation I felt on be- 
holding the interior of the abbey, on tl^ 
opening of the western door, and how very 
far my expectation was exceeded; I felt lost 
by the elegance of the ruins in their peaceful 
sequestered spot, ornamented by the wonderful 
and bounteous hand of nature; it was truly 
picturesque, and kept in a state of perfection, 
equalled by no other desolated pile ; a level, 
close shorn, grassy surface was giving neatness 
to the whole, and serving as a safeguard to the 
peaceful remains of those it was sheltering : no 
vestige of its roof was remaining ; its walls richly 
ornamented with shrubs, and wreathing ivy 
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han^ng in graceful garlands; on the southern 
side a massive breadth was spreading from the 
top to the bottom in the most fanciful ring- 
lets ; and the pillars and arches displaying 
much gothic elegance, adorned by creeping 
and small foliage: can I forget the east winr 
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dow? no— never ! — ^and perhaps such a specU 
men of exquisite workmanship the world never 
exhibited as this^ when perfect^ still so beauteous 
now in decay ; it has amazing power to fascinate 
the senses^ but must to a certainty preclude a 
true conception of its original ; the remaining 
crentre bar is perfect, which when seen at a 
distance appears singularly taper, but on ap- 
proaching is found of such a thickness as to 
create surprise at the deception; through this 
arch the richly clothed hill is strikingly grand, 
and gives a noble effect to the internal parts 
of the pile ; but here my pen, conscious of 
its inability, drops from my hand; I take the 
hint, and resign the task to those gifted with 
the powers of fascinating language to do it 
justice; the day was most favorable to my 
visit here, and I felt exhilarated by being 
screened from the effects of the sun, but 
the feathered creation enjoyed its blessing, and 
were chaunting their praise : never was a situ- 
ation so placed for religious retirement, and in 
every respect so suitable for the purposes of 
^he fabric, and we may imagine the monks of 
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Tintern to express themselveB in terras ^nular 
to tboie Qt the plaintive bard: 

*' Oh sacred iDlitude ! di? ine letresu ! 
" Choice of the prudent! envy of the peatt 
«' By tby pore itieainy or on thy waving shade, 
" W« court has wisdom, that celestial maid : 
** The gennine oftpring of her lov*d embrace, 
*' (Strangers on caith,) are innocence and peaee : 
*< Here from th^ ways of men laid safe ashore, 
** We smile to hear the distant tempest roar ; 
« Here blest with heakh, with business unperplez*d, 
*' This life we idish, and ensure the next." 

Although the roof has f^len in, the interior 
of the building may be very well conceived : 
the arches and pillars of the choir are no\;^ 
standings with only the marks of age and deco- 
rations of nature; and where some of the 
columns have tumbled, the corresponding still 
stand, so that a person need be at no loss for 
the form or ornament of the structure; the 
shape of the west window is yet entire, and 
most part of the 6:ame work remains, nor will 
any hesitation ensue to pronounce the taste 
and beauty to have been extremely judicious 
and grand ; the ' fond ivy' clings to the bars, and 
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&e skies are enwn^t in the dosest iki8niia% 
tia]r> nearly the whole of this beaatodos feKc 
is, more or less, covered by masses uncom- 
monly large of the feithful attendant cm age 
and decay ; an indistinct echo^ produoed by 
the Wye breaking over protuberances of rock 
which interrupt the stream, made me ftel a 
pleasure in sitting unseen, and enjoying the 
pleasing pensive ideas whtch crouded on the 
mind, by viewing the objects around, where 

*« Au(ii8t tad houff tt*er tHe sioidiii; date» 

*' Hm gocbic abbey r«a its aealptufd toivesi ; 

** Dull through the pile resounds the whistling gale^ 

^ And solitude among the pillan low'rs. 

•* Where yon old* tiecs bcml Vcf n phot oC gmo^ 

** And »le«a&.ftbad« the mill's sad remyias, 

*< Where yon close lYy through the window wavcs^ 

** Andy twining rounds the hoaiy arch sustains.** 

The guide who ieittends the viffltors, geacrally 
presents them with the ibUowing account of it 
Ibr th^ perusal :—^ Tlus abbey, d^dkfited to 
' God and the virgin Mary, was fbunded aboQt 
^ the year 1131 by Walter Fitz-Richard de Clara, 
^ lord of Caerwent and Monmouthshire. Rlphard 
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^ de Clare^ surtiamed Strongbow^ nephew to the 
^ founder^ gave divers lands sind privileges to the 
^ abbot and monks hereof, who were of the Cis- 

* tercian order, obliging them to pray for thdr 
' souls, and those of his and his wife*s ancestors. 

* Roger de Bigot, earl of Norfolk, added to these 

* benefactions. It has been famous for the tombs 

* and monuments of several great persons ; prin- 
i cipally of the aforesaid Walter de Clare; Gilbert 

* earl of Pembroke, brother to the founder ; 

* Walter earl of Pembroke, and Marshal of Eng- 

* land; and his brother Anselm, last earl of that 
^ family; William Herbert, earl of Pembroke, 

* who being in the disputes between the houses 

* of York and Lancaster, was taken prisoner in 
^ Banbury fight, and being beheaded, lies buried 
'here: 

The above, though a short history, is nearly 
all that can with certainty be obtained; this, 
like many other places, having had its archives 
lost or destroyed: in all likelihood a valuable 
account of it shared the fate of the Ragland 
libwy in Cromwell's devastation ; ^ its length is 
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^75 yards, the breadth of the body 13 yards 
' and a half, of the north' aisle 6, and the south 
^ aisle 6 ;* on the whole, the visitor will find 
abundant gratification in viewing the magnifi- 
cent pile, and cannot fail of receiving strong 
impressions of sorrow to witness the decay of 
the superb structure, the mutilated figures and 
monumental records scarce perceivable from the 
general mass ; the united effects of nature and 
art give great scope to the flights of fancy, 
though propriety is no where to be unobserved, 
unless the circumstance of the smooth surface 
we tread on, should be thought an improper 
appendage to the surrounding walls ; setting this 
aside, nature has made it her own, and works 
incessantly with her curious hand to heighten 
veneration; all its adornments are wonderfully 
attractive, and when glowing in the colour of a 
setting sun there are but few to equal it, none 
to exceed; and we may gaze with increasing 
admiration and delight: so charming are the 
surrounding scenes as to leave nothing to be 
wished for by a contemplative mind, and all 
contribute to inspire the soul with serious 

Mm 
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thoughts, divested of the cafes of the-4ictive 
world, and foregoing with its toils all its diffi- 
culties; amidst this desolated heap the memory 
adverts to previous eras, and pictures the fel- 
lowship of the religious within these walls, who 
to regular attendance on their profession added 
hospitality to the wandering, and the virtue of 
the sage to the familiarity of the generous : to 
the frivolous or gay the austerities of a monastic 
life must appear with great severity, and truly 
it required considerable resolution to adhere to 
principles with such apparent strictness; how far 
there was any inconsistent behaviour I am not 
enabled to say, but judging from the rules and 
habits which they bound themselves to con- 
tinue in the practice of, and the known advan- 
tages of which the neighbourhood of monasteries 
reaped the benefit ; one cannot but admire their 
institution, nor rashly condemn the whole for 
the bad conduct of the few; the Cistertian 
order, of which Tintem was an establishment, 
had the following routine : their dress — ^ a white 
^ cassock with a narrow scapulary, and over that 
^ a black gown when they went abroad, but a 
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* white one when they went to church; to rise 
^ at midnight to go to matins, which continued 
^ two hours and a half, after which retire to 
' rest for an hour or two, then rise again to 
^ meditate, and sing what they call prime, then 
' work in the garden for two hours more, then 
^ sing terce and high mass, then dinner, after 
^ which was half an hour recreation : during the 

* rest of the day they had three separate times 
^ for church, to sing vespers, nones, and com- 

* pKne ; thus they could seldom or never have 

* three quarters of an hour to themselves ;' 
such being the case, we cannot be surprised at 
their choosing a place in profound retirement, 
uninterrupted by the confusion and turbulence, 
inseparable from towns or large associations. 
Nothing could be more suitable for monastic 
duties than this spot, where all nature assisted 
to inspire them, and so congenial to their 
desires. 

<* So to the dark brow'd wood, or sacred mounts 
** In ancient days, the holy seers retired; 
" And, led in vision, drank at Siloe's fount, 
><f WhiU rising ecstaciea their bosoms fired.'* 
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III the neighbourhood of this monastic edi* 
fice, and but a short distance, is the manu* 
factory for making wire, and well worth a 
stranger's trouble to visit, who has not already 
seen such a process ; the wonderful increase of 
iron works in this and the adjoining counties 
reflects great honour on the undertakers and 
improvers of the art, and the different purposes 
to \yhich that pliable and useful metal is appro- 
priated are innumerable. One of the essential 
matters is here exhibited, and carried on vrith 
considerable spirit and ingenuity; from the pre- 
sent mechanical mode of conducting it, not 
only a much larger quantity can be done in a 
given time, but the labour of the man is con- 
siderably eased, and the facility with which the 
art is conducted is amu3ing and gratifying ; 
indeed, to the contrivances of men of genius 
by inventing and aiding the powers of mechan- 
ism, is to be attributed the surprising growth 
of trade to which the kingdom has arrived, and 
the superiority of the commodities for regula- 
rity, beauty, goodness, and cheapness, so as to 
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become in quality and materials the admiration 
of every nation: to describe with accuracy the 
system of the performance here under consider- 
ation is beyond my power^ but no denial is 
given to persons desirous of viewing the whole 
performance from the thick iron bar to the 
finest vrire; and the expedition used in the 
various dq)artments^ is not the least curious. 
A party of ladies having come by water from 
Chepstow^ obligingly offered me a seat in the 
boat on their return to that place; and my 
deficiency of description of the Wye's romantic 
banks must be allowable, when my attention 
was devoted not only to the charms of their 
persons^ but by the attractive powers of their 
minds. I had hitherto been rambling amidst 
agreeable scenes, and charmed by the company 
of pellucid streams, it now became eminences 
clothed with wood from the base to the surp* 
mit; and in parts where pasture was predomi- 
nant, crowded by the woolly tribe and lowing 
kine; then my ideas were pleased on viewing 
the perfections of nature^ and the elegance of 
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"art^ at such times as I was offered the sight 
of a mansion; pleasing impressions were grafted 
on my mind^ heightened by the frequent glooms 
which overspread, when enclosed between the 
high and waving hills ; but from Tintem new 
objects presented themselves, and all the grand^ 
all the awful, were multiplying on my astonished 
senses. My language can but ill describe the 
sublimity apparent in every sinuous course of 
the river, and the * rude rough grandeur,' so 
conspicuous ; the variety of their forms imagi- 
nation can easily assimilate to ruins, castles, 
walls, &c; and where the rock is hidden, it is 
by the luxuriant covering of a beauteous vege- 
tation; ledges apparently of trifling width were 
decorated by trees of such a size as to create 
no small surprise from whence nourishment could 
be procured to their wandering roots. Nature 
seemed here to put the flnishing hand to her 
works, and convince the boasting pride of man 
how much superior she shines in her display : 
such an assemblage of scenery in all the charms 
of splendor made ample amends for the disco- 
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louring effect of the tide on Wye's pure stream ; 
nor did the dignity of the towering, abrupt 
precipice, suffer from the intrusion of Severn's 
rolling current : all assaults bafHing, what could 
equal the sight ? nothing of art ; for though ia 
several parts the view was bounded, and some- 
times abruptly, still the next turn presented 
additional matters for observation and admiration, 
and the whole course of this enchanting river 
seemed to me as nature's Lyceum to exhibit 
her beauties, capriciousness, and sublimity ; every 
object apparently assuming a new shape, a new 
complexion, with every variation of the sun, 
whose splendid effects in some places were re- 
flected with such power that the gazer could not 
immediately distinguish the object. 

I could not think of leaving this country 
without visiting Piercefield, or having it said I 
passed down the Wye and neglected that famed 
feature of the stream; after having rode to Wynd 
Cliff, at the extremity of the pleasure-grounds^ I 
sent back my horse ; the day was uncommonly 
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calm^ and all nature was gilded by the radiance of 
the sun, glittering on a variety of unbounded 
objects, and arrayed in her gaudiest dress : 
looking np, the meandering river was separa- 
ting declivities clothed with hanging woods from 
the top to the bottom, and abrupt masses of 
towering rock bedecked with ornamenting vege- 
tation ; beneath, the Wye was circumscribing a 
large tract of beautiful meadows and tastefully 
laid-out encloures, re^mbling in form a horse- 
shoe : the view down the stream was embellished 
by thick wood, though broken in parts ; and 
through these openings bold upright excrescences 
of rock were seen, (called, from their number, the 
Twdve Apostles and St. Peter's Thumb;) this is 
a remarkable scene, and the abruptness of their 
appearance is peculiarly pleasing ; indeed, there is 
no end to the fimcies of nature, and where she is 
not really useful, she is diverting. From one 
view we perceive the Wye as five distinct bodies 
of water ; one is bathing the rock on which 
Chepstow castle is seated; and the rest are 
obstructed from the sight, as one whole, by 
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intervening lofty cliffs or bold heights clothed 
with a profusion of luxuriant wood; passing 
Chepstow, it is seen in serpentine windings until 
it reaches the rapid Severn, and unites to separate 
the adorned hills of Gloucestershire and Somer- 
setshire. A great part pf Wiltshire serves to 
form a distant view, observable and pleasing. 
Here is such an assemblage of beauty and variety, 
that there is no fixing the attention to one par- 
ticular spot for any length of time, but attractions 

Nn 
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elsewhere, and of equal claim to notice, will most 
assuredly force themselves on you. 

After having atternptedn drawing of this in- 
chanting "vj^;. I so6n Tottf^.how driS^erit it 
was }n p^tur^sque effect; "from my ;;tbo; great 
elevation above the objects; aiAl,^'di^uttfe^^i*t& 
my performance, shut' my *b6bk, ove!*whe|m^ 
by a cloud of delightful melancholy, xvfildi -was" 
pleasingly dispeflfed by the unexpected^ a|)peBTance 
of some gentlemen' to whonV I was known/' \vlk> 
had come hrthfei^ M^h^ the Kke^infcHitfCihv of per- 
ambulating the walks. At their request I joined 
the party, attended by a person with a bugle horn ; 
this was an unlooked-for addition^ nor did I ever 
hear the effect of soiHid so long in its decrease, 
and from other situations reverberating in such 
numerous repUes from rock to rock, fading and 
softening to the low^ whisper. The walks are 
cut on the brinks of tiie cliff, forming the most 
delightful labyrinths, with alcoves and numerous 
resting places, eacH unfolding an infiDity of rich 
scope, and imbibing the perfmning fragrance from 
rich vales below, wlulc waving w^oods^ broad 
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tiiiite-faced rocks, and fnountaiA-top3, with 
streams and villages, are all one scene of mag- 
nificence and delight* All this owes its origin, 
as an improved place, to Valentine Morris, who 
inherited it as a paternal estate; and 1752 may 
be dated as the era when the peculiar beauties of 
the place became attractive, from his taste and 
industry : although the place was inhabited for 
200 years previous, yet its elegance and advan- 
tages were not perceived, or, if known, not 
attended to. Pity must cast a covering over the 
blemishes of its worthy introducer, and the 
affection of all ranks value the name of the 
man, and the humanity of his heart. This place 
is now the property of W. Wells, Esq. who is 
making considerable additions to the mansion; 
and, no doubt, will render these scenes as 
interesting as any of the numerous princely 
abodes for which this kingdom is famous. 

I now returned to Chepstow, which is advan- 
tageously situated for navigation and trade, being 
only a little more than two miles from the Sevem 
Sea or Bristol Channel ; and the several vessels 



afloat ^fA Qfi the stocks warrant the idea of 
considerable traffic being carried on. Leland 
seems inclined to think that the place has arisen 
from Caerwent : his words are, " A great lykely- 
^' hood ys, that when Carguent began to decay, 
" then began Chepstow to flourish, for }^ stand- 
*^ eth far better, as upon Wy there ebbing and 
** flowing by the rage coming out of Severn, so 
^^ that to Chepstow may cum greate sheppes.** 
The name implies a Saxon origin, and undoubt* 
edly this town has been used as a navigable depot 
from their time : it is now in a flourishing state, 
and has a trade to Norway, Russia, and Oporto ; 
it is certainly advantageous in one respect, which 
is, the depth of the river, capable of floating 
ships of 700 tons burthen ; and its contiguity to 
Bristol may be one, and the chief, reason of its 
not having a greater share of importation. It 
sends large quantities of limber to the royal 
dock-yards, and also iron, bark, cyder, &c. 
to foreign ports, A vessel regularly sails for 
Bristol every Tuesday, and returns on Thursday 
or Friday. The bridge which connects this place 
with the opposite shore, is of timber : one half 
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supported by stone piers, Ae other by woodein 
but in the centre a large one of stone separates 
the two counties, and each side repairs its own ; 
the construction is similar to that at Caerleon^ 
and on passing over it at low water, the effect is 
truly tremendous from the great depth to the 
river. The present church stands on the scite 
of an old priory, of which the edifice is now a 
part : the curious will find great delight firom 
the west door, exhibiting such a fine specimen of 
Saxon workmanship, arid indeed, the whole struc- 
ture is an elegant piece ; but the principal matter 
to excite attention in Chepstow, is the remains 
of its castle, of which, though a large part has 
^llen to decay, or been appropriated to other 
uses, yet a large portion, tolerably well taken care 
of, still remains : having shared with its brethren 
the troubles of all the broils this country has 
undergone, we cannot be surprised at the variety 
of forms, ornaments, and architecture, which 
it exhibits, every possessor adding or altering, as 
fancy or circumstances suited : its gateway -has 
a venerable appearance, and perhaps is the most 
perfect of the whole pile ; it is seated on a high 
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and perpendicular rock^ commanding the river, 
and overlooking a large tract of country^ from 
whence it seems impregnable^ and assumes a 
dignity in consequence. 

** High cm the rock (which casts a dark'ning shade 

** Around the ciaggy hank) the castle rears 
** Its cramhling turrets : still its towering head 
, ** A warlike mien« a sullen grandeur bears.*' 

Few places have been more the subject of 
controversy than Chepstow Castle, as to its 
original name; and considerable pains on both 
sides have been bestowed to substantiate the 
argument ; some calling it Strigul, others Chep- 
stow. There is not far off a ruin of a castle, 
bearing the name of Strigul, but whether, on the 
forsaking of that in early days, this assumed the 
appellation, is hard to determine. The Norman 
seems to have taken care of the pile, and with 
the usual decorations did not neglect conveni- 
ence; the apartments were numerous, and of 
considerable size, and the whole strongly defended 
by the accustomed mode of the time ; the walls 
exhibit specimens of hardness and mixt materials ; 
and Roman bricks constituted a part, which has 
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given rise to many conjectures^ (bbt these most 
probably were brought from Caerweot,) firom 
,which an opinion has been entertairied that it 
owes its date to that nation, though no coins, or 
other materials have been discovered; and'nome-* 
rous other evident proofs set aside the probabifity 
of their having any concern in the itnicture. 

The general appearance of the castle is 
Norman, and Wilhelminus Comes is mentioned 
as builder of it whenn this part of the kingdom 
came under their conquest. In the reign of 
Henry I. it became the property of Gilbert 
Strongbow, earl of Pembroke, and by continued 
descent is now the property of the Duke of 
Bbaufojit. The most remarkable era of it was 
at tlie troubles of Charles I. having been reserved 
on the part of the king, it veas compelled to 
surrender to the parliament's forces under colonel 
Morgan ; it was afterwards surprised and retaken 
for the royalists, by Nicholas Kemys, in whose 
possession it was besieged by Cromwell in person^ 
^vithaat effect : on his departure he entrusted the 
eonducC of the siege to colonel Ewer, who, with 
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a small detachment of artillery^ seven companies 
of foot^ and four troops of horse^ continued the 
siege till the want of provisions necessitated its 
brave defenders to capitulate; they refusing to 
surrender whilst any prospect of defence or escape 
encouraged them: but that hope was wrested 
from them by a soldier of the parliament's army 
swimming across the river, and cutting away the 
boat by which they meditated their escape. Sir 
Nicholas Kemys was slain during the arduous 
endeavour to serve his royal master : and com- 
manding a force only of l6o men, reflects 
high honor on his name. 

A tower in this celebrated place became 
afterwards the prison of Henry Marten, one of 
the judges who sat on the trial, and condemned 
his sovereign to death. He, however, escaped 
the fate due to a regicide, which several of 
his brethren shared, by losing their lives. The 
several accounts of the rigor he suffered are 
erroneous; and the authors most to be relied 
on all unite in the clemency of his imprison- 
ment, being allowed liberty to a certain exteitf 
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Without the waUs^ atid even was notided by, and 
visited, the family of St, Pierre, until his traiter- 
ous language compelled that patriotic family to 
forbid him their hospitable roof. As to his 
conveniences, spectators need only visit the 
tower, and they will find many remains of 
matters consistent only with a superb mansion ; 
and I believe many persons of property, and 
lifjerty too, cannot boast of such a liberal and 
delightful situation. This famed person remain^ 
here for 20 years; he died suddenly at his diil* 
Ber, aged 78, and was buried in Chepstow 
church-yard, where is his monument; and an 
epitaph writt^ by himself, may be seen. 

Leaving Chepstow afiter passing over its wooden 
bn<^, ascended a steep hill, until I reached the 
tutnpike-gate, when, turning to the right, to<^ 
the road for the Old Passage ; here the view un- 
folded a beautiful, rich^ and animated prospect. 
In front, the Wye winding up to the town of 
Chepstow; its surface nearly obscured by the 
busy employ of a maritime port, and the ivy- 
embattled walls of its castle were strikingly 
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pleasing : in few words it may be ssdd that, 
from Chepstow^ the road being on a narrow 
neck of land, exhibits most features that can 
give landscape a beautiful appearance where water 
has the chief display. 

Detached from the town two houses are pe- 
culiarly attractive, from their situation, elegance, 
and neatness, and that on the left is the man- 
sion of T. FiDELL, Esq. M. P. for Boston. At 
the extent of a mile and a half, reached the 
Passage; the views are extensive . and beautifiil, 
presenting the forest of Dean, Robinhood Hill, 
(under which is the city of Glocester, &c.) At 
the mouth of the Wye, which is only one field 
from Beachley (or the passage-house,) are the 
ruins of an old cl^apel receiving daily encroach- 
ments from that Stream and the Severn ; little 
of it now remains, and those bones once con- 
signed to consecrated earth, no longer have soil 
to protect them. In the field just spoken of, 
many coins are said to have been found and 
ascertained to have been Roman, but my re- 
peated enquiries were not able to discover who 
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had any of them ; it also bears a tradition of a 
battle having been fought on the spot. The 
breadth of the Severn at Beachley is one mile^ 
and the same rules are to be observed respect- 
ing the tides here^ as at the New Passage; 
there being scarcely five minutes difference in 
the gradation of the stream. The Aust clifF^ 
under which you land, is remarkably grand, par- 
ticularly at high water; it is a bold elevation of 
about 300 feet, composed of a red clay inter- 
spersed with narrow strata of the whitest ala- 
baster, representing in some places cement in 
rude masonry ; there are also carbonate of lime 
with p3^tes, and sulphate of lime, — carbonate of 
lime with pyrites and crystals of lime,— daz- 
zling spars of sulphate of lime,-T-6ulph?te of 
strontiane,-;— mundic, &c. 

A pleasant walk on the brink of the clifF 
will lead to the beach on the other side, and 
each step unfolds an assemblage of that cha- 
racteristic landscape, ( I had reluctantly left ), 
beautifully combined and highly enriched by 
woodlands, making fancy appear e^Ltravagant in 
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her sublimities pf wood, water, hill and dale: 
this is supposed to have been one of the 
Roman stations, but by the most diligent 
search I could not observe the least traces of 
any work having been thrown up, though na- 
ture had offered a situation unparalleled, and 
liad partly began a protection; but this cannot 
be any disproof of the Romans not occupying 
these heights, as the Severn has and is consi* 
derably encroacliing on the cliff, so that the 
part probably once in their use, is now be« 
come mingled with its oozy beach, 

A singular story is related of the place :-;- 
*^ When Edward the elder lay at Aust Clive, the 
^* heights of Beachley (the opposite shore) was 
^^ occupied by Leolin, a prince of Wales; the 
^^ latter being summoned to cross the Severn to 
^^ a conference with the king, he refused to 
'^ obey, Edward therefore went over to Leolin, 
^^ who, on seeing the king in the boat, dis- 
*^ robed himself, and leaping breast-high in the 
" water, said, ^ Most wise king, your humility 
^ has 9onquered my pride, and your wisdom 
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' triumphed over my fblly^ meant upon that 
^ neck which I have so foolishly exalted against 
^ you^ so that you enter into that country which 
^ your goodness has this day made your own :* 
^^ then taking him upon his shoulders he made 
^^ him sit upon his robes^ and joining hands, 
*^ did him homage.' The above story was re- 
corded by Walter Mapes^ who wrote 500 yean 
previously to Camden. 

Leaving Aust psssage house, at the distance 
of about three miles reached the road by which 
I came at the early part of my journey ; the 
smooth surface of the Marsh common was 
charmingly contrasted by the wooded eminence 
of Black Horse Hill, scattered with interesting 
objects uniting to render the scene ineiLpres- 
sibly delightful. When I before saw it, much 
of Henbury was obscured by rain, now it was 
glowing by a brilliant sun, adorning the rich 
display of nature and art. On reaching the hill 
above Westbury, I involuntarily stopt, and found 
myself lost in a fascinating stare, as the view 
presented not only all that was beautiful, but 
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dll that tvas great^ — Chills and dales were scattered 
with towns and villages — noble mansions^ or other 
elegant edifices ornamented by productions of 
fertility^ and as pleasingly dispersed. To trace 
the track of this dazzling scene by the effects 
of my pencil was impossible^ and still more so 
to describe by the powers of my pen: the 
variety o( beauties setting all language at defiance, 
apparently placed as candidates for preference; 
in short, it would justify the highest panegjrric 
&e power of rhetoric could bestow. 

On crossing Durdham-down beyond the tum«- 
pike gate went on the summit of St. Vincent's 
Rock ; from this elevated spot all nature seemed 
dressed in her gayest attire, and every thing was 
from hence seen, among her richest presents, 
all conspiring not to be out-done by any other 
possible display : immediately under the eye the 
Avon was winding between the bold precipices^ 
and bearing with a superior pride several large 
^ps on their return from foreign coasts; 
innumerable other vessels were forming the pro- 
cession^ some of them having band$^ the melody 
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of which was rebounding musically sweet among 
the barriers of the majestic and romantic rocks 
or hanging woods crowned with stately trees: 
the walks on the borders of the stream were 
crowded by several groupes of figures, many of 
whom were sincerely welcoming the return of 
their friends, and wafting their sincerity by the 
wavings of their handkerchiefs. Nature surely 
designed the event as a competition to all 
rivalship ; and 4he animated prospect, though it 
disturbed my feelings, triumphed in causing me 
to confess the superiority over aU I had seen, 
and yield the palm to Clifton, where it may 
be truly said, 

" Whate*er of sweet, of timple, of sublime, 
*' Of glade CO tnTerse, or of heights to climb ; 
** Of rocks incumbent, or with Yiles below^ 
" Or stream majestic in mcmdefings flow; 
** Whatever charm in other scenes we see^ 
^ Natuitf O CiirTOVi here combin« in chee T 
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X CodU not tAt a ftrewdl of this mA, wMioitt setiw^ 
those historic ntes famed for Boman pxoaperitjTj when it 
ahone a9 respkndeat in^ this dbnntrfj to aabfom. any 
inftmation that might have be^a diaooMMA aiQoe nqr wil 
last Tear. 

Caerwent first claimed the object of my attentiohi witH 
additional sorrow I behdd the ravages made by all-destroyiiig 
time, from onprotactiageatfe; ibidihalliMlaQf ttetCSMMated 
pavement^ which aijfarded me a- repxtMitafiod^ waa MW MP 
more; siient xiq;ret oiade me wander oter 6tay {AeA he^ 
mdth iDqaiaitiva reseaidi, in the hope of' leseniHig £pom ii 
simihrfiiteanyodie^qiecanMQ of that iatien> whose gCfeina 
and ability not only commanded ngfeU, bM rserivei Ii* 
homs^ of the Britona, fer saftemug theif aotaaeia and 
teaching them the arts of civflizod H& At kigth a amdl 
pordoa was tfscovered; pleased widi An hope^ I h Usla aai 
to the proivietor, who gave me peraaisfion^ oi& 
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no fruit-tree was on it; but disappointment soon attended 
my exertions, as only a small part of anintercsting character 
remained. Hie rest (I learned) having been mattocked up 
about 15 years since; on expressing my surprise, the person 
added, " In this orchard. Sir, there is a tessellated pave* 
" ment far more beautiful than the one so long the object 
** of admiration, but, on being discovered, immediate orders 
" were given to have it filled in, and two choice trees 
^' planted over it, to guard it from modem eyes !** Words 
in common use must change their meaningi to express the 
variety of feelings this information gave birth to 

My success was more fiivourable at Caerleon, where I pro* 
cured a scarce and interesting coin of the emperor Hadrianns^ 
who (being the first monarch that visited the acquired dominion 
of Britain) had it struck on his return, commemorative of 
its security. 

No. I, represents a sepulchral Ciffus, found five feet 
bebw the surface, which was obligingly procured for me 
by the Rev. Mr. Evavs, (knowing I am desirous of col« 
lecting and'eonoentrating in one receptacle all the antiquities 
of the country :) the difiiculties attendant on decyphering 
Roman inscriptions from the usual abbreviations, induced me 
to apply to the Rev. Mr. Lbm an, of Bath, from a knowledge of 
bis deep-scienced abilities, which rank so distinguishedly 
pre-eminent; I shall, theie&re, avail myself of that gentle* 
Boan's friendship,, and insert his obliging elucidation : 
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Jolii licii 
Julius Caterius 

fillus 

Tizit annos xxv. 

Optio, 

animo libenti 

faciendum curavit. 

Mr. LiMAN adds, '' Whether the name was licius or 
Li?ius, or the name Catenas, is of Uule consequence, and 
must be always doubtful; but the office of the person of 
Sub-Centurion, (or Optio,) who placed this monument to 
the memory of his friend, is very, dear." 

No. II, is the firagment of a stone, on which is the repre- 
sentation ciAnifM lihens Trc^anus, but to what intent Trajan*s 
willing mind was employed on this occasion, we are to lament^ 
its mutilated state precludes all possibility of conjecture* 

No. Ill, is part of a brick two inches in thickness, with two 
pointed edges resembling the teeth of a saw ; in the centre in 
reliero, is LEGIIAV G : denoting the work of the Second 
Augustan L^oq) what was the original use or design, is 
difficult to detcrmme, as all histories of Roman Antiquities 
(that I can find) bear no description or resemblance of its 
nmilitude. 



DESCRIPTION 

OF TE£ 

CATHEDRAL CHURCH OP LANDAFP^ 

tX A UBTTSE FBOK 

W. WOTION to BROWNE WILLIS, E»q. 



J. HE eirthedral diorch of Laodafi; which is dedicated to St 
Peterand St Faid^stands in a bottom on the north east side of 
a pleasant village;, near the banks of the river Taf, from whence 
it takes its nane. The church is entire^ as having no doisten 
about it, or anj other buildings, formerij standing within the 
cburch-jard: at the west end there are two towers, one to tiie 
aouth, which seems to be as old as the church, which is open 
withinfrom the top to the bottom. This tower, which now 
looks nunous, had fi^rmerlj coarse battlements at the top, most 
«f which axe ^wn, with lour small pinnacles at the corners. 
The tower on the north side was biiilt by Jasper, (created duke 
of Bedford, anno 14BS) son of Owen Tudor, by Catherine^ 
dangbter of Cbazles VI. king of France, who married her afier 
thedecease of Heniy V. lliis is a handsome tower, and is 
ftill in pcetty good repair, all but the batdements at top, which 
wcia elfgant taonghs andcnfiic^ tai ihegccat storm^^oveok- 
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Ser 27, 1703, which threw down two of the corner pinnadeir 
and a good part of the battlements ; the wind being southeiij^ 
threw the stones into the church-yard. This tower^ which is 
ascended bj 140 free-stone steps, is in height, from the lower 
moulding at top to the bottom, 2Q yards and a half; the 
battlements are 8 feet deep; the square at top is 21 feet and 
a half north and south, and 22 feet east and west ; and at 
bottom, on the west side, (where are three handsome midows 
over one another,) it is 29 feet long. The front of the church 
to the west, between the towers at bottom, is 30 feet : the 
great west door, which stands in the middle between the said 
towers, is 7 feet and a half broad, and 10 feet high, and has 
over it an image of a bishop in his pontifical habit, which the 
2)eople of the place erroneously suppose to be Bp. Urban, who 
lived in Henry the Ist*s time, and built the church that is 
now standing. Mr, Edward Lhywd (the worthy Author of 
the Archxologia Britannica) who took a draught of it when 
he was at Landa£P, in his travels through Wales, took it (as it 
most probably was design*d) to be the image of St Dubritius, 
who is reckoned to have been the first bishop of this see. 
Over the door are three long narrow windows; the middle* 
most of which is 20 feet high, and 4 feet broad; and the 
side ones are 16 feet high, and 3 feet broad : above them are 
seven niches of free-stone^ that in the middle is the longest; 
those on each side, which exactly corr^pond to each other^ 
being three in number, are higher one than another, the 
outermost being the shortest. The middle nich was once a 
window, but it is now walled up : over these is a statue of 
tf king in a nich^ supposed to be Henry I. who then reigned. 



In the old tower are ^s^ windows, two under two, three 
leet and a half broad, and 9 feet hi^ a-piece; and under 
them a fifth, 9 inches broad, and 7 feet high. In the north 
comer, at the west end, is a stair-case, by means of which 
there b a communication to the other tow;er and the leads 
of the church : the height of this tower is 28 yards; it being 
22 jrards to the top of the pediment, and 6 yards above. At 
about 40 yards* distance from this tower, South«West from 
the church, stood heretofore an old tower, which, as appears 
by the ruins, was 42 feet square ; the door, which stood 
south of the church is 13 feet high, and 7 feet broad: in it, 
as 'tis reported, there formerly hung a very large bdl, called 
St. Peter's Bell ; which being taken down by Jasper Duke 
of Bedford, was conveyed to £xeter, and there exchanged for 
five bells, which were hung up in Jasper's tower. 

As we go into the church, in the church-yard, not far from 
the west door, is an altar monument, about a foot and half 
fitm the ground, set up in memory of Dr. Jones, a civilian, 
late chancellor of this diocese; who was eminent also fi)r his 
skill in physic, which he sufiiciently shewed in a learned dis* 
course, in Latin, of intermitting fevers ; and also in another 
discourse concerning Opium^ written in English; ^ich are 
books vexy much esteem^.by the gentlemen of that profes- 
mon. His epitaph is this : 

Kic jacei FenerMUs rtr JOHANNES JONES, L. t, D. 
hi^ns Dioeceseos Cancellarius, qui Deo reddidit animam XXII 
Die Jugusii, Anna Sitluiis MDCCIX, ^tatis sua PCV. 



2pd 

Wc aCflccnci tnto* fn cbioxcu by mtca or oigpt 8lBp9* xli# 
towers witfaki are 18 feet long : from tbeooe to die screea Ihat 
6mdes the nave fxom^ tbe dioir^ is §1 feet and a ln^ so-diat 
fbt whoib length or tfie navej front the west dxkif to like scveen^ 
is atxmt 1 K) feet. On each sMb of (&e nvre titfeie are fear 
pillars, exclasive of those that join to die screen, and to tfa6 
towers; in all, inclnding the pilasters that join- to the west end> 
and those that support the dioir part, and extend to the high 
ahar, dierc are on> each side, comprehending the lengdi of 
tfke whole church, eleven ; but this wilF be better xuniet* 
stood hj the draught. 

The breadth of the nave, from the feeling of the pillart is 
39 feet; the pillars at the botton! arc six: feet square; the twn^ 
side-aisles are 15 feet broad »-piece ; so that the whole Ixeaddi 
of the church is about 65 feet* 

As fer as the first four arches ta the westward, the root 
within conusts otAy c£ couples, (as thef are caBed in this conn* 
try,) to which within are framed circular beam» of timber, 
hitfl parallel to one another ; which is the common Way of 
bying of roofs of churches in South Wales : from tbenoe to 
the upper end of the dioir it was fermerly deled widi wain<- 
scot, which was pamted ; but the roof being ndnousj the dd* 
ing was taken down, in order to repair the timber some yens 
ago, which makes all that part look very n^ked : on each side 
c^ die nave, over the pQkts, are twdve windows, by two and 
two, with five partitions between^ Hie distance between eaeh 
pillar at bpttom js twelve feet from base to ha^^ : therQare tix 
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arches in the iiave, on each side of which the first joins to the 
tower, and the sixth to the screen of the choir. The heighth 
of the wall, over the pillars, from bottom to top, is 54 feet *, 
from thence to the top of the compass-work may be about ten 
feet more ; so that the heighth and breadth (as in several 
other cathedrals) seem equal : the side aisles which answer 
within one to another, are 30 feet high. 

Upon the pavement in the nave, which is of stone, though 
a very sorry one, not far from the west door, is a grave stone, 
on which there is a crozier delineated, with this inscription 
round it : 

1(tic facet S^agMittr lotianntfi? lloso, otfiui anisnt propiHtmr 

Close to the second pillar on the south side is the font s 
against the fourth pillar on the same side, was formerly a 
pulpit, which was taken down in the great rebellion. 

Against the fourth pillar on the north side, and so on to the 
fifth, stands the monument of Sir William Matthew, of Ann 
dyr, in Glamorganshire, about One mile from Landaff: its 
length, including the palisade round it» is sixteen feet and a 
half; its breadth nine feet and a half. Jj^isan altar monument, 
on which lay the images of a man and a woman, curiously 
wrought in alabaster j the man is^ bare-headed, in complete 
armour, with a coat of mail under his corslet, and a collar of SS. 

Qq 
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over It : his gaiintlets are by his right 1<^, and a iword cross j^ 
at his head is a MoxXg and a monk with beads in his hand : his 
hehnet is his pillow > in his left hand & his dagger, and a sword 
at his right : on his left side lies his wife, in the same recum- 
bent posture, habited after the manner of the time; the lappets 
of her head clothes are laced, and the lace gilt. The inscrip- 
tion which IS on the edge of the monument is this : 

efcm pro animaiHtit mUMmi Spattteto ^fOm, qni oUjt ne- 
(imo Die gpaitif, a. D. M.CCCCC% nlctsr VIII. $ ttiaiii 

Stmttt tt]eorUi afas qiie Vto rmmoit ^bpirttiim^.^fMe S^cHc? 

2U (D« $pm"% CCCCa maf. qaowm MmOm prqdiltlwr 

Denjai 9men* 

On the west side of the monmoent are images in three 
niches : in the middle is an escutcheon, supported by a man 
and a woman; the arms are worn out, but seem to have 
been quarterly. On the south side are seven images ; every 
second image holds an escutcheon ; but the arms, which were 
originally painted, are not discernible. Easterly, at the feet, 
are four images, each with an escutcheon as before. On the 
north side are seven images, as on the south. On some of the 
escutcheons may be discerned three chevrons gules, on a field 
argent, which are said to be the arms of Jestin-ap-Gwrgant, 
.who betrayed his country to the Norman knight«, who came 
hither with Robert Fitz-Hammond, in the reign of William 
Uufus. Some of the images at the head are in armour -, on the 
sides and at the feet, with beads. The whole is wrought in 
alabaster, and (if we consider the time) is very cuiiously done: 
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Near this monament, towards the west^ is a grave-stone^ 
on which was formerly a brass plate, with an inscription in 
the Welsh language ; half of the plate is lost, the other half 
has 1»een preserved by the reverend and worthy Mr. Francis 
Dariesj xesident vicar-choral of this church, who did me the 
favor to communicate it to me ; to whom also ? am excecyl- 
ingly obliged for his kind information in whatsoever I had 
occasion to consult him. What is preserved of the inscriptbn 
is as follows : 

Pedwar fgtun glan 

Pymtheg iant yr h 

y Cwrff mwynaf S 

O Dduw daeth Angen 

Wilimm Prys ai 

O Dduw y hawb 

JLN BKGLI8H THUS, 

** Fourscore lusty 

" Fifteen hundred and 

" The gentlest Body 

'* From God comes Death 

*' WilKam Price did 

*• From God is ail • . . . . 

The tradition is,^-That a person of distinction, who lived in 
the mountains, having a desire to be buried in the mother- 
church, or, as they call it, Mam-Eglwys, was carried thither 
by eighty men, who relived one another by turns till tliev 
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came to LandaiF : it is said likewise^ (hat there were 350O 
persoDS that followed him to his grave. When this man was 
buried is not known : this however wili» in some measure, 
lead us to M up what is wanting in this inscription. In the 
£rst line, if Dynion be added to the Pedwar Igain glan, it will 
signify eighty brisk or lusty fellows. Clan, in Welsh, is pro- 
perly clean. It signifies «ometimes fidr. Dur glan is clean^ 
water. Merck glan a fair maid. Metaphorically, it is used 
for Holy, as Ysprjfd glan, the Holy Ghost. Here glan 
applied to Dynion or Dyn, (1. e. Man, or Men) may de* 
note beauty 9 and that, when it is in youth, generally takes 
in strength. Pymtheg Kant \s fifteen hundred, if A ... . stands 
there for hugain, as probably it does, then the three thousand 
five hundred who attended at the burial, are compleat ; for 
Pymtheg cant aW hugain, is three thousand five hundred. In 
the third line, the S.... seems to be the first letter of the 
name of the man that was buried 5 Sion, is John, in Welsh, 
and there is room enough for Sion ap Evan, or the like. Wil- 
liam Price was in all likelihood the name of the poet that made 
this epitaph; for tlie British bards do now, and did anciently, 
put ai cant (cednit) at the end of their composnions, as Sion 
ap Gruffydd ai cant. Mredydd ap Madawg ai cant. John 
Griffith, or Meredith Maddocks, sung so or so. So much f(ur 
this inscription} I ^0 on now to the reit of the church. 

The is nothing remarkable in the north aisle till we come 
to the choir, except an elegant mural monument cut in black 
marble near the choir, which, at a distance, seems to consist of 
a table enclosed within two fluted marble pilasters, beauti$ed 



297 

viib angels aod other ornamenU ; whereas the whole work, 
both inscription and decorations, are all cut into Ibe marble 
ilself without any sort of relief. 

THE INSCKIPTION UPOtf TBB TABLB IS THIS : 

In Memory ofFlorence the IFife of William Herbert, of ike 
White Friars in Cardiff, Esq. who dwarfed this Life Oct. ih%^ 
15th, 1709, aged 40 Years. 

In this north aisle, near the west end, is a door, commonly 
called S. Teilaw's Door, through whieh, before the Reformation, 
dead bodies were carried into the church to be buried, it being 
looked upon as meritorious to cany them that way. 

To the east of S. Teilaw*s Door, o^er against the sixth pillar, 
is another small door, which they call the Prebendaiy's Door. 
Between those two doors are two empty niches in the waU, in 
which there formerly seem to have been monuments and effi* 
gies of persons. The windows in the north aisle do not answer 
to those in the south, and there are five irregular windows, in 
that part of the north aisle, which reaches from the west end 
to the break, that is over the door of the chapter-house which 
is on the south. 

The consistory court and the chapter-house join to the south 
^isle. The consistory court is near the old western tower; it is 
a tolerable good room, 15 feet square in the clear within, with 
one window six feet broad and four feet high, and two other 
leijBer ones over that> one foot three inches broad, and three 
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feet high apiece. The door that goes into it out of the so^th 
aisle is of free-stone arched. Between tho consistory court 
and the tower, is one window 10 feet high and eight feet broad. 
From the consistory eourt to the chapter-house there are five 
handsome uniform windows in the south aisle, eight feet broad 
and ] 5 feet high. From the body of the church on this side, 
to the leadiB of the south aisle, b 26 feet six inches. Tbe 
square of the chapter-house on the outside is 36 feet; the di»- 
meter of the pediment about eight feet. To the east, in the 
church-yard, is a stair-case, which Ipads up to a room over the 
chapter-house, in which there is a school. On the body of the 
church on that side are 23 battlements 5 on the south aisle, 
between theold towier and the chapter-house, 12 ; beyond that 
to the end of the south aisle, seven. The length of the south 
aisle on the outside, indnding the old tower, from west to east, 
may be divided tlms : to the pent-house, or half roof, (as it is 
called in this country) it is in length 14 yards ; the peot-house 
takes up two yards more; the consistory court seven yards; 
thence to the porch, nine yards; the porch three yards and 
one foot ; thence to the chapter-house, 16 yards. The chap- 
ter-house itself takes up eight yards six inches. The remaining 
part of the south aisle is 16 yards and one foot ; the length of 
tlie whole is 75 yards, two feet, six inches : so much for the 
south aisle without. 

« There is notliing within till we come to the choir, except 
CI door of a porch which is exactly against the Prebendary's 
Door in the north aisle. The porch is within in the clear, in 
length seven feet and a half^ in breadth six feet nine inches. 
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Each of these aisles are in breadth, from the footing of the pll^ 
iars on each side to the outward wall, 11 feet and a half. 

The choir begins from the seventh pillar, and reaches to the 
eleventh ; its breadth is exactly the same with that of the 
nave, and is divided by a screen from the nave and the side 
aisles. The stalls on the north side are 32 feet long, from the 
west end of the screen. On the south side thfe length of the 
stalls is 27 feet nine inches. The breadth of tiie choir, north 
and south, is 32 feet. The order and inscriptions of the stalls 
is thus : on the right side, as one goes into the choir out of the 
nave on the west end, arc these : — 

Episcopi, Faire-JFell, alias M". Clarh^ 

Thesaurarij, Faire-lFater, a]ia3 GuUvlmi 

Pnecentoris, . Jones, 

OS THE SOUTH SIDE, 

Prei. de Cayre, tricars Choral, 

Prel. S *• CruciS, 

OS TnC LBFT SIDE OP THE DOOS. 

jirchidiaconi, . PreL. de fTarihacwuf. 

Cancellarij, Prch. S^' iVicAo/ai, alias M" 

Prel. de Langwm, Mayo, 

ON TR£ NORTH SIDE. 

Preh, S«* DttiriVi^ alias Preb.S'^ Andreae 
Dris. Lysons, Vicars Choral, 
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At the end of the stalls on the south side> is tt void space 
three feet and a half long^ afler -which is the bishop's throne, 
built by Marshall^ in Edward IVs. time. It is six feet long 
and five feet broad. Tho«gh the beauty <^ it is pretty much 
lost by length of time, yet it appears to have been, when it was 
first made, a curious piece of work. The back of the throne 
that fronts the choir is painted, and was covered with lamp- 
black during the great rebeUioa ', but upon the restoration of 
king Charles II. the black was taken off, and the first orna- 
ments again appeared. If we look upon it from the south, 
we see on the right hand the bishop praying to the blessed 
Virgin, who is ascending into Heaven with her hands in a 
praying posture, supported by seven angels, one under her 
feel, and three on each side 5, out of the bishop's mouth pro- 
ceeds a label inscribed thus : O f^rgo scandcns sis Marshall 
coeiica pandens. On each side is an angel, who seems to have 
musical instruments to welcome her to Heaven. At the 
bottom b another angel over against the bishop who holds 
up his hands. 

The bishop*s throne joins to the ninth pillar. Beyond it is 
a small door that opens into the south aisle, over against the 
door of the chapter-house. At the bishop's throne there is a 
laige half pace, from whence there are four steps, with half 
paces between every step leading up to the altar. Beyond the 
door that goes to the chapter-house there are two seats, and 
behind them, in a nich in the wall, lies a bishop in his Pontifi* 
calibus, in a recumbent posture^ in free-stone. They told me 
it was St, Teilaw*s tomb ; but the work does not seem to be 
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above 400 jreais old; afldbesldtoi^ thtpitstotdmidiltfasbQilt 
sereral ages after St. Teilaw*A death. However^ it is Teijr 
probable it might be ^teted td his honour by 101116 of his 
saccessors, and thit h^e nugbt hare bten an andenttf 
monoment 

From the tlirone to the rails is 28 feet three Indies, frott 
tlience to the altar nine feet six inches. Within the rails are 
three plain grav6>stones of firee^stone 1 on the batwardmost 
of which^ lying toward tiie ufaA, h this inscr^tioti nnmd 
the edges 

HUGO LLOYD, LatubuenHs Epistopm Mk iepUm Dm 
Mtntijg Junij An. Dom. lOS/. Jlnno MtmHi hue /8, jliiMoyvt 
G^nsecrmAofMS iUa iepAmb. In the middle part dre the ahni 
of the see, Tis. Tw% Croneti im Sidtire wUh ikne Miirm in 
Chief. Under these arms is written. He hath dupevsed ahroad 
md given Ai ike Poor, kie KghieougHisi remtineih /or 0l;er. 
After thiit are his own arOis, Irhich tae, A CkmHroii MsmM 
three Drdgim Heads trned. To die north of this, iH the mid« 
die, is a stone finr his wifiB, with only RSSVRGAM npoA H* 
and under that Amno Dom. lOSO. 

Joining to it is t tiiird ttone laid for Biihop Damsi dna 
hseribed: 

JKcjacei Severtndus in Chmto Paier VMUAMiBpermim^m 
iiimd hgui Bcclesim Sfieeopm post Restaura&mem sectOUksg 
id ad DomhmmDamimJHefwd^tMiirHj 14' i fT" JBMii 

fix 
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Anno, Consecrationis 8*^* (^ SahiHs 16? ^» In Jejuniisfrequens. 
Ultimo Ore semper Vita pruedicavit, Quadragesimalem, hie 
vivens vitam, Quadragesima hinc ad Fitam transiit etemam. 
Underneath are the amis of the see^ which are difierently 
blazoned firom those upon the grave-stone of bishop Lloyd^ 
namely^ A Sword between two Keys in Saltire, with three 
Mitres on a Chief* 

Without the rails, on the north side of the altar, lies a bishop, 
canred in free-stone, with a bold relief, without any inscrip- 
tion. And upon the third half pace as you go up, is another 
bishop in his robes^ without any inscription likewise. The first 
of these is guessed to be for St. Dubritius, the first bishop } 
and the other might probably be for bishop Bromfield, who lies 
buried in this church} except St. Teliau*s, on the opposite side, 
is mbtaken for him, which it should seem to be by the age. 

.' The altar-piece, which is of firee-stone, was made in bishop 
Marshall's time. « It looks well still, though the colours are 
exceedingly faded. What we first see, is a row of niches, ] I 
in number, painted with roses and hyacinths interchangeably. 
The centers of the roses and the little knops of the stems, with 
the flowers of the hyacinths, arc gilt. The roses arc white, 
which confirms the tradition of its bdng made by bishop 
Marshall, since the white rose was the device of the house of 
York, which was never (as I believe^ used singly in any public 
decorations of building, except in the reigns of Edward IV. 
and Richard III. and then it was a proper compliment to his 
patron, Edwai^ IV.. under whom he was preferred. 
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Under these 1 ] niches^ is a row of eight niches^ painted in 
fresco, exactly like the former. At each end of these painted 
ones, are three real niches, painted also in the same manner. 
IVithin these are two little ones^ with a pilaster between ; the 
ground-work throughout^ both in the fresco and the real niches^ 
is interchangeably blue and red, and the ornaments over eveiy 
nich are gilt. At each end is a door which leads into the ves- 
iry, painted like all the rest. Above the altar-piece are two 
rows of large niches, in which formerly have been images. Iii 
both rows the middlemost nich is larger than the rest^ and on 
each side are two lesser ones. The two largest niches probably 
contained the images of our Lord and the blessed Virgin ; and 
the other twelve were for the twelve apostles : under the two 
large niches are the ten commandments, written with gold 
letters, within a^frame; over all is a handsome free-stone 
window. 

The first thing we see on the north side of the choir, as we 
go down from the altar^ is bishop Marshall's monument. It 
stands in the wall, between the 9th and 10th pillars, and is of 
the altar kind. He is placed in a recumbent posture, with 
his crosier and mitre, and pontifical robes. In the wall ard 
his arms impal*d with those of the see. The arms of the see 
here are. Sable a Sword and two Keys in SaUire, Or, on a 
Chief, Vert, three Mitres of tlie Second, His own arms are, 
Tartedper Cheveron in Fess, Or and Vert, between a ^ Sable 
ielow^ and a Faulcon, Or, above. At the feet are the cross, 
nails, ropes, and other instruments of the Crucifixion, carved 
in free-stone upon the wall. The work of this monument is 
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verjr gciQ4» and fivwin of tltfl tiiDftt whoa «rb bq(M t« ff^ 
llieci^tal fp <^ tbe bbM^i or Gatbic kind, wht^ U io tbf 
luiBf, wliicb4r9 also (at I rapember) opon the bishop's tbnam, 
fats It oQt of doobl Ip wliooi tbU moQumeqi bdpngv i fir 
fban is m imims6m wbimby we may be oib^pvis^ \^ 

▲s ire fo iMbor down oo Uie 1919^ fide^ at tbQ distancfi of 
Si tet nioe iocbop fiwn the rails* staaja apolpit; aodbetw^a^ 
tbai and bi^bop MarAali's toinb^ U a door that leada ioto tbf 
m9lh aisle, oi^QBite tp tba dppr tbat leads iuU» tbe chapter^ 
bmm. Xbe orgaa loft is over tbe sUlb op the Qeith side gf 
^ cboiri tbere ara i» it sivp^ ib^ttercd reinains of ao organ 
nitbio a weodea casieu wiA 9Q4m of tb$ pipes lying loose and 
diiprdered m the case ; it was formerly given to this cburpb 
by my Lady Kemysh, of Cefo Mablcy, in Glamorganshire 
(grandmother to sir Charles Kemysh, who now possesses that 
HsUle) after tbs roign of Ung Cbarlea Ih So mocb fiv the 
^ir* 

Ib tbe so9»tb aislflu after snegoas up as bigh as the screep^ 
ibere is a partition^ wbcrm is a sfpall door which leads ioto 
what was onee a amall cbapd i it seem to have been one^ 
undivided from the rest of the aisle, its leogtb k^ the distanca 
between the 9tb and UMh pillars, to which tbeie are two £jlas« 
ten ui the QQterwall, exactly corrp^popdtngj it is arched over 
bead with £ree-8tone. In the mid41e> witfaitt this cbajck is 
the dopr Ibat leads into tbe dupterrhoose* 
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The ehaptar-hooM, (which is «ut and west, %1 Ihel, soath 
and north 9^ foot) is pared with free*stone, cut much of the 
stse of our common paving bricks: it is arched with stone, 
and the grojms of tho arches centre aU ia the middle, where 
flicy arc supported by one pillar : towards the south wall, and 
a good way to the east and west, there aro seats round it. At 
the north-east end there is a press where they keep their re- 
cords, and by that there is a pulpit. 

In the uppermost divisbn of the south aisle, near the chapel 
abovementioned, is a nich in the outward wall, where there 
seems to have been a monument, but of whom is not known. 
At the north-east comer is a nich in the wall, in which is a 
fair statue of a lady, in a recumbent posture, covered with a 
la^e vol j it is of alabaster ] in the wall two men hold two 
^e^tchcQOS^ which are so defaced that the arms cannot be 
discerned. There b no inscription. Her nan;e is s^id to have 
been Christian Audley. But who she was otherwise, or when 
fl^p livedo is not remembered. I can only guess^ that she was 
probably the wife of John, lord A^dl^j & person of great pos- 
sessipns in those parts, and an active man in suppressing the 
ipsi)rrectipa of Owi^ Glendour, in the timn of Henry tl^e IVth. 
in the IQih year of w||ose reigi) he departed this life. Under 
the cast window of the sgmQ ^sle U 9 gravi;-^tone with thia 
inscri^on : 

JESUS. 

Here lyeth the body o^ William Evans, L, L. B, Treasurer of 
tlds Cathedral Church, Chancellor of this Diocese for 40 Years, 
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under these three Bishops, Anthony IKitchin, alias Dunston,'] 
Hugh [/off«,] and William IBlethin"] Prebendary of £xod^ 
and Justice of the Peace and Quoram of Moooiouth and Gla- 
morgan, deceased 5th ofJanuzry, AnnoDom. 1589. 

Uqderneath are his arms, quarterly ; 1st. Three lions Rani', 
pant. 2. Two Cheverons in a plain Field. 3. A lAon Ram- 
pant tvithin a bordurc gohonated, 4th. as the first. Under 
the arms is written, Fortitudo mea Dominus. 

Near this, to the south side, is another grave-stone, thus 
inscribed : 

JESUS. 

Here lyeth the Body of John Evans, q/*Llangattock Vybona- 
Tcl, Brother to the said William Evans, deceased the 3d Day 
of December, Anno 1588. 

I go back now to the north aisle, which I had carried up 
before as high as the choir. There the first thing that occurs 
worth observation is a monument in a nich in the waU, over 
against bishop MarshalPs monument, of a bishop in his ponti- 
fical robes, and over him, in the form of an escutcheon, the 
instruments of the Crucifixion, the cross, nails, ladder^ ropes, 
and scourges, and over tliose an emblem of the Resurrection, 
llierc is no inscription, nor other mark, by which to find out 
the person for whom this monument was made. Above tliat, 
in another nich, is a skeleton engraved in firee-stonc, lying in 
a shroud open before, and gathered above the head -, it secros 
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to be 300 years old, if not more; and, considering the tinie, it is 
not ill cut: this skeleton is over against the 11th pillar of the 
choir, which joins to the altar. 

Towards the east end of this aforesaid north aisle, there is a 
screen which divides the east end from the rest. It was thus 
divided for a burial-place of the family of the Matthew*s. It is 
11 feet long, and 15 feet broad. 

At the upper end, within this division, to the northeast, lies a 
knight in armour, upon an altar monument, in alabaster, well 
wrought : at his head is a man in armour bearing his shield : on 
the side are six images, five of ~ men, and one of a woman, all 
bearing escutcheons. This is said to be the monument of David 
Matthew the great, who was standard bearer to Edward IV. and 
was murdered at Neath (a maritime town in this county, which 
is the old Nidtun in the itinerary of Antoninus) by some of the 
Turberviles, witli whom he was at variance. 

On the nortli side next to St Mary's chapel, between that and 
the nortli aisle, is a noble altar monument about nine feet in 
length, on which are two images finely wrought in alabaster ; 
the man is in armour, with a collar of SS*s about his neck, and 
a coat of mail under his corslet; by him lies a woman with laced 
head clothes, and the lace of the lappets gilt. Round the edge 
of the altar is this inscription : 

tkalU pro animabtui Christophori Matthew 9rmlgerf , d Elisabeth 
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Slnitn* 

Oil the south side dt the modmiastit ett buro Angels in the 
middle, supporting the eiciitehetnM hi which tte the coats of 
Matthettr and Morgan. At each end ate tttro old priests^ and 
between them and the angels, towatds the chdir^ are thtee youtig 
men in armour, and towards the east end of St. Mary's chapel, 
two young men itt ankiour, and one ynui^ woman : on the 
north side are bifro angds in the tniddl^^ aft on the south, sup^ ^ 
porting the same escutcheoh, and two pfiests with beads at tfaer 
end^ and three women on each side between the priests and the 
angels. 

Out of the hortfa aisle theit b a dodr into St. Mary's chapel^ 
which is at the east end of the choir, and divided fcom it by a 
long narrow room^ wUdi rons the whole breadth of the dioir, 
parallel to, and between that and St Maiy's chapel : this room 
is five feet and three inches in Ineadth. It was formeriy used 
for a vestry, and has two dootii at the north and south-west end, 
behind tlie high altar, td go into the choit : it is How only a darft 
dusty place of little or no ufte. The diapd itsdf, now called the 
Welsh chapel, because divine service is telebtated in it eveiy 
Sunday in the Welsh language, is from the west end to the com- 
munion rails, in length 48 feet, and from tiietice t5 the altar, 
nine feet and a half 3 its breadth is 24 feet six inches, and the 
faeighth about 36 fiset: it is built withodt any piasters lo suj^Kirt 
it. In the inside^ tow^vdl tte ivtsi efis^ tfaeft atv two Mecoa 



tdwoad, )0 feei ^ kiehc^ lonjs apisi^, wIh^ Aride ^lis ete' 
pd fioiH the 8ide-ay»^ wMi'fsk^ tte Watt of t^ d^l wkb t9f6^ 
iteBlry: ineSKhoftliei&MtfietiWtbestrktfd^ 
the aisles. On the north side^ near the rails^ tfaeie h » polfiii 
and a reading desk. Behind the altar, and on the north and 
sQixtb sidetf, awr seats fof the psojjble; Id ike stei of ^ ehefpel 
i^ a granre stone tha* h said to beIo«|( to Jo Aojkiltfi JifM 
fwho^\ra» bishop of LfanMr hi i2gd)m4 fiesSftsf to Ae^fair 
another Ibr hishop Paaeall, ix^ i^a^Mhof^ in 1349. Ob (ho 
Mrdk side of Ihe altar lies WittiMi^ de BfSofi, c^efed #Xli^ tf 
Mack eoane mvfale gnker stone, eDgvaired wkfer ihold^iBfief, 
m^g^tkarwft after tfaffinaiiBer of tfaiednatf. HeirlspkisJlMlw 
episoopdjobet, wMira mi«K anil drosierj and 0^^ hA» Itttti li 
'cQtii^einbossedwork,8aD[At«9n»I>(£ MMISC 0|MV 
IflOD.^ He died in tfaefear iUff. Under dto Mig m^ 8601^ 
paiflitod bfieksy aAmcd wid»sei^ttal90l!f#(^gMteft^ 
seme of tfie Mek» seeittlohavtf hMi iMMtf toseilttod opoky tkMli»/ 
kma^far I fad eacMl Aifim* to be eaxefollf'olMMdy IcoiSdil 

] 



discern no(bii^,bvt paraM lines in this manner, 14 H |l 

niff 



The whole altar seems to have been paved with such sort of 
bricks which are now decayed and gone. 

Over the altar in this chapef^ towards die north and south, 
axe two la):ge double niches, in which are t&e teii conunandinents 
in Welsh : on each dde are two rows of niches, vnth three otfier 
talches at each corner. Die length of Sh Ktai/s chapel, on tfie 
outside east and west, fiom the end' of liie south aisle^ is 1*2 
jaids^ whidi added to the /5 yards two &ct rix inc&es of tfie 

S s 
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aonth aide afore-mentioned> (page 298) including^ the loigtfa <if 
the old tower, makes the whole length of the churchy from end 
to end> east and west, to be 87 yards two feet six indies s. e, 263 
feet six inches. 

Ihe whde building is covered with lead, which is pretty 
enthe, only, by reason of the sinkbg of the timbers of die roof, 
it appears uneven and falling in in sevend places. There is no 
painted glass, nor any escutcheons in the windows that I ob- 
served. This church cannot, by any means, be said to have been 
well kept : the walls, however, seem to be pret^ strong eveiy 
where, except in the dd tower; and the stone frames of the 
windows tolerably entire ; so that it mi^t still be made, without 
a vecy great expence, considering the largeness of the structure, 
a very decent cathedral. But the revenue of the cfaureh is so 
small, that, without fore^ assistance, much cannot be done 
under a very long compass of time. Theservice of the chou: has 
been put down many years, and the revenues thence arising 
appropriated to the reparation of the edifice. The penons con- 
cerned, (as it b said) have laid out some hundreds of pounds to 
preserve the roof from falling in and destroying the whole church, 
and for other necessaries. 

The chapter consists of X4 members, viz. a bishop, who an* 
swers to the dean in other cathedrals, and has a stall in the chw» 
and place in chapter in like manner. An ardideacon, who, in 
the absence of the bishop, presides, and is, dejure, sub-dean ; 
and 12 prebendaries. There are also two spiritual vicar-chorabj 
of whom one has a pension of 20/. a year, and the other has the 
small tythes of LandafTand Whitchurch. 
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The bishop's castle stands (or rather stood^ before it was demo- 
lished) south-east of the church u it was heretofore a veiy stately 
buOiiting, if we may judge by the gate-house^ which is still re- 
maining. It was destroyed by Owen Vaughan, commonly called 
Glendower^ (or Glyndwrdwy) who made great devastation in this 
countiy^ as well as in North Wales^ when he rose in arms against 
Hemy IV. There is a veiy high thick stone wall still standing, 
which probably enclosed the castle^ and the out-houses that 
belonged to it. The site of the castle is now turned into a gar- 
den, which belongs to Thomas Matthew, Esq. of the court of 
Landaff, (a house so called just adjoining) who b tenant to a 
descendant of the house of AracUr, now livbg in Ireland ; which 
£anily has been in possession of that which was once the episco« 
pal house, and the grounds thereunto adjoining, for some ages. 

To the north-east of the castle is the prebendaiy of Wax^ 
thacwm*s house, which is in sorry repair. Next to that is tho 
treasurer's house, now ruined. Exactly to the east of the church, 
but without the church-yard, was formerly a small odU^ foif 
the vicars-choral, and the other officers of the church, of which 
only shattered ruins are now remaining. Towards the north-east 
end of the church-yard (which is not large) Is the prebendal house 
of William Jones) of which there are only some walls now 
standing : next to that is the prebendal house of St Andrew, 
where are large ruins, besides a small house. To the west of 
that is the house of the prebendary of St. Crosse's, which is a 
pretty good one. North-west of the church, near the comer of 
the church-yard, is a house which is of late re-buUt, and fitted 
up for the recqition of the chapter, when they come to the audit. 
Ia an upga room in this house^ there is a small library, founded. 
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b^bwl¥3pI)ayUmcetben58tQr9tioiif He gvve to k manjr of the 
AAers, fiom the seoond to the isig^lh i?Moff, 9 ver|r &tr St 
Qlxff909tcm9 of the Eton fiditioo, with BelliNiQin*^ cootimemcB, 
flDdscyenloftbecbwicki- Tltm bad teen ^'libniy^befeie die 
^iril iKran* in tbe duiiacb; biU it was ditpmiad by tbe rcheb^ and 
p»rt of it bunittlf witb 9 great bmp of Commpn-Vnyer Bocks, 
9 1 Canliir, wbitb^ tbo cyvaS^iv of tte c^uotiy^ $nd the wives of 
HCn^ral acquestpi^ deqpmoR, were biyiDed to tbe ontle^ in a 
cold winter*! day, to wann tbrmfldvieii by the &r» wbich was 
ibm ffi^de pf tbe books thai wem tb«re burnt. 

Tow»fds iba m»itb*weit of (ba dairdi, opposite to Jaiper's 
towsr« in a fidd caUcd Uanpy^wrdab, at about ferty*^ y>nis 
distancsp^ tbere is a niiocd piega of biiildiiig« under the brow of • 
hiUj 48 yards in length, and 20 yards broad. It appears to have 
bean built in the farm of a castia, and is said to have belonged 
aw^iently tp the andidea«on of Landaft His dwdling was oer* 
tainly onco veiy magnifiaant, since (we am told that) the arch* 
daaoon of that <dmrob« in Heniy IFs time, enterUined that prince 
at dinnar at bia own boose, bom whence he went to Cardiff 
W^» where ho sipped and lay that nii^, in his rBturo to Lon« 
don from bis wan in Iinlafldt The ardudiaoonal casde waa 
demoliabed ly Owen Glyndwrdvyj at the same tfane when he 
burnt the bishop's oaitla* 

Tbia^ Bbr, is die best aeeount I eauld pnicare of the eathedrd 
oburcb of Undaff j inwbleh,lftbo»weienotpEByBrsrBadevciy 
dayi and the eo(4P9iaitiG8l eourtiand ofioes thennmto beloogiiig, 
constantly held in it, and kept \n tha viUaga just by, tbenweuki 
ba very snudl signi of iti bwf tht nolheMiHudi of so imhhf 
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and populous a diocese. Its neighbourhood to CardifF^ which is 
a mile off to the east, makes its deca}'ed condition the more re- 
markable. The inhabitants of that veiy elegant town, have, 
within these few jreaiy, heantified their church, and furnished it 
with an organ, at their no small expence. The steeple of that 
once conventual church, which is much the finest in South 
Wales, casts a shade upon Jasper^s tower in the church of Lan« 
daff, whilst the decorations at the top of the one, which are veiy 
fiesb and curioui, reproach the broken condition of the battle- 
ments of the other. It must be owned, that tfaerereooe of tlus 
church is veiy small ; but in this age, in which bculding and 
repairing of churches is more in fashion than it has been at any 
time since the reformation, so near and so laudable an exam[de 
will, I hope, incite those who are best able, to raise the mother- 
church above its next adjoining daughter. And I cannot but 
believe, if those whose immediate concern the world will judge 
it to be, would set themselves about it with vigour and appli- 
cation, but the gentlemen of these two flourishing counties of 
Glamorgan and Monmouth, which constitute the diocese of 
Laodaff, would, in like manner as their ancestors did on the 
erectiiu^ the primary structure, wilUngly contribute to make 
its ancient cathedral once more appear with a lustre equal, at 
Umt, to that which it ever had. 

I am with due respect. 

Honoured Sir, 
Your most faithful and 
most obedient servant, 

IT. UrOTTON. 



BISHOPS OF LANDAFF. 



1. St. Dubritiusj Anno 49O. 

2. St Tdciau, 512. 

3. Odooeu8,54a 

4. Ufagrlwinus. 

5. Aidan. 

6. £lgistill. 

7. Lunapeius. 

8. Cdmcgem. 

9. Argwistill, 

10. Gurwan. 

11. Grwodloioa. 

12. Edilbiu, or £dQbinu8. 

13. Greciolus. 

14. Berthigwin. 

15. Trycban, or Trithanus. 

16. Elvogus, died aono 1^63. 
I'/, Catwarel, or Catguaret. 

18. Cerenhir. 

19. Nobis* 

20. Gulfridus. 

21. Nudd, orNath. 

22. Cimelian, or CymelliaQth^ 
872. 

23. Libian. or Lybiauth, 927. 
24 Marchluith, 929. • 

25, Pater, 943. 



25. Gugan, or Gogwan, 972. 

27. Bledri, or Bktheiy, 983. 

28. JoKph, 1022. 

29. Herewald, 1046. 

30. Uiban, 1106. 

31. Hutredus.orUtn7d,1139. 

32. Gcfl&cjr, 1149. 

33. Nicholas apGwi]gant, 1149. 

34. William de Salao Marisoo, 

1185. 

35. Heniy, prior of Aberga- 
venny, 1191. 

36. WilliamdeGoldclive,1219. 

37. £lias de Radnor, 1230. 

38. William de Christchurch, 

1240. 

39. William de Burgh, 1244. 

40. John de la Ware, 1253. 

41. William de Radnor, 1256. 

42. William deBreuse, 1256. 

43. Philip de Staunton, 1287* 

44. John de Monmouth, 1296. 

45. Alexander de Monmouth, 

1323. 

46. John de EdesdifF, 1323. 

47. John Coventry, 1346. 
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48. John Pascall, D.D. 1346 69 

4g. Roger Cradock, 1361. fO. 

50. Thomas Rushooke^ 1363. 71. 

51. William dc Bottesham, 72. 

1386. 73. 

52. Edward Brumfield, 1389- 74. 

53. Tydeman de Wynche- 75^ 
combe, 1393. 76, 

54. Andrew Barret, 1395. 77. 

55. John Buighill, 1396. 78. 

56. lliomas Pevercll, 1398. 7g. 

57. John de la Zouche, 1407. 80. 

58. John Fulfoid, 1423. 81. 

59. John Wells, 1425. 82. 
(So. Nicholas Assheby, 1440. 83. 

61. John Hunden, 1458. 84. 

62. John Smith, 1476. 85. 

63. John Marshal, 1478. 

64. John Ingleby, 1496. 86. 

65. "Miles Salley, 1499. 87. 
€6, Geoiige de Attica, or Athe- 88. 

gua, 15 16. 89. 

67, Robert Holgate, 1537. 90. 

68. Anthony Kitchin, alias 

Dunstan, 1^45. 91. 



Hugh Jones, 1567. 
William Blethin, 1575. 
Gervaise Babington, 1591. 
William Moi^gan, 1595. 
Francis Godwin, l60l. 
George Charlton, 1617. 
Thtiophilus Field, 1619. 
William Murray, 1627. 
Morgan Owen, 1639. 
Hugh lioyd, 166O. 
Francis Davis, 1667. 
William Uoyd, 1675. 
William Beaw, 1679. 
John Tyler, 1706. 
Rd. Clayering, D. D. 1724. 
John Harris, D. D. 1729. 
Matthais Mawson, D. D. 
1738. 

John Gilbert, LL. D. 1740. 
Edw. Cresset, A.M. 1748. 
Rd. Newcome,D.D. 1755. 
John Ewer, D. D. 1761. 
Hon. Shute Barrington, 
D.D. 1769. 
Rd. Watson, D. D. 1782. 
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AbefgtTenny< 
Aust, or Old 
Brtdmockx 
Cacrleon — • 

Caerphilly • • 



PAOEb 



'1I9(^ MathcfHo-' 
1^9 Merthyr — 
47 Moamooth • 
l»0 Newport-. 

Caerwent '21 || Rercefield • 

Caldecot — .-• 

Carfiff 

CMtleCoeh 

Chepstow ••• ••• 

ClythaCastk 

Crick-howell 

Kjmin Summer-house • 



PICK 



• • 

•••• l«7 

-. •• aaa 

W 

270 

10 B PbBt-y-Piidd 174 

103 Ragland • «4 

I0» Sudbrook -•• 1*2 

271 Tafle'fiWeM •• ifiB 

330 Tlntem 356 

308 ||Usk - 7« 

2or 



343 Wynd-Cliff - 
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PAOKn 

Abeigavenny Cattle 314 

Antiquities - 55 38fl 

Berw Rhonda • I80 

Brecknock Castle 105 

CaedeoD Aridge 47 

Cpeiphaiy Guile 134 

Caldecot Cntle 17 

CardiffKeep 114 

EntranceTower 115 

CastleCoch 104 

Chepstow Chapel and Castle- • • 30o 

Chriit-Cburch os 

Ditto Tomb-Stone 46 

Crickhowdl Castle 300 

Inscriptions or Antiquities 55 380 

Landafij South entrance 135 

WestfroDt- 180 



PA6B 

MonmoutJi Gateway • ssa 

Castle 330 

New Bridge over the Usk 71 

Newport Castle OS 

PenhowCastle • SB 

Pencoed Casrie " « 

Pont-y-piidd If 4 

Ragland Castle 330 

RhondaBridge 179 

Tessellkted Pkvement 24 

Tintcm Abbey 358 

West Window 354 

East Window 35« 

Tie Twr Castle 30* 

TrinityChappel — •••• IS 

UskBridge 7« 
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Paoi 00 One 10 for Nant-Kentham rtad Nant-Hcntham* 
153 — — obility, — ability. 

253 — a •« Landego^ «— Landpso. 
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